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JDVERT^IiS E MENT, 

- . . ^ . , 

WHEN the following poems firft 
made their appearance, the 
Tranflator was greatly aftoniflied to hear 
that fome doubts were entertained with 
refpeft to their authenticity, by perfons 
who were' ftrangers to the language 
which contained the originals. No o- 
ther objedions, however, could have 
given hini fo little uneafmefs, as none 
could have been fo eafily removed. / 
To refign his pretenfions to thofe . 
foibles, and that weaknefs which he 
inherits as one of the human race, 
would be laying claim to a fuperior de- 
gree of infenfibility, which the Tran- 
flator of thefe poems neither pretends, 

to poffefs, nor wifhes to acquire. He,. 

-•''ill' 
therefore, very frankly acknowledges, 

that', if the poems in hispoffeffion hact* 

really been his own compofitipn, lie 

would find It a difficult matter to pre- ^ 

vail 
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^va3 on his. vanity to refign thi merit 
of them to a clafs of authors^ whofe 
mouldering afhes would regard^ with 

.equal indifference, the loudeft accla- 
mations of applaufe, or the detraAing 
whiipd-s^-pf the keenefl cenfure. . • . i 
Their autl^enticity,* however, re- j 
mains no longer a matter of doubt. 
Although the Tranflator could by no 
means reGfii the compliments paid to his 
ingenuity at the expence of his jnte-: * 
grity, by fome of his neighbours in 
South Britain, who infinuated that he * 
himfelf was the original zuthor ; yet he 

'did not think it -prudent to enter into 

-a literary controyerfy with anonymous 
^* writers. Tlie Rev. Mr William Shaw, 

- howeverj^ at .length appeared againll * 
' - hini, and having priefixed his name to 

« His animadveffions, afTarded the Tran- 

iJatdt an opportunity of producing 

. -vouchers Jpor the exiftence of the oriei- 

3if ^noiJiIocjmo:j nv. ^ 

^ nals. — ^The merits of. that controverfy 
. -^iq oJ iDiJBm iliJDnUi. ' 

.-^ *.■:.. •• . . / are 
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arc loo well known to require any 
illudration here. 

The Tranflator now refigns them 
for ever to their fate. — Having fuffi- 
ciemly removed every fufpicion with 
Tcfpccl to his veracity J he is little — ^\x- 
ry little, concerned witl^ Iftgard to his 
reputation as an author. TThe inno- 
cent foibles of youth which prompted 
him to enter the field of literature are 
now over ; nor did his vanity lead him 
to prefix his name to the work, until 
he /aw it attacked in public as a for- 
^ery. - To have fcreened himfelf long- 
ger behind the curtain, would favour 
• df pufillanimity ; and to have deferted 
a' truth which he was able to defend, 
would merit a more ungracious appel- 
lation. He hopes, however, ' in fu- 
ture, to dired his attention to objeSs 
more beneficial to the public and him- 

• • , » • .• ■ ' • ■ . 
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George Buchan- Hepburn j 

' OF iSMEATON, Ef<u 

■SIR',;' ■; -■'•.''- ■'. .'■ •'•■-.- 

A Warm and difii^terefted attach- 
ment to the antiquities of my 
native country^ firft induced me to un- 
dertake the following tranllations : A 
fimular impulfe of gratitude and efteem. 
now prompts me to addrels the work to 
you. A confcioufnefs of int^ity , how- 
ever, was not fufEcient to fortify me a- 
galnft a melancholy refledion which has . 
often obtruded its humiliating image 
oh the relu£lant mind, that dedica- 
tions in general are viewed in a light 
Bot altogether favourable to their au-. 
thors. . - 

But an occurrence has lately hap- 
pened, which effeftually relieves me 
from every fcruple of that nature* Be- 
fore this reaches you, I (hall be in a 
• quarter 



\ 



rrT^f-^-'^ — " ...,^.^^^. ^ 



i 7 ) ■ 

quarter ofthc globe where your intered 
cannot advance mine, and where thofe 
animating beams of frlendflilp, which 
have fo often chcared me on this fide 
of the Atlantic^ can no longer reach 
ine» 

Permit me, then. Sir, as the laflfavour 
which I (hall probably have an oppor- 
tunity of afking from you, to place the 
juvenile offspring of my foHtary hours 
under your protection. By this requeft, 
I am only adding to a burden which I 
ought to have diminifhed. But the ap- 
pearances of objeds depend on the 
light in which they are viewed, and the 
genius of different ager may vary. 
That littlenefs of 'mind, which gives 
birth to national prejudice, may yet 
(brink abaflied before the liberal fun* 
beams of approaching years. 

When the crufliing wheels of ihif- 

taken policy have accomplifhed their 

final triumph over the language, fpirit, 

'"■ ' and 
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and gemus of the Highlanders^ the 
preient work will probably be glanced 
oVer as a fragment relative to the man- 
j . ners of a people who have been. It 

) ' - will then perhaps give no difpleafure 
to your defcendants to be informed, 
that the Tranflator of thefe poems was 
V encouraged by the countenance, im- 

( * proved by the learning, and protefted 

I ' .. by the generofity of one of their an- 

I . ceftors } and that the prefent addrefs 

\ was adopted, not as the mofl proper, 

( but as the only method left him of ac- 

knowledging a, debt which he could 
never hope to pay. I am, with iincere 
efteem and affe^Uon, 

SI R, ; " 

* • ». . /■ 

. Your much obliged, and moft 

; ; -, - fiiithful humble fervant, 
Ediiujnncxo.1783.' • - '.^ ^ ;. 

. JOHN CLARK. 
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P R E F, A C E. 

AMiNDt eager to examine the appear-, 
ance of nature in her (impleft garb, 
and follicitous to contemplate the extent of 
her powcri without the aid of art^ muft en« 
jo]f a rational nleafure from the poetical. 
compoGtion^ of the Celtic bards. No fct of 
men ever difplajed greater knowledge of 
the avenues which lead dircAIy to the heart. 
They fir ft arrived at eminence, by the exer- 
tion of fuperior talents i and the induftry 
. with which they cultivated the human mind 
foon rendered the order venerable. They 
maintained their exalted ftation on princir 
pleSj of whi^h the voice of reafon and phi** 
Ipfophy mod ^pprovct They did not terri* 
ly wej^k minds into ;he belief of prepofte? 
rous hypothefes, which they could not de-. 
monftrate; nor overawe the populace, by 
pretcn^il^g to h;iYC intercourfe with oracles, 
and being the favourites, of any divinity. • 
Tljeir aim wn tp fill the m^^ds of their. 
I A • hearers 
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6. PREFACE.. 

bearers widi great and liberal ientimenti; 
to make them enamoured of heroifm | and 
toinlpire their hearts with that generous 
love to mankind^ which conftitutes the hap* 
pme&'and dlgnitj of human nature. 

Modem oecpnomj^howeTerj feems to en- 
Certain a Tery difierent opinion of the menu 
of the biards^ and reprefents them as a fet 
ofofelefs9 lazy ragrants, who fubfifted on 
the induftry of others % and aflures us^ we 
iaTe little reafon to regret the extin^on of 
their order. But this is not the only cafe 
where the voice of cenfure has advanced 
aflertions in the face of fa£bj and direQly 

' oppoGte to the principles of fair reafon- 

ing* . ' * " . ^ 

' The warmed advocates for the perfedions 

of human nature^ will readily allow, that 

Ae heart of man dill requires fome culti- 

' 'vation ; and, although a proper field for nou* 

^ fifliing, will not, of its own accord, produce 
certain plants. Cohfctous of this truth, man* 
kind have, in all ages, contributed towards 
the fupport of individuals^ who were fup- 

'*■•'".'. ' r -." *" ' pofcd 
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PREFACE. 7 

foW to be wifer than the reft, for the pur- 
fofc of improving the heart. Thcfe have 
gcncYallx extended their influence, not in 
proportion to their own abilities, but the 
veakncfs of their conftituents j and few of 
thcro, like the Cchie bards, hare lived up 
to the tenets they profcfled j for no inftance 
can be found of one of tbefe afpiring to 
wealth or power, but have, on all occafionsj 
cxprclTed the keeneft contempt for every o- 
ther gratification, but that of infpiring theic 
patrons with magnanimity, and their coun« 
trymen with heroifm. Living thus beyond 
the reach of corruption, their compoCtions 
are the genuine offspring of their untainted 
minds; and, though now dragged from their' 
tntient dignity,' they have left inonuments 
behind them, fufficient to proclaim their 
former'fplendor, ; ^ :\ 

Tthe common people in the Highlands of 
Scotland are, at this day, endowed with a 
poetical tafte for nervous compofition, far 
fuperior to that fubfifting among the fame 
clafs of men iu any other nation of Europe, 

with 
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t P R E F A C S* 

widi i3l the bdafted refinements introdueed 
bj the ^pagation y>f learning in Uter «• 
g)». Xocked op for many tentBries fn an 
nnfenile eomer of an ifland^ gnd, by the 
locality of dieir language, deprived of all 

K itttdreotArfe with the teft of mankind, mo* 
dem tflfiproTdneiit can lay no claim to the 
cftablifliment of this poetical ufte. To ac* 
ceoBt for it, by afcribing to the Highlanders 
. tdentt fiqperior to d>eir fonthem brethren, 
nftSglt &Toiit of ralhnefs, ptefumptiony itnd 
paertiality ( but, <o istitibtiite tiiis advantage 
tb tii'e Ibpteriority of their language, is 

' k9i#^'g,'lrhat I hope cibhvSnfchigly to prove, 
pf inkktionkX remarks annexed to thefe 

. c poems* 

I The m^jefty, and tjfieafutlirul energy bf 

. , dre fi^ict app^r ^o Irhidre to confptciEi- 
oos, as when a tranflatlon of the compofi- 

• lion^ it contains is attempted. While the 

: «i%inal poems 'found amfong At High* 

landers sore rehearfing before Us, the 

ttiina is calptivsted by the interefUng fcenes 

delcribed, Tbefol:g>d is wrapped up in 

•;....- thofc 
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PREFACE. 9 

tfaofe agreeable and patbetic terms, which 
dart, with irrcfiftiblc force, upon the minds 
of the hearers. All the powers of attention 
are roufcd. Every contemplating facaity is 
coUedcd into one point, and rendered in* 
capable fo a£l on any fubje£t which is not 
immediately conncGed with the prefcnt 
fcn&tions of the heart. The mind9 thus 
pre-engaged, is not at liberty to make a mi« 
nute inquiry concerning the canies from • 
whence thefc agitations flow. 

This is one reafon why the natives of the j 
Highlands ar^ high pafConed, rafli, and 
ungovernable in their tempers. The ima* * 
ges of objeAs are painted in , colours fo * 
glowing, that, when difagreeable, the mind 
lofes all command. Even when a High«( 
landman has long tefided in the low coun* : 
tries, early habit leads him to think in Galic^ •• 
and, fuch Js the energy and force of this '" 
language, that he often breaks out into a. 
rage, at circumfbnces which appear per* 
le£Uy trifling, when fpoken or conceived in . 
EngliOi. But, when a tranflator attempts 

to 
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16 PREFACE. 



to ddineate tbefe fentiments in any other 

, langoagCj be vill find them dripped of b 

many comprehenGve termt^ and poetical 

1 flowers9 peculiar to the Galic> that the per* 

'Vlal of them muft be in danger of difgaft* 

, |ng thofe who are acquainted with the ori« 

' \ ginak* . : . 

^-The antient poems ftill extant In tbe,Ga« 
. licj exhibit a pi£iure of the Caledonians fo 
different from that given them in biftory, 
that one could icarcely imagine them to be 
H; . ' . ', the iame people, if the manners andcu*' 
fiocEis aUudcd to in tbefe poems did not 
fubfift at this day among the Highlandas« 
' The tranfa£tiont of the weftern nations, be* 
. yond a certain period, are wrapped up in a 
uglily ,TeiIy which the breath of modern cri- 
,, ticifm has, .in. vain,, endeavoured to expcL 
. J^iM cloud, however, was not altogether, 
as hath beeh generally imagined, a confe* 
> ^ quence of their being deftitute of the ufe of 
•i ktters. This defed, though material, their 
\ hnguage was amazingly calculated to fup* 

^ly I and, had they not bccn'cruflied by the 
' ' . . *'.,:' fuperior. 
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PREFACE. II 

fupcrtor cunning of afpiring tyrants» there 
if great reafon to conclude, that the intro« 
dufttOQ of literature would have met with 
fcYcral oral rcgi(ler$ kept with great exaft' 
DC&» by which their account of themfclves 
might be traced back for an incredible fpace 
of time. The purity with which the poems 
of Oflfiani Morguth, Deal, and many other 
bards, both in Scotland and Ireland, hare 
been handed down to our own days, are fuf* 
ficient to fupport the truth of this aflertion* ' 
The Celtic language 'was.conftruAed on 
principles the beft calculated for prefenring 
as well as dcfcribtng eyents. Every accent 
ftruck with fuch force upon the mind, that 
the memory had little trouble in retaining 
a compofition of great length, and of re- 
bearfing the fame after the firft or fecond 
bearing. Had this language then been cul- 
tivated with the fame degree of induftry 
that has been beftdwed on others far lefs 
capable of anfwering the intended purpofes^ 
mankind might havc^ enjoyed feveral advan* 
tagcs to which they arc now firangers* The • 

' . drudgery 
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12 P R E F A, C E. 

4ni<Igery of the fcbocds miglit have been 
performed with half the prefent labour^ and 
the ftodj of each fcience would hare hecome 
IDore expeditious. 

\ It is aftonilbiDgt that an erent fo ren^afl;^ 
tUb as that of ei^pelling the language of 
their anceftors, and adopting that of the 
Saxons, by the King and Court of Scotland^ . 
fliould be total] J overlooked by the hiftorians 
of that nation. It admits of no doubt, howi 
ever, that this muft have happened during 
die reign of Malcolm Canmpre* He is the 
laft king of Scotland whofe name is fignifi* 
eant in the Galic* All before him are fo, 
9S far as genuine hiftory reaches. The inr 
flnence of his Queen, : Margaret, at a court 
^here (he-hcrfelf was the chief ornament^ 
was fuccefsfully exerted to render her Ian* 
goage faihipnable* The flowa of the En? 
I^lifli, who had fled from the conqueror, 
fliared the diftrelTes, and now ufted the 
good fortunes of Margaret, could not fail of 
feconding thefe efforts. ,The Saxon language 
Ibon became general along the eaftem coa.ft 
" • .^ - '' .' • ■ •' ' of 





. 1 


i» 


;i*s^*^ 








-'---d 



II I 1 11! -f- "If • '- '^ -^ r"-'^''- --•---•- -^''--•-^ ' ' ■"■■■i.'r'-.a,-.U«,-.,«.. 



PREFACE. r*5 

^Scoelind J which lands, wcarc informed, 
MAkoIm bellowed on the followers of hi» 
i^Qcm. They ftepped into the firft offices 
in the kingdom, fpread their own language 
Among their domeftics and adherents, and 
Innifhcd the Galic to the unfertile moun^ 
liinf, where it has hitherto maintained its 
cxiftcnce with furprifing fortitude, notwith* 
Ainding the various fchemes, pradifedpf 
late, for its final de(tru£lion. : '; 

Wc can advance nothing with certainty 
concerning what period many of the follow- 
ing poems have been compofed. Had the 
Highlanders, like'other nations, been ac- 
cudomcd to admit the religious opinions of 
the times into their works, modern inquiry 
mfght have been dire£led to form tolerable 
notions concerning the different aeras in 
>rbich their authors lived. But this never 
was, nor could»wIth propriety, be expeftcd to 
• be the cafe* .W))en the Galic language was 
in the meridian of its fplendor, the Chriftian 
religion was altogether unknown. to the Celtic 
aations^ and^ fince it hach been introduced a« 
^ B mohgft 
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PREFACE. 



toongft them, their own language bas beet 
aiuch on the decline. This accounts foe 
the extreme meanneis to which eterypoemi 
oa rdigiotts fabjeAs^ fifiks in the Galic 
Although a coropofer may be furniflied ia 
ibat language with a luxuriant richneis o( 
aenrous expreflionst when war, lore, or pa^. 
ftoral poetry is the themej if he change it to 
yeligion^he will find bis fubjed drefled in a 
garb of meanne(s^ from which h6 will in Tain 
cndeaTOur to refcue it by the moftrftreniious 
exertion of all his powers*' It is no won- 
der theiit that batds of great paru have fe< 
duloufly* aroidcd a fubjedj Ibr which theic 
language could fumifll them with no terms* 
So little mention is made of religion, that 
the poems toitipofed before and afi^er the in^ 
^odu£tion of Chriftiantty, are not to be di« 
ftinguilhedj except (bme pieces which have 
1>een composed during the two laft centuries^ 
yhich greatly partake of that narrownefs oi 
mind, and thofc illiberal fentiments' whicl 
diiUnguifli the enthuCallical fanatics of thefe 
tixptesi from whom the Highlanders borrow- 
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P R E T A C E. 15 

^^uchmcao and contemptible notions of 
tcligion* ,..->..: 

Cut, although the Celtic nations embra- 
ced the Romifli religion, and adopted aU 
their tcrmt, as they bad none of their 
oirn, ftill they vcrc loath to relinquilh 
their favourite Flithiknis, or Happy Ipp 
in the wcRcm fca, wberc the ghofts of their 
fathers were faidto refide: « Where/ fays 
Morguth/* the' bright ^fun of heaven dc- 
•fccnds each night, in all the majeftyof 

< hts flaming beauty, to cKcar the warriors- 
« of old. There he fits in liis hall of fplen- 
« dor. No oats bum within 5 no furly blaft 

* wanders without. The giver of the morn- 
^ ing warms all with bis prefence. The 

< ghofts of our fathers bearlcen to his tale 

* from the land of bills. By times they 

* hear of their fons, and liften with ears of 
• 'attention. Pleafant arc the looks of the 

* aged, when dieir children arc mentioned 

< with the fons of fame. But, when they 

* fly from their foes, the fouls of their fathers 
''^rcfadi tbejbide their dim heads with 

•Ibampi 
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^ihamc^ and fij from the prefimce of the 
< fun of heaven/ .1 

*2.£i:e.quent deftriptioos of this nature feen i' 
io hare^ realized in the minds of the Celtao / 
this':FjLATHiNsris; ^ Np vonder, then, ' 
- thst they were reluctant to <^aze from their I 
' ^cails all renu;ipbrance of a place which i 
dieir^ bards had taught them to confider as 
^heir ^ternal home. To be deprived of that 
bappinefs whiqh fancy had piomifed them 
there, which the .bards had defcribed with 
^ falacious kind of demonftration, entirely 
to, .rcfign all pretenfions to that paradife, 
wheje the ghofts of their fathers were fup-r 
pofcd to have gone before them, was not 
^oriCdent with that paternal fondnefs which 
the human mind has, in all ages, difcoverjcd 
fpr the firft principles which fuperftition 
imprints on the heart. Heaven, as defcri* 
bc4 by the firft propagators of Cbriilianity, 
, they imagined, correfponded, in feveral re* 
I fpe^S;| with their own Flathinnis ; and 
it is reported by tradition, that they would 
J^ftc^to no accounts of any other place of 
, ;,. . ' . bappincfs 
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bappincls than that m which ^they were in* 
formed their fathers reGded. • However that 
be; it is certain, that heaven has no other 
name in the Galic to this daj, than that of 
this imaginaiy iflind; ^nd, what rendeis 
this the more remarkable, there is perhaps 
no Qther.tcrm refpefting religion, in the 
Galic, that is not literally borrowed from 
fome other language. . * . , . • -^-^'^ 

. it was propofed at firft to enter more'mr- 
nutely into a comparifon of both languages 
in the notes ; but feveral gentlemen objec-? 
ted to the infcrting any part of the original, 
' as ufelefs to the Euglifh reader, for whofc 
benefit alone this work was publiflied. At 
their defire, therefore; thcfe critical reniark^ 
. will be annexed to- the originals of theft 
poemsv which it is propofed to publiih foon; 
as fomt* of thefe pieces have been colIeAed 
from the mouths of. perfons now living in ' 
the Highlands, and have not yet been print'* 
cd in the Galic, owing principally to th^ 
Imall^demaud for books in that dialect* 

:. '/ , V • , . -The 
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»•. The prefcQt Uanllition was undeitakeny 
' ^ith t Tiew to refcne from the ruins of z 
'periihxog language, feme of thofe poemi 
, ', vhich have met with uniTeifal applaufe 
• from the people for whofe ufe thej were 
/ compofed* To thefe the Britifli nation is 

indebted for that martial fplrit, which the 
'inhabitants of that part of the ifland have 

<Iifplayed in many of- her contefts. The 
< Galie bards uniformly inculcate two mate- 
' sial principles in the human heart i Never 

to foifake a friend, nor jfear a foe. 

/'Thofe who are acquainted wirh the origi* 

sials, will no doubt be furprifed that the 
. tranflatbr has pafled over vCompoCtions of 

greater merit than thofe infer ted in this 
_ volume. But^ as h^ has often been com- 

pleatly mortified, on comparing his own 
' wer Cons, with the originals, he was deCrous 
«^ of knowing the judgment of the public con* 
: ceming his manner of executing thefe tranf* 

lationb. ' If he (hall be fo happy as to meet 
' vith their approbadon,'he will proceed with 
. more ipirit to the tranllation of thofe poems 

• of 
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of a loftier nature* But, if their fentiments 
ihall coincide with his own, in confidering 
them as inimitable in an Englifh Tcrfion, 
he will readily defift from the undertaking, 
and reft fatlsfied with having exerted every 
cfibrt In his power, in rain, to refcue from 
oblivion the venerable compofitions of the. 
CA,LEt>ONiAN Bards. ' . ^^ 
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INTRODUCTION. 

HAIL, oral offspring of the human breath, 
Smooth piercing accents, gift of boun- 
teous heav*n I 
Without thy friendljr aid the breaCt of man 
Would burft with the big load of fetter'd thought* 
Nor voice of tale could e'er falute his ear. 
Nor fong hiftoric fraught with warlike deeds. 
The fertile bofom of the heavenly bard 
Had been the parent and the grave of fongs. 
Mens fons had never heard the deeds of old ; 
Nor wi(h*d to live in breath of midnight tale, 
, Had the tongue mutely foH'd within his mouth, 
Man's life, infipid, had unnotic'd pafs*d, 
And been to non-cxiftence much allied. . 

Then, to the firft of Powers, whofe mighty art 
E(lablifli*d commerce 'twizt the heart and tongue ; 
To Him, who, from the feeble force of found. 
Brought accents piercing as the pointed fteel; 
Who formed the tongue obedient to the will. 
Be the firft offspring of that Will addreft. 

Fir*d with the greatnefs of the liberal gift. 
Which he enjoys above the other fons 
Of nature, who traverfe the fprcading fields, 
.C Tho 
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u INTRODUCTION, 

The graterul of tbe race of man Ihall ben<!. 
In adoration bow the knee to Hitc, 
Ttom whom the nches of alj bounty flow. 

.Jfet, thou penurious, mercenary Con 
Of narrow foul ! my words feem ftrange to thee. 
Thou never felt one animating ray 
Of gratitude to Him who c1oath*d the fields. 
And fiird the waves with riches for thy ufe. 
Thy darkened foul no harmony can readi. 
Op tbee the fun-beams roll in vain at noon. 
His ftrength, his kindnefs, he exerts in vain, . 
To thaw the feelings of thy frozen heart.— 
Thou mifcreant ! fiop the venom of thy breath, 
*Nor frown fo furly on my iirople fong. 
Its fire.attcmpt^i not to diflblve thy bread. 
Liften cot to themes yon cannot underftand. 
Nor cenfure fentiments you never knew. 
; * fiut thou, O feeling heart, fweet plant of light ! 
Image of Him to whom the nations kneel ! 
To thee, with reverence, I addrefs my fong: 
To thee I look with ezpe&atton*s eye. 
And earned wtfh for approbation's nod ; 
And where thy purer breath Ihall mark me wrong» 
111 ftand correded, and receive my doooK ^ 
;. If thus, divided in their various minds^ 
*;. .The 
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Tlie different hearers of my tale (hould (land; 

The frowns of one as earned I dcfire, 

A$ I petition for the other's fmile.— — - 

O thou eternal Parent of all po wV ! 
Who wiird to being thy unnumbcr'd worlds. 
Who but thyfelf can fhow the hidden fprings 
From which the meaneft of thy works proceeds? 
Refle^ing man, with admiration, feels 
His powV to publifli, or conceal his thoughts. 
Tlie organs which perform this wond'rous taflc. 
In clofs attendance wait' upon his wfll. 
His words the hearers ear uninjured pierce. 
And tell his breaft the purport of their flight* 

. The powV of found, an unexhaufted fource ! 
Has furni(h'd variqus languages for man* 
Thefe all addrefs the heart in different tones. 
As nations varied under which they grew, 

'. One breathes majeftic in a Homer's fong, , 
And draws the battle like the painter's brufh. 
Virgil, with art, has drefs'd another's brow 
With flowers, whofe blooming luftre ne'er fliall 

fade. ''•.'" 

' ^nd thou, O Mother of the Galic mufe ! 

. Have I injur'd thee, thus to name thee laft? 
Perhaps I have; and,wert thou known like thefe. 
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My want of judgment had been joftly blam*d* 

Bot fay, thou parent of the Celtic fong ! 
How comes thy beauties thus to lie conceal*d? 
Has no fweet, bold, poetic fon of thine. 
Held forth thy richneft in lozuriant drains i " - 
Haft ^ou b Tain difplay'd thy breaft, adom'd 
With the inviting charms of rhct'ric^ pow*r; 
And has thy children, of perception void, 
^ With ftupid looks beheld thee thus unmoy'd? 
Interrogation's words are juft and (farong; 
But feeble are the anfwers we can make. 
In Tain, alas ! we tell the ftranger*s fons, 
Whofe eyes cannot behold thy dazzling light. 
That bards have fung,and hearers dropt a tear, 

- As the fong pierced into the ha/'deft heart: 
That gloomy brows have foften*d at the found; 
Infenfibiiity has fled, and left 
The jiobleft palCons ruling in the heart* 

Thus we, in Tain attempt, in borrowed words. 
To draw afide the Tetl that keeps thee hid. 
And (hew thee to admiring eyes, array'd 

«^ In beauty, Orength, and majefty fublime. 
But thou our efforts baffles all with fcom,- 
And frowns fcTcrely on the foolifh bard, 

.Who ftrires to drefs thee in another garb. / 
^ *::' ,. ' y ... ". . V ^. *. She, 
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She, whom the feeble foag thus ferenades. 
Was once admired, and fpoke bj ludons great. 
Infpir'd by her fvreet notes, great chiefs and kings 
Cain*d fame immortal in the Celdc dates* 
Her breath gave hi w$ to Europe's fpacious plains. 
Beneath her fpreading wiogs, a martial race ! 
The warlike fons of Gaul were known to fame. 
In time her muftiplying tribes encreas'd; 
Too great their bulk for continental bounds.' 
Then rais*d our fathers, with adrentuVous hand. 
The fpreading fail, and feiz*d the pacing blaft, 
Bj whofe impetuous breath, with flying fpeed, 
Thefpa{is*d the high-fweU*d bo£bm of the waves 
To Britain's ifle. With Hbcrt j they rang*d 
Along th' extended plains, and rifing brows 
Of hills, that rudely rear their lofty heads 
Above the du(ky clouds of failing mift, 

• That travel round the fca-girt, cliffy coalL 
There flouriih'd long, before the fcribing art 
Was known, to place their deeds upon record. 
Before them Nature fpreaJ, with liberal hands, ' 
The choiceft richer of the annual crop. 

" Man tailed, unrefbrain'd by pride or powV, 
The blefllngs which were giv*n for him to know. 

• ..: - Such 
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Such: was the csde, e*er property aflam'd 
Her feSfiOi claim to all tlie fertile plains. 
Which heav'n had granted for the nfe of man. 

O fatal foe to human natore's race J 
DedmaiTc gratitode ! that firft tanght men 
. Tohcndt with.reYerence, to the worthle(sfoa 
Of him who glow*d with patriotic zeal i 
InYain thejhop'd the father's worth would live. 
And raflily plac*d him on the feat of powV. — 
^ Deluded crood ! your offspring long (hall moum» 
In. bonds and mifery, the hafty deed: 
' Tyrannic chtefs will wield opprc(&on*s rod. 
And your (bns fink beneath that pow'r you gave* 
, Fain would the flruggfiog efForis of the bard 
. Purfoe a theme more fmooth, lefs bodile words. 
And, in perfnafive accents, raife the fong 
<To thofe whofe iereral beauties fire hisbrealL-^ * 

• Daughters of Babel ! by whofe oral aid 
. The numerous ions oi Adam have convey'd 
' Their inward feelings, whether real or forg*d, 
'; Tl^ro* Tarious organs to the kindred mind : , . 
' Think not I aim to fing, with breath profane, 
' In (trains detrafitve of the high renown 
Of you, bright meflengers of mutual tliought^ 
Whofe never abfent help conveys, with fpeed. 

Each 
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Each various wifli, with cafe from bread to brcaft. 
One of your number has cxpericnc'd woe, 
And ftruggrd long beneath the frowns of fate. 
Dragged from her antient greatnefs,now (he lurks 
In cliff J corners of the Brttlih iJQes. 
If beaut J in diftrefs fhould urge my figh, . 
Or warm my bread beyond permitted bounds. 
Think not your merit has unnouc'd pa&'d: 
My eyes are open alfo to your charms. 

Come, ghofts of bards, who fung among the 
heath 
Of Monren*s woody hills, on Albian (horc ! 
Say, whether would you wifh your fong to fell. 
And walk majedic to the arms of death, 
Array'd in beauty, elegance, and ftrength ; 
Or, would you condcfccnd to have it ftript 
Of that fublimiiy in which it fli?nes. 
And, dreft in mean attire^ a Cziple tate 
Deprived of numbers, energy, and found. 
Permit its import to be tbld to thofe. 
Who cannot view it in its prlftine date? 

Confent, great (hades ! and I, with facred awe. 
Will look into the ircafurcs ye have left. 
Mourn as i view that height I cannot reach. 
And (igh thofe beauties which I cannot tell. 
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. CoiDe^tlieo> Briunnia'sToice of modern days ! 
Comc^and, with geseroosfrankneis known to few» 
Aflift* while in thy mirror I dilplay. 
And trace the beantiei of tby rival's face; 
That men may know the conqoeft thoo haft made* 
And view her flrength who fank beneath thy arm- 
Kot imall the Tid'ry — heavenly were her charms I 
And tho* Ihe fcll» (he jafljy claims a te^r. 
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H E K O I C POEM. 

IH THREE BOOKS. 
. . . B O O K I. 

ART tiott en As wings of th j (peed. O ' 
wind? Doft tLoa travel with all tKj 
firength? Come m miUiiers to the cave of mjr 
tcft^ O. breath of the north! My ftrength if 

with 

^ Tbc adppoats whidi Cn^hioa gites of the tatbor 
of tbis poem, .tre vsrioos. Some ailcrt tbat he w«s • 
chief, wbbie territories lay to the north of the Crampiia 
hHls, towards the emAero cotft. Others Mrm^ chat he 
iMf btr4 to MoTitttth, Kxag of the CaledoaUos. Aao^ 
ther partf niuitaln, thit lie was Cim3f-bard to the.«o* 
foftnoatc bo«i(e of Dooatrai, whoTe hiftory he bat btro- 
doceid Into the preient poem. Bat/ althoosh thej difo 
lo tbe!r accounts of bis (btioo, they all agree chat bis oame 
was Dootbai ; and die IoSbAxj with which bts cooipoG* 
tioashav«bcen handed dowo, are foflScient to Ihow the 
tencratlon which thej cntcitasa for his mcmoqf* 



'" .^ .. ' JjW"W»»,f 




'^'^-^• rt*'' " lil t 1 1 ) t tii _ iiiiii n p r » i-r — . iiirfi»*il w mn.i 



30 . ^ M O R D U T H. 

'Witli the years that have flown : My Triendi 
'4U« with the tenants of Uie tomb.. I fit lonely 
In my cave of Voe, in the days of my feeble 
years. Leave thy wrathful ilorms behind thee, 
'when thou rolled over pay rocks, thou haRy 
Waai \ 

My fpeed on the liills was once like thine, 
Owind! my ftrength as the rocks of CruivaL 
r The ghofts of my foes wander, on many hills : 
The marks of my fteel is in many battles. But 
thou, perhaps, like me, wilt fome time mourn 
thy departed ftrength, and wander with ^ow : 
fteps on the hills* Thou wilt then ^n^yain en"^ ^ 
deavour to drive thy hundred clouds before 
thee* The fored that now bends at thy ap- 
proach, will laugh,. when thou defireft the 
fyiug^tj Qaks tojbow their branchy heads be- 
{ore thee, ^ven the .feeble heath wUl fcorn 
thy Arength* Come, thei), In.friendfhip to my 
gray hairs, O -wind; for the. days of thy awn • 
feeble years approach. ' - • i 

\ Xay down the bow, and }i\n^\c .the. oaks', 
* hunter; of Cprnj ♦the coucfe of ni^ht Is to- 

-;;:;/». V,. ' .^-^ :..;,,. ..;«.:,—,;• Wards . 

' * Corti: is one of t1i« many (igoificinC term« in rtiC Gilic' 

jvUch the £figlifli U locajiablc of admitting ta a cranlla- 

' . V tiott. 
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If ards us. The fun trembles in .the weft. The 

tfle of his deep f has ^ee times opened wide 

- its gates, and cried, < Come in all tb j flamiag 

f beauty, O fun !* : j .» .' 

• ' . . . ' ■ ■ * ■ ' 

lion* Concaiicres ofoireortwo miles iif cStameter; ire 

frequently to be (cen in the £iee of fomc large ranges of * 

mountains. The fpriogs wbich ilTue from three fides of 
this concavity, always meet about the center, where the 
jooAion of i(> many tifuleu forms a little dream, which is 
afterwards joined by other, nralets from both Cdes^ dll k 
arrives at the bottom of the mououms from which ^ col- 
lects the waters. Then the boUow through which the river 
)»a(its, is called a CIm. Bat the face of the hitls, t» 
which it owes its birth, is caUed Cvm. . . '. ♦ 

' 4 The fun was foppofed fo deep in Flathinnis ; or, '^ l (/ 
JptofPeace^ in the wedcra ocean.. As nature rejoicesoc ' 
grieves according as this celeAial body beftows 'or wi:h» 
Aolds iu fmiles ; zrr ambition of yhich the human mind 
ieems, in na age^ to be defe^xve, induced the Celts ti> * 
lend the gho(h of their departed friends to this imaginary 
paradile. To mal;e beix happy, by reflecting on the 
profped of H c a t AF T B K, IS a coofolatioo at which man- ^ 
kind have eagerly grafpcd, in all a^ss and na:ioos. ITa- 
. ffioos are the appearances ander which the imagtoatioa haa 
, feprefented this happinds. But, when the mod perfeC^de^ 
lineations of it are minutely examined, welt may wt air 
cl^m at the end, • *Tis but to know how li:t2c can B< 
kAown/— Tha* wc Eare» at bf^, obtaiood aa intai^ 
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ThccfcmA cf lltg&t Br^e tkerr jarl fietdf 
lelm^ At 'titttrh hilts. Bj timei thcf look 
i>ra ftom »ieii* bidden caatof, and watcb tbe 
depaitvrc of the broaud-Siced kiog 4f the Ai]r«> 
VtK on year vings of fpeed, ye clouds, and 
«oiiie forth* The ghofts of a hundred heroes 
f rtf are » hed (or your bright * foe m. the lile 
•fp4ace. 

tele lyikia tff rtRiion, amd have m moeli comoiaBieaKed 
a» 0#«i wit js^j^ ^fopcr •r neccflary for m% to know, 
#MJli«Aal li^viries iiico ibe noCioAt d ovr tnccdort, on ib* 
IftlCfieflilk^ 1 liiljca, Willi floc^ perhaps, be deemci alcofe- 
. tbcr iinpcrtineot Tbde^ ioqubieSy at ihh diftaoee of 
llme^caoiiot be espeAed Co be tkotecher latisra^h>fy. The 
aliiBBicrtfif C{ht by «bich they are dtre^ed, if only to be 
;gatbcrcd from tbe rcnaiat of amient poetry ,«bicb confido 
«tfbcr in allnfions to^ than any defcriptioai of religion, as 
tbe bards never wrou proleiledly on that fubjeA. 

^ Tbe ioa it frequently called the Foe of NlgU in an- 
ient poetry. Tbe joy which the j^hofts, b this imaginary 
Jfle, were iaid to expr cfi, when he' defccnded from the flcy^ 
Ibcwed a |^t eatent of imagioadoo. It was fuppofed 
tfiat tbe ghofts of the nod coorageoos warriors iat next 
' him; bottboie who bad been cowards in their Ufetime, 
were kept at the extremities of the iHand. We do not, 
howcf er, bear of any other ponKhment in6:0ed tfn thc^i, 
ib«a that of biing kept at a diftaacc ftom the foo* 
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VUa bs tbe £»ir maid of cbj io^e,. O hunter ; 
vsiefrbvg be tile arrow of tbj bow ! Thoo com^ 

, ' fortcft' 

The HTghlan^rs accuflooiefrto Bear cfie boM, fc>f^r/ 
and ckgaDt cooipoCttodft of their bards on tfUs fiiSjcd* 
were Bor • fittk aftonUhed, aboot tht beginning of the 
pntent ceotary, vben one of tboie popular prc-acher«» 
vrho are ia2d to bave reformed ttiankind, attempted to 
cdablUh a tery diflereiit bjpotbc^ ; and pofitirefy affirm* 
td, !a aiermon, that the fini #as the pUctf mentioned ta 
Icripture, ai appointed for the receprioo of the damned. 

When the common people in the north arc apy m-ays 
pozzled about ieeminf iobproprietics, in inartcfs of relU 
fioo, fome of their lelpeQable teachers Utif ihem tram 
the ioutliy fiod m very fiiort, but fabllantial folmioo to 
inch difieultitfs. Tbey ibaettmes tell thefe people, tbU 
their ignorance, iiid want of penetration^ b the reafoa 
which makes it appear f^ 9o them. That thcfc mactert 
hare been minutely cxamioed by the wife part of man* 
> kind, who hate all agreed ii it ; and that tbey tbem&lf et 
•re the only perfi>ns ia the world who entertain a doubt 
•fit. That the leftof mankind, ia cqmpaiCod tasiicir 
]f|ioff»ce»'haTera!iedaii immeafe fomof money» to be 
applied for the purpole of epeoinx their eyes ; and coo* 
chide, wkb compltmendii{ tbemielfes, as the favourite 
▼cflels choieo to pot thele pious rcTolstioas in es&ecution. , 
' That an Immenfe lam was raiftd for this laudable par<* 
poie, is a fa{^ wUch every aatire of that country will ac* 
iipovled^) with the vanccft oTcrflouingp of gritiiudc. 
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' forteft mc in mj tottering age, — But fit ihdvt 
down in mj cave» and let tlie rocks contend 
with the wind. I will tell ihcc of wairriors 
who are now no more ;, of heroes who fleep 
mthtn the filcnt tomb* . „ «.,.. .. - 

-- r : . .••/^''- ^ .: ^, VI ^ttca&nt 

^ Bat the oSendtd Iselingfl of the more penetfaticg part of 
'*tbcm are joftly roofedv when thry kScQ, that this non^ 
is applied to parpofes rerj difTereiit from thofc intended 
by thf gpneroQS donors. . 

. That the fuppreflion of vice, and promotion of ? irtoe, 
is the aim of the Setietj fir fra^agoHug CkriJiUn Kao-of 
iidgt^ &c^c*n admtc of oo- doubt. That they have proved 
themielves dedlluce of abilities to put thctr good ititeotioo 
- ia exectttioOf is an aflertbn, whicb^ 1 am (brry co fay, ia^ 
ibpporte^ by truth* Thtie sentlemeo (rem to have entcr* 
tained Grange notions of the |iishlanders* They sma^ 
fined that the mod igoosant men whom tkeyj could cul- 
" lc€t from the dregs of the people, veil enough qpa!ificd 
' 10 cftablifb any fjAcm of reUgioo* among the muunuineers* 
llfagnifying thdr own con/equeooe» and entertaining an 
Hn^itlerable degree of contempt for the intelle^s of the 
"people they were about ta. re(orm, they have rendered 
Ihemlelves ridtculoos to the intelligent part of mankind, 
mod Injured the cau(e they meant to advance* The cor«> 
>crtt to the Roman Catholk perfuifioo, are becoming e- 
>rcry day more numeroas. The rearon is obvious, llieir 
^k0f are all men of a liberal edocaticn, and generally of 
eatcftlivc kaowledget Men, vcrftd b all the (ophifTry of 

argumccutioov 
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THeafant arc the flioughts of former times; 
fveet tlie remembrance of the days that have 
fled. Return, ye deeds of my youth, and let 
«ay foul yet behold the years of my (Irength. 
Let the battles of other times roll before oic ; 
and let me view the Reel of heroes ivho have* 
been* - •" . - 

.• • ; ' "' ' '" -'^-^ ••; : '-Bead- 

Mrs^meDtation, witt fiiul little difficalty io refatin^ t doc* . 
tnne fopported by a parcel of weavers, fliocmjkers, &c* 
Who, beinf to» lazy to work at their own tradef , have ta- 
YttK it into cheir heads' to reform a people alreadf wtfe^ 
acute, and-penetntiog, far beyond themiclves. As tbeic 
ienraots of the Society have no knowledge of fcimce or 
literamre, they generally cndea;7our to fwell chemiclTes in ' 
4hc eyes of the populace, by groans, Cghs, and other 
Biarkt of hypocrify. A fpectes of impofitloo/and an in* 
iolc offered to the Author of all religion, for which erery 
0tn of -genuine piety muft cxpreft the warmed indig- 
nattoo!. 

.If we look back into the hiftbry of Scotland for the laft 
two centuries, we will ^od every pafl^ge £Iled with huniaa 
aiiicries, created by a iidiilar fee of men, on a doilar (iih* 
Jc£t. The people of the loweonntrles are now rtcorere^ 
from their dreim. Would it not be an objcQ wor:hy the 
attention of the LegiflaturCa to prevent' fuch an tnfe£Hon 
Spreading in the Highlands, by (ending men of |arts and 
iearoing to indni^ tSumi 



wrtjfahUfci 



3^ 



MOR 0,U TH. 



: Bead forward your awful prefence from 
the floods of yonr reft, warriors of old t 
ye wfco ralfe no more the fpear m batdes, be 
near. Your fons (hall bear of yoar ftrengtb; 
^nd a tear will trickle down their cheeks 
'vhen they pais by tbe lurrow dwelling cf the 
mighty. ^ 

' A tatle of other years rufhes on my foul. I 
remember the deeds of the days that are paft. 
Gloomy was the night ; for the mood hid 
htv fair face from the florm* The ftars lay 
aileep among the folds of their dark elpnds. 
Winds and feas came in hafte from other 
lands. The battles of rocks and ftorms were 
terrible, when the gholt of Salmor * came 
forth from his watery bed In the womb of ocean. 
His footfteps were on the frothy wings of the 
>: 1. ; ,/ : :• troubled 

[ f yht poems coocernio^ tbls Salmor are now loff ; hut 
' tra3iciofi mikt$ fireqoent mendon of him. He wts drown« 
ed, in p«nin5 from tbecootincnt of ScotUod to bu own 
l^oie, io ooe of the Hebridcf, oo beariof that bit wife 
was talcD priiboer, aod his laodt hid wafie by Tochmar, 
. achtefof Norway, whofe father Salmor it iatd to have 
killed io battle. A beaatifol poem It laid to have been 
•compolfd by Salmor*s bard, on this fcbjeA; bat the 
Icantfator bai doi been tbiocky ai to'meet with ic • 
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troubled waves* The gathering of the whirls 
wind was there : The fon of the gr^ye rofe on 
the wings of the blaft. He ftood on Craig- I / 

duth's cliffy brow. The courfe of the ftorm 
. was round the trembling of his pointlefs fpear. ' 
He leaned forward from his bed of clouds^ 
ahd his words were heard. 

Raife, chiefs of Albin \ raife the fpears of 

jour*ftrength« Let die voice of lhields.be 

' • E ' ^ heardy 

* Albia, which fignifies a mom»tatn9us cwntrj^ (cems. 
•lice to hate been the Daroc of all the ifland, as well as 
Britalo,ifi the Galic. But.altcr the Saxonf bad defeated the 
Sooth-Brftons, and become mafters of that dif ifioo, their 
part receired the name of St^^ tbe latter t bdos neither 
written nor proooadced in the Galtc. 9uch of the South- 
Britains as maintained their independency, were hoooar* 
.'cd with the appellation of V^ljk^ or NtHntttj^ in opppfi* 
^n Co^the Tulgar who fubmitted to the conqoerors ; and^ 
the northern difiCon, comprehending all Scotland, hat 
eter fince been invariably known in the Galic by the name 
•f AtBiy. 

To bunch forth into the mg^ paths of cootrorerTy, . 
is beyond tbe limits or intentbn of thepreicot notes: But, 
. .when the definitions which truth compells the tranilator 
to (iibjoin to thcfe poems, are dire^y oppofite to the af> 
icrdoos of writers of rcpotation on the Umt fubjcA, a 
vindieacioo of them becomes oecellary, 

- ' ' ' The 
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. ]ieard» and the gathering of warriors be feen^ 
* Mot feeble is the arm of the coming foe. The 
'. - roUbg . 

' liie ftdr. Mr Whiulier, in a recent bfftory of the tntient 

^ SrIcainSy has difplaycd the knowkd^ of a nun of icieoce, 

and ihe^ libenlicj o.f a scntleman* in a manner which is 

icldom to be met with in the prodoOioof of thofe who 

. profe(&dlj write to injure the reputation of an individuat, 

or the aotiquiiy of a people, k i* with reloAance, tbere- 

fore» 1 proceed to lefute the adertionf of an author^ cn- 

' '^ dowed'with many qualifications to command fcfpeO. Bot» 

:- '^^iioce h,e has tentured to,pub|iih as faOs, what is diredly 

- ..oppoiite. to this dcfioUioo, It, becomes iKceflirx to 

*. tnzmioe bow lar he is coonccoaoced by troth ; as it would 

,-. be danscroos to lay any fa£t before the public as^noinc, 

whUe an aythor of Mr Whitaker*s (hioiDg abilities (lands 

;. - vncooqocrcd In the field to oppo(e it. « ^.. » 

!.. . As the Galic is at prcfirnt little known, aad^ lc(s ilodied, 

':?. -Sgnorance concerning any matter wrapped .op within the 

ix:* ibids of its garment, would very improperly be atributed 

...as a dcfeA to any writer ot character in the republic of 

. ;r. letters. But, iince Mr Whitaker has, of his own accord, 

.(^.ihirted^thecooccfl, and plugicd himfelf on an ideal con* 

':-:*-. qoeft obtained over >ll ^hc ciicics that erer wrote concern* 

r'-r . )ng that language, lo. ex^mioe his pretenfions to. merit, 

^^'r.oa a fttbjcd which he |iimfelf has.cbofcn, will certainly bs 

.' -^« ^^nlidcrcd as*no injoiltce. 

. ^ Had Mr. Whitaker xneotioned the matter in words 

^ which coold admit of any (Ignificatton but one, his read* 

•.:/'. . , erf 



p mm^m 



J 



^^jMitLijartiiriirttih — ' ""'' "•'■^' '"^-^''"^^j 



M OR D UT H. 39 

rolling of LochUn's *darfc Ihips is on tlie reft- : 
k(s bofom of the waves.— ^Rife, fons of Albin, 

• ' ■ . '"'.■.'■•' ••••; fM'^Ar 

crt wooM be apt to fufpcA their own want of penetration, * 
rather than imagine (b great a man capable of writing foch 
abforditiefl. I Ihatl give the paflage at Urge, as it will, no 
doubt, aftonifh CYery reader acquainted with the antient/ 
hngaage of Britain, who has not already perufed it. 

* The whole body of the Caledonians, howeter, conU^ 
never have been, and are not now denominated Albanich. 
The name of Caledonia, comprifing all that peninfula 
•flotti which lies to (he. north of the Friths, the appella*, 
tion of Alban, or the mountains, could have been given 
§Mly to the hilly part of the country, in opppfitions to/ 
the levels of the eadern coaft, and the pUios immediately 
to the north of AntOMn9$*% Vallum. The inhabiunts of , 
thefe, I have already (hown to have been denominated 
Mxatx, or Lowlanders, by the Britons and Roroan;,^ 
and the inhabitants of the hills only, are denominated 
Albanich at patscKT. The tribes of the Caledonian 
lowlands were denominated Mzats foriherly, in coo- 
tradifltn£liou to the nations of the hills. And the 
c^ns of the Caledonian mountains are denominated 
Vllbanich'at prefcnt, in oppofition to the refidenterf' 
of the lowlands.* WHtakerU CoiMe Wfi^ry •J thi 
BritOHS, fage ayo. ' " - ' ' 

The frith extraOion of the Caledonians Is a favourite 

hypothecs of MrWtiitakcr. Tlie preieotextraA isait 

■'■ "" >' * . ^- • •. . ^ : attempt 
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rife, and let the Ihields of joor fathers meet 
the approaching foe. 



attempt to c(bblUh. It. Coniooaf » liowarer* f bat the 
same of the coootiy and tnhabttants «cre asaioft biiDt be 
andcaraors to vave oljcAiuBS too Clubborn to be cooquer* 
cd, by confining tbis oame to a very ioconfiderable part 
W ^e CaledoBiaof, the jnoanUloeen* tbat be nifbt bave 
the pkafure of mortifying tbe inbabitants of the low 
coonhrks, by making their progenitors confift of m delpi- 
cable colony from Irelaod, whom be repreients mi fnb- 
dninf the Caledonians, and becombg maftcrs of their 
country* 

Since Mr Whitaker has thus deprived the mod reTpc^* 
bk. part of the Caledonians, of tbe only name by whkh 
' they bate been diftio^niihedy in their antient language, 
lor ages, far beyond the reach of hiftory, it is to be «ifli-, 
cd, he had informed ns nnder what deno'minatkn to cUfs 
diero for the future, whether with the Saxons or the 
WcUb ; as the Inbahiunta of Brhain have, for fnany cen- 
tnrks, bad no other general diftinOioa in tbe Calk than 
'JUbin!ch.UaI(h,and Sailbnkh. , ' ' 

' ' Had Mr Whiuker inlifted on what happened in former 
ages only, references to hiftory might be reqniftte to refute 
bk afiertions. , Boc, itnce he has brought the fubjcA to the 
pcc(ent times, the controvcrfy maj be fpccdily and eifcc* 
taally decided. Tbe reader may. If he plea/b, a(k any pk- 
bdan, who nndetftands the Galk, the fignificatkn of jtibi' 
«mI S be will readily receiye for aofwer, thath Is appUed to 
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The departure of the palc-facM fon of night 
i^s on the wings of the fudden blaft. Oalu 
of ftrepgth trembled before the ha'ftc of his re- 
tiring fteps. The groans of the woods were 
' heard» 

all the inhabbaots of Scodaad, coonprtKendins both chofis 
of cbe bisH and low countries* If he thinks hi> iofonner 
sii(laken» be may put the lame qocftion to five hoodrcd ; 
ihcy wHI attanfwer 10 tbeiame words.*- Wliat a ptty that Mr ^ 
Whitaker had not confiikcd ^me of them, and oot ezpoiedr 
bis igoorancc of m langtugc, on the radical words of which 
be attempts to cfiahttO» a groundlcis bjpochcCs; and 
from whole iigiti6cant tcnns he endcaTOors to deduce the 
origio of Bations. 

Who can help regrctiog, that an aathor of Mr Wbtta* 
ker*s tafie, elegance, ditrofive knowledge, and acute pe* 
Betratbo, Ihould fiifler bimicif to become the dope of 
pr^odice, £» far as to let bimfclf thus be made mo eafy 
, prey by every lirtle critic, wtthont potting them to the 
trooble of arranging argaments againll him. No wonder 
that Cxiar and Tadtns have given fucb imperfc£l ae* 
counts of the Caledonians eighteen hundred yean ago, fince 
ma anci<|08rbn of Mr Whitakcr*s penetration. Is entirely 
ignorant of the very name by which they are diftingniOied 
at this day. . , . ■ . 

Astbc inhabitants of Atbin are the principal aAors la 
the iuMeqocttt poems, t^is inquiry into the extent of their 
' territories, became in Ibme degree necellary. 
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heard, 'as be ruflied on the clonds of his (peed 
' through their whirling locks. 

Call vnj heroes from the chace, faid the 
Chief of AIbin*t chiefs. Kindle mj oaks on 
Drdmfina *, that the blaze of many hills 
may ^gather mj^people from their hundred 
glens.' ' ' ^ ' , ; ' ' '"'''' \ ' 

; Such were the words of Morduth t» king 
of inanj ftraths, when his Ihield ipoke the 
words of alarm. The fons of baule heard, 

^ f.6f DrniDy m height, andFioa, hrroess, If we night 

/ prefome, ai this didincc of time, to form conje^ret coo- 
ceraiog the fccne of the prricnt poem, we would be apt 
to place it b the uorth-ead corner of Fife. There is to 

- , he i^en, at this d^^f, ' the remains of a fortification on the 
top'of a bill," called Drumcarro^ three miles weft from. 
8t Andrew*;. The country people, who always entertain 
flgantic -cotton's of aottent heroes, diftiosuiih it at preient 
by the name of the Giant* i CaftU* 1 bough not high, it 

, commaods^an eztenfiTe profpe^t along the eaftern coid, 
from' Lothian to near Aberdeen ; and, therefore, a very 
proper ficuattoo for kindling a £re, according to the cudpm 

. of the Scots, as a beacon to alarm the coamry, on the- 
I. appearance of an enemy, c . i , « . 

f Mor-dotb, yeatf dark ^ct-o.-— All the names in the 

. ^ Bighlands and mod of.tlic anticnt oncs.jn the tow 
• ./ • - •;.- -t.^vv * .... , :, .. countries. 
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.and tbeir ,f words forfook their dark dwelltngs 
iathcfteath. . . ,.,„ ^,^ . .. ,, , , . 
: Morning fhook her gray locks in tbe caft» 
ancf bade the florm depart. The fun, came 
forth in mildnefs from the waves, and his 
•rifing beams fmiled on the blue fteel of manj 
heroes^ ..-. * ..•».•- .. : 

• ^Caivglas • came forward with his. cloud of 
ftrength. Many fpears glittered behind Ca- 
nard. .Tommore of the mafTy (hield gathered 
his warriors ; and why (hould Mordale, the 
. chief of the. weighty. fttel, be laft? His flicps 
V were foremofl to meet the foes of Albin. 

Who hath fecn Swanar, faid Caivgias, of 

other years ?— arc his wa^'riors many ? — ^I have 

. Qiet him in battle in the days of my ftrength ; 

. but other warriors now raife the fpears of 

Albin. -^ 

Then they (hall raifc them in rain, fald the 
. ^ fon. of 'Corvi. " Swanar advances .vrith the 
^tCpi .«^^..;.,r/^.^ ,,;:.;,:,'.':. . ,/ /ftrength 

-couo'tTles, ane at tills day fignificini in the Galic; is Bat- 
*^^ §wiT,€9MtgvM\ Utij^tbcbaIfcftbcfla:iiiSomerfik,*the 
' mgM of •weighty vfitrds^ &c. ^ '■ ■■' 

'- •.Chaibh-jlas, x*"^ /^fhj-rChean-an!, Uglhhiji\'^ 
^ Tom-more, great ft//;— Mor-dale, cxterJ:d vatlcj. 



(.^ V'fg " ^^ ' "MW^ ' -^ " ^ ^^ 



■-w.MWtf^,r. ■ ■ ,. . .^ ,>.,.,^^. in^inri 



44 M O R D U T H. 

ftrengdi of tboofands. The dazzling beams 

rfthe fna (parkleroaad the gIo(s of his bur* 

/ . siifked aitDoon Tall warriors fink bj h*s 

: fides* Ldftj trees ieem little as he^pafleth. 

• The rocks of Tirmore diminifli beneath his 

extended ftride* Terrible is the coining of 

LochbVs • king ! Who of Albm's race (haO 

' meet the llrength of his arm? 

Fly to thj cave of (afetj with all thj ter- 
rors, thou chief of the feeble araii, faid CaiT* 
glas. Thj tittle ioul trembles at the found 
' ol danger, Rke the green leaf which (hakes 
on a twig before the wmd. Flj thou, like it, 
/ from the breath of winter; but here are oaks 
'of ftrength, who have withftood the wrath of 
other ftorms. Has not the north ^ured all 
Its f urj on our land in the days of former jeari, 
and have we not met the blail unihaken ?-^ 
r flj* ^^^ warrior of jeftcrdajyto the dwellings 

( 4>f liule men* . .. - .• - . 

y •: -::• •* Had 

^ . . • . ^ . • 

( ' ' • All the ■crtlicni natums who Invaded tbc Gi!cdo« 

\ / aians^ tverteooipriicd under the fcoeral Baae of LocbUfl, 

( » Ib tbc Galic. eomprebendiof all the different Hates of 

Scandiaavia. Tbu name leeni to have been ^iven them 
byth^ Caledooiaoi ct.cm£^lve»; as the word» io their 
'. iafl(aa|e,literali^Smfics, 7iri^ei(dM/f#//^fO(r«f. * 
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Had h^»who is bat of yeflerdaf , no foes but 
thee, well might he tremble for the fame of 
hts battles: — But Lochlin's race (hall meet 
his fword warm from th j fide. Thy words 
have already been heard»— fon of pride : — (hew 
ihy ftecl. 

The fpears of the two chiefs rofe. Their 
warriors on either fide half unfbeathed. Now 
would the fteel of Albin have pierced her own 
bofom, and fought the battle for Lochlin's 
race, had not the king» the fliteld of his. 
people, come forward, and (lopped the uplift* 
ed ipear. He faw, with grief, the ftrife of the 
heroes. His frowning eye rolled from chief to 
^cbief. He dreaded the fall of his people, and 
his words were heard.— 

Unlheath not the fword, ye fons of ocean, 
left the tales of your land fay we Tank by 
your ftrength. Your fathers have often ratfed 
the fpears in vain. Their tombs are many 
on our coafts ; but fmile, ye fons of the fea, 
for Albin has unfheathed the fword againft 
herlcif, ;..»:• 

- Abafhed, the fons of difcord (hrunk from 
the wrath of the king, like two dark clouds 

'•'' . * F ' - that 
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that roUtlieir conrfe to diflferent hills» wBeo 
tlie fun looks forth in all his majcftx* — The 
Tallies before them are fad, and fee the co« 
gmngof the tear of hearen. Little hills are 
paft unheeded* — ^Their courfe is tc^wards the 
higheft mountains^ that rear their haughty 
Iteads in the wide extended regions of the ikj* 
*— >So dark, fo tremenduous, rolled the chiefs 
their threatening conrfe towards the foe. 
' The Kbg came forward with the ftrength 
•of Albin, like the rock of Tonmore *» when it 
coUeds the force of all its cliffy brows to 
^eet the boifterons waves of ocean. 

Swanar advanced with all his pointed ipearsi 

The (Irength of Lochlin moved like a fiorm 

from the north, which flowly rolb its clouds 

along the hills. No angry wind travels in 

wrath: No raih blaft wanders alone^— The 

firength of the north blows eqnaL • ^ • 

-The fp'ears of Albin rofe high. The words 

. of fteel were heard. As the meeting of two 

I great rocks m the bottom of the hollow glen, 

rolling with fury from the lofty brows of op- 

\ . V ' " / : ; pofite 

• ■,'■- . ;• -. ': " - -. . '. 
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poCte bills, when .the brown hind flies with 
horror the danger of their coorfe ; (b bold, (a 
fierce, fo terrible, was the meecmg of the two 
hofts. Many foes fank before the firength of 
Albiiu Many more fupplied the places of the ' 
fallen. '. 

The horror of battle roared along th^ 
heath* Mordale flrode among the (Iain. A 
bloody ftream pours from Canard's (pear* 
The (oul of each hero was bright ; but who 
could withftand the ftrength of thoufands i 

Morduth (aw the backward fteps of his 
people, and the kindling rage of his mighty 
foul awaked. He raifed his terrible fpear ia 
wrath, and the groans of new*formed ghofts 
were heard. But his heroes were diftant far, 
and his foes were many. He retired at laft 
to his hoft,like the angry torrent, when, mur* 
muring, it falls from the (haggy brow of the 
rocic* An hundred times the pnde of ocean 
bids his furious waves climb the rugged height. 
An hundred times the rock throws them back 
into the reftlcis deep. The roice of their 
rage is terrible, as they (bake their hoary locls 
to the wind.* - 
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WIij doeft tlfoa frown in the weQ, fair hair- 
ed traveller of the fkj? Our foes were not of 
tibe feeble. Often have the dark clouds con« 
cealed thy own beauty in the day of the fiorou 
Bnt, when thou driveft the wind from thy 
lands, and purfued the temped from thy fields; 
^rhen the clouds vanifh at thy nod, and the 
whirlwind lies fiill at thydefire; when thou 
looked down in triumph on ov land, and 
. fitaked the white locks of thy awful majedy, 
, inj^ide, above our hills; when we behold 
. thee dothed in all thy lovelinefs, we rejoice in 
the conqued thou had made in heaven^ and 

biefs thy friendly beams, O Sun ! 

But retire to thy heathy bed with fmiles, 
.bright monarch of the iky ; for we will yet be 
jenowned. . . . ^ ^ • -^ ; 
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THRICE bad the dark-baired night 
. (hook htr midj wrings in the eaft» 
Thrice had the trembling (lars attempted to 
look forth. Thrice had the fighs of the van- 
qutlhed mingled with the wind, when the 
ghoCls of departed heroes were feen (biking in 
wrathful fte'ps on the hills* Meteors rolled 
together on the heath. Feeble Toices whif* 
pered in the clouds. The affrighted hojl heard ) 
it, and dreaded the frown of their fathers who 
never fled. 

The king Rood on ArdcraTg*$ ♦ broW. An 
.hundred fpears are half ere^ed round. Each 
(pear fupports the grief of a chief. Behind 
ftobd the darkened hoft. a gloomy cloud-! The 
looks of the king were rouzld him to behold 
their thoughts*, and his words came forth. 

* '. • Ard'Cnig,' l;^5 rut ^ . | 
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' Fate frowns, and the feeble retire from daQ« 
ger. The Toice of the ftonn is heard^ and 
the fons of little men flj to the cottage ; hot 
' the rock meets the breath of the north, and 
Ihakes not. The coorfe of die dorm is 
abroad; but oaks of ftrength ratfe their heads 
regardle(s of its wrath. 

Say, then, chiefs, are we of the fons of little 
men? Are our fpears feeble twigs (prung from 
Albin's oaks of (Irength ? 

The force of manj foes ruflied from the 
north in the days of other years. Did our 
fathers fly before them ? — ^No, warriors ! they 
fled not from the Ilrength of thoufands. Their 
Ipears rofe high : The fons of the fea fanl^ be- 
fore them. Shall we then fly on the hills of 
their triumph, where the ghofU of the foe 
were wont to murmur from 'the whirlwind as 
they fled from tomb to* tomb?— Thefe gray 
fiones, the marks of other battles, lift their 
mofiy heads in the face of heaven, and feem 
to fay, « Your fathers fled not/ 
' The king fpoke. The chiefs ftood fixed in 
, grief. By times they viewed their fpears, and 
^gralped their bofly fliiclds. Swords were half- 
% '. . ' unflieathed. 
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Unflieatlied, and half-formed accents mingled 
:jfrixh the wind. • 

. Morcan *, the leader of Aulduth's f war- 
riors, came forward. Thrice he fhook the 
locks of his age.' Thrice his fpear is dafhed 
againfl^ an oak. His eye dropt the tear of woe ; 
his mouth the words of grief. 

My name, O king ! u'as not wont to be 
mentioned with die feeble. I was not acca* 
fiomed to fly before my foes. Part of my 
ftrength has fled with my years ; but fear has 
not yet found room in my withered nerves. 
.The hope of my ^ray hairs was in the rifing 
fame of my fon. His hand, I thought, would 
raife my tomb. Nor Ipear, nor tomb, fliall 
.CTcr rife by him. He ruihed forward in the 
. - ' ' • \ ' battle, 

• Mor-^heao, greti i«ri.— This diftio^Hon was not aK - 
together ib rode is cbe dcgaot aothorof tbeADoalsof 
Britiio affirms, in the etymology of the oamc of Malcolm 
Ctmnorc. - The idea of loftinefs, as well as greatoeis, !s 
. txprtffod by the original ; and, therefore, yery pio^krly 
applied to a man exalted abof c the common people, 
whether by flatofc or Aation. 
f Anld-duth, Htci'Jhecm* 
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battlei where no friend coutd aid. TBe rifing 
of man J fpears was roond him: — ^He fanl in 
tht midft of faUiDg foes. 

Peace to the (hade of the hero, iaid the 
hbg f he muft not wander al(»ie to the mifly 
dwellings of his fathers i; fome chief of Albia 
nod attend. The land of clouds is gloomjr^ 
The warrior b a (Iranger, and alone. 
. ^ Ogvan, the fon of Corvi, grafped his (hi eld, 
and {hook his fpear to the wind^ — Shall we reft 
till morning (how her fair face in the eaS ; or 
raife the fteel among the clouds of night, and 
lay the foe with the deer of their f eaft ? 

Qften,iaid Canard, did our fathers giTc the 
ihell of joy ; but when did they fpread death 
iroond the f eaft of ftrangers ?-^The mighty are 
^mong the race of Lochlin. We too will re- 
joice in our turn ; of , if we fall, let us not de- . 
part, like tKe dim cloud that travels over the 
mountains, while the moon is allcep, and the 
twinkling Ears fhrink firdm the prefcncc of 
the ftorm. The morning will foon Ihake her 
gray, locks in the eaft. The fun will look 
•'-' - :■ '■ .- '-. --P>sL^ '. ; %/ '-'"i ■ .- -forth 
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foitK from the bloe fields of his prSdei and 
Untie on the raifing of cor fteel, ^hile death 
frowns grimlj at the point of each fpear. 
' Let heroes who exped their tombs to ri/e 
by the white-armed daughters of .beauty, faid 
the bearer of Dunairm*s ^ (hield^reft till morn- 
ing; but Moralt (hall fall amid the (hades of 
night. No tomb of mine (hall rife : No tear 
from the lovely (hall bathe it. None (hall la- 
ment .over me, (aying» « Oh* my hero !'-* 
None (hall lament qrer me,, faying, « Oh my 
fon !* f My arrow hath pierced the bread of 
ihe loiyely : My fpear is ftained with the blood 
of my kindred. , - 

My fathers were the foes ofAlbin, Their 
(pears rofe w^th Lochlin's king. I longed to 
trarel upon the wares of ocean. Six warriors 
rai(ed my white fails. The wind came ia 
hallefrom the north : Waves gathered ftrength 
from the blaft. Seas mingled With clouds 
. v. ;•.,.. .', .- C \ • - Ihaf 

% Dooatrm, rf< towtr $farmu 

f « Tbqr fttll not hmeht for kirn, faying »k mi^/ 
Uotber, o^ all lifter ! They (hall not lament for him, ' 
(«yinSt th lord,, or ah hU ^lory ! He fliall be buried with' 
Ihr burial ofao afs, drawn and call forth bey4P<l thcsaUt 
of JcruCilcm/ Jerem. xxSL i8. . . ** 
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tbaX Itorricd along the face of the deep. The 

high bills of .Albin rofe on the top of the 

waves *• The green woods of Sliaran (hook 

1 •> : ' - their 



* WBat & bere tranflated» TSe %f KUs, &e. ftands Sa 
the orlgtoal Dbeirich Albin Air brauih-coniu Tbe Db 
•ia the Bifk word baTin^ tbe found of y 10 EosIUb ; and in 
che middle of tbe M, being* aetordliig to tbe 'geatuft of, 
.the Celtic tiogoafCy quicfceat» Is prooouoced tbos v ' 
Yeirid\ Albio air braitoin ;. Bral (isDif|la f in? ariably /o/, 
and' Coin -wtva* 

^ To pretend to fire a definttioo of tbe word Britmit jo(V, 
. snd, at tbe (ame tfoie, difierent from alt tbat bave already 
. been adtaoced by io many emioent wriceri on tbat fobjc^, 
would be(peak a degree of arrogance wbicb tbe Traoflaccr 
woold iednloofly wiQi to aroid : Bot, be bas tbe g reaceft 
fcalbb to believe, tbat tbe etymology of it cannot, with 
propriety, be deduced from any other roet than Bm-tua* 
' Tbat tbe tingoage of tbe Gaufs and Britons was tbe 
' . ftiiie,*wc learn from nndoubted autberity ; and, it would 
- be doing naterUl Injafltce to tbe inulligent reader, to ima- 
gine btm capable of foppofing this could be any other than 
tbf Utic As this was ondonbtedly the fird brignage ^ 
. *^keon both fides of tbe £ngli(b channel, it renders it 
more than probable, that It is tbe only one in which tbe 
, trlgb of the word Britatn is to be found. 

'' Tbat Briuin was at firfl peopled frookthe oppoCte coafi 

^ tf Oanl^ is 1 faiiooal bjpcibdis; and accordingly b^ 

, •' r s ^-.i ...■',-,•, '^ Ikcji . 



urn* r*"-^-- ^-^---^ — >^>..-.^^^..^.»M.,-«„.^^-.„. ...«*?,■., 



M OR D UT H. 55 

tbeif locks before tlie bounding of otir bark; 

The liall of Danatroi was the home of 
ftraogers. The graj haired chief (Iretched 

' . forth 

been tdopted bf th^ moft cntocot luftot Uni : That, as 
Brifaio was wichio B%ht pf Gaol, the iohabUants would 
b^w on it foose aime before thcj eroded the chanoeU 
is t fuppoCtlon not altoscthcr improbable. The Celtic 
bof oagc cootains no names that are not tifn!£cant of cbe 
CKtemal appearance of the obje^ on which thcf are be- 
ftowcd. ' Ingenaitj could certainty Co^^tik no term more . 
fi^nificant of the appearance of Britain from France, Ticw* 
Id$ k over the convesdtj which the (lobe forms in the ' 
breadth of the channel, than, -* The land on the top of 
tEe waves.* The antient poems in the High lands are, at ' 
tbis daj, replete with fimilar eaprellions applied to anf 
land viewed over a part of -the fe^. 

That ihc iof §fthe vaves is a faithful tracilatioo, is af* 
ferted with a ^Cttve tone : Bot the arguments advanc^^ 
with a view toderhre the name of our ifland fronvit, are 
only^the children of tmasination ; and, therefore, |left to 
be crofted or cheri(hed at the mercf of the reader. Ko 
attempt, however, hath been made to miflead him» as the 
Tranflator does not pretend to fopport his opinion, either 
iy the teftimooy of hiftory, or the voice of tradition. It 
is, notwithdandin^, countenanced by the oniverfal cuQom 
of the Celtic nations, of never beftowing a name on any 
obje£Vtbat was not bij^ly G^niScaot, and chara£teti(Be; 
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forth the hand of fricndfliip to receive uu 
VTelcoiRc, faid he^ are the fons of ocean* 
"when thej come in peace. Oar deers are ma* 
jkj z Our ihelU are full.* The tales of oor 
' l^rds are pleafant ; and why Ihould the (Iran* 
gcr motirn in our hall ? 

.The feaft was (pread with mirth, and we 

* Uefied the foes of our fathers. 

^ • Mmvas ♦ Ihonc in the hall of her father, 
like the firft beam of the ri/lng fan» when it 

* fmiles on the dewy plains* Many chiefs fought 
J theloTe of the maid ; but (he turned her eyes 

from the mighty, and fixed them on Moralt. 

Nor hills, nor warriors were mine. I went 
to the battle alone. Thefoes of Lochlin had 
fallen by my hand ; but my fame was not 
'heard. 

* Co, faid the maid ; fight the battles of other 

hings. Gather thy fame in a diftant land ; 

■ ••• \\ ^ \' ■! - fend 

• * * . ' ' . • 

^is is the pnfy ctidence ve cin rcaibnablf cxpe<^» in 
ibppprt of cbe origio of terms which bare made cbt& wa]f 
to vs, from a people defthote of the uTe of letters, and 
' coniiEqiMntly of any other means of cooveyacce, than the 
fijiniScation of words. 

* ■ • Blio-bhas.y^yj/tf/m. . • ' ' ^ ^^-; • 
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fend it before (hee to Minras, and Ihe vili own 
thy lore. /" . * . ^ 

\ went to Erin's * king. Many of his foes 
fell by my fword. My name was heard in 

• . fong, 

* Alt the pUces which lay' to the weft, were anciently 
denominated Erti as Erin, Ireland ; £r*$aei, Arsyle, Cg* 
aif jing the weftern Celts, in oppofition Co thofe who in- 
habited the eaftero coaft of Scotland. 

TIm Rev. Mr Whltaker fiTes a very diifereot account 
of t^e matter ; and claims no (mall portion of merit from 
the diiboTerief he hat made, and the Yl^lories he has 
gahied over all^the critics and hiftoriaos who have written ' 
•n this fiihje^ If thefe datms are properly founded, no 
ipolo^ will be due to the reader for laying diem before 
him. 

• * Ar-fathel, Iar-]^I, or Ar-gyle« ' This name has 
pnxzled all the critics and hiftorianf. But it b oothing 
more than the Irxsk. The 'Britons being nniYcrially 
ealkd Guthel^ and Gcr/,' foch of them as went o?er into 
Ire-land, lar-ia, or Er-io, mnft natarally have recdve^ 
the appelUtioo of lar-gael, Er-gael, Ar-gael, or the Ir-ifh 
BffccHis ; and the appellation remains, to this day, among 
the lri(h, in their cuflomary appeUatioo for their own ' 
^ogvage, Caehch Eir-inach, or the Ir-i(h BritiOi.* Whi- 
fMker\ GemnHeHifioryoftbt Britons, p. %tj> 

OftentatioA never railed her giddy head with left rciUba 
thfo b the abore extras. It is aAoniOiing how a writer 



^wjj.f nM ' ac^j^ j> » 9w%iKjif m , r ? . » — ' wy 



ijifU*mm\ikttmw}^m'iiutiMMi\\tM-riuiiiUtT^fmmn'%ii\\ i mn fa. 



j« MORDUTH. 

Ibng» and my fame traTelled over manj feat; 
The daughters of Iim'is«fail fpread their white' 

•mrms 

of Mr Wbiuker*s peoetntioii coald attempt to ptber 
kards so cb«ficU of Celtic e:jiDo!«(y. Isoorantorcverj 
dialect of that Uof naje,' he deceifct buolclf by the fimi* 
krity of £>und, or by proooaociof letters, whkh» accor- 
dioig to the geoios of the lan^oa^e^ oogbt to be qolefcent. 
JLajiof , thos, the baCs of bis b jpothefis oa a talie foan- 
dation, he prooee<is to en€t a ftm^tiire, which even the 
beatttifbl maooei^ of his executioo caooot re(ciie from cen- . 
five ; aod» be almoft eompellt his iaUUi^t readers to 
liMgetthat«erpe£t which is doe lo him, as a {entlemaii of 
f eolos aod learning. 

The name of Ar^U has nerer pozzled any critic or 
hiflorian who onderfiood the Ungoa$e of its bhabitants, 
as there are not two words io it ealier de£iied than tho(e 
that compoie k,ui. Era, wfli aod Gael, the g eoerai 
.name of the Celtic nations. 
. The Britons arc here (aid to be «otf erddly termed Ca« 
thel aod GaeL— As moch knowledge in the Galic as ge» 
aerally foils to the (bare of a febool-boy, would be (iiffi- 
dent to inform Mr Whitaker, that the names are both 
rdie&me; that thel& in the middle or end of wor/s, 
after a broad Towcl, are ooirerially CUni ; and» although 
written by ibme antient aathors» are never pronounced. A 
thorough knowledge of the fondameoul rules of Celtic 
'grammar would have ikrcd Mr Whitaker and bis readers 
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arms before me in vaiiu When peace (miled 
• on the land« I returned to the maid of finow. 

•The 

an immenie deit of trouble, aod r<(cued the (abjcA from 
chat ebicurity into which his ignorance of them has thrown 
k, bj creating fcveral names oat of one. The whole ar- 
foment is founded on i liippo(itton» that the term Cad 
was applicable to no other people than the Britons* 

The word Cae! Cfnifies literalix Whites^ and is the 
same by which we find the principal inhabitants of £a- 
rope» towards the weft, firft diftinguifhed in antient hi* 
■ftory. Accordingly, all the remains of that people, to 
this day, caH themfclves Gael\ as Gaelic-albinach, the 
IsBgosge of the Gaels in Albin; Gaelic Erinach, the 
langnage of the Gaels in Ireland, and Gaelic-oalQi the 
Ungvage of ^he Gaels in Wales. . . 

The inhabitants of Britain were ncYtr called Cad from ' 
theif coontry, but from their langoage. The appellatioo, 
therefore, always was,, and i#, at this day, applied pro- 
miicuoully to the mbabuants of both iflaods, who conti* 
BQcd to fpeak the antienr Celtic 

That the Irifii call thdr own langoage * Gaelic«erioacb,* 
is an undifpoted troth. ' But the fubfeqocnt definition of 
k,or < lil< Jrip Jn/i>,* furniOics a gUring indance of the 
boldnefs with which thb author adrancts the chhnera of 
bis own brain in the face of well attefted fa^Vs. Does 
not Mr Whitaktr know, that the Galictans in Spain ^ke 
this langoage? Does he not know that the' Gaols in 
France ipokc it ? Doa set be know* that the Irllh them- 
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The ibn laj 'aflcep, and the moon wandered . 
from doad to eloud^when the hallof Donainn 
appeared. From the iktrts of a birchen grove 
die breath of night conveyed to my ears a 
ibund foft as the breath of fommer. — *■ Go ; 
and» if thou fall^ Minvas will bathe thy fweet . 
^ memory With her tears** 

My fodl, that never trembled before, (hook 
'* ^th dread and horror. I faw Minvas ; and 
lately was the warrior who Hood by her fide. 
* 1 , .. Ibent ; 

' JbWet fyCfit it ? Wb| tbea pretend to confioi it to thd 
BdUMl? 

Ifliarancc of tbe Cekic tiDfosgc, which ibty, Soibi&e 

cticSy be held forth as a (bicld for Mr Wbitaker, «xll not 

htst atall him. A writer far Icfs Yeriaot in the volomi- 

■ont biftory of antiqaitjr, 010ft have known, that, wbed' 

~ Afiy\t recced its name, Gael, or Celts, was applied to 

.- , ibaoy nationsrof £orope. . What apology, therefore, (haQ 

* caaidoor find for an author who could thus flatter bis own 

Canity, and gradfy the prejudice of his countrymen, at 

- * . Ibc cxpebce of truth, and violation of thefe facred ptisci* 

picy of honour, 00 which e? ery biflorian ought to Vatae 

limftlf?«-ttatheil diot fingular in his condod^. The 

ttm^ft ciToris of the mind iecm Co catend no further than 

f^ft^fi welt. The execution generally compels os to re- 

Ireteacb ochcrrweahners, and lament that human na^ 

tfM, cTca ia her oobleft ippeancce^ Is tlogg^d with ia- 

irmWcj. 
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' I bent my boW. — Go, faid I td an irrbw/ 
. pierce that breaft of falOiood. Let no other 
^ warrior fearch for fame to pleafe that heart* 
of pride* * ^ 

The fteei entered her white bofom \ Her 
/ variegated garment is fpfead 6n the heafthV 
tier long hair is bathed in her btood. Her 
groans are mingled with the fighs of night. 
^ Whence came the meteor of death, cried . 
the warrior? — From an arm of firength, I re- 
plied; and raifed mj Ipear. 

Son of gloomy night, faid the afionimed 

* youth, thy arm is ftrong becaufe the foe was 

. feeble. The (pear of the mighty never rofe. 

before a dar)c Heart like thine^ 3ut thy furlf 

' * Thh pittigt forMftes ra inliajUf^of ikJrtfiera ^rSa* 
ffity, of which oothbf iiaiilar is fouod among t%6 Ckfe^ 
dooiaas. JLittle crcdtt» bowerer, wonl^ be due tor die lA 
imioot of the bard, had be brought this warrior into tb^ 

.-poem under a oonteraptible cbaraAer, u be was def 
ttttk^cd of Ac ber^itary fioes of the Caledooians/ Bat 

't|iea|>{>ear^'iiee wbich he makes throughoot the piecegi 
leatci* lio room to* ftfpeiOf that tbe poet was led by toy - 
foeb' dtf^racefol partiality. TbeprefcDtlf, perhaps, t&c - ■ 

Anly crime be could commit, for which bis fiibfequent 
i^ndoA would not entitle li{m to the reader's for^iTcneTfr 
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ghoft Ibali forthwith depart from its dwelling, , 
and mingle with the fens of the wind, where 
. thy honelefs arm fhall never raife the fteel a- 
gainft thc.lovcly. 

Long we fought on the heath. The groans 
of Minvas were loft in the clalh of our flecU 
The fpcar of my foe at laft gave way, and he 
fell before me. The moon looked^forth from 
the ikirts of a dark cloud/ and I beheld my 
friend, the brother of Minvas, b his blood. ; 
. And. art thou fallen, my brother, faid the 
faultering voice of the maid ; and (hall thy 
£ither never behold thy return from the chace ? 
—Oh, Moralt! on what diftant land does 
thy fpear rife againft the mighty ?-^No bro- 
ther of mine fhall now call thee from the fields 
' of thy fame. But thou wilt fome time return^ 
' fny hero, and raife the tomb of Minvas near ' 
. the groves of our former loves.— ^* . • x; 

1 dcew the fteel from the breaft of the love- ' 
ly.' My tears mingled with the^ red ftream 
:■ from her bofom. She opened her faint eyes, 
^ and beheld her Month's hands bathed in her 
blood. — ^^She ihrieked herfelf bto a ghoft. I 
firove to gr9fp it in my arms ; but it fled with 
' J • ■ ^. ; . .,•'.•;. 1? •' ^ ' '"'"^'horror' 
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' Korror firbm my embrace^ and rofe on a beam 
Cf the moon. 

Four Aones mark the dwelling of the hero: 
Near it rofe the tomb of the lovely. The rir- 
gins often give the tear of pity as they pais : 
The tenants of the bufh fing their fongs of 
woe.' All night I fit^ and liften to the wind. 
Dark clouds frown on me as they roll over my 

, head. The children of the air (hon me with 

. horror. ... •* ^ . 

' * The chief of Dunatrm mourns lonely in Ms 
hall. Many tears he (heds for the fallen. By 
ti<nes he feeh his chiidrens tomb. The paf- 

: iing blaft bears pn its wings his voice of woe 
to diftant lands. He lifts his fpear no more: 
«-But I lift his (pear. I lift it againft my fit- 
Aer's hotife. The fon of Dunairm fell by my 
* hand.; but the foes which ought to fall by him, 
fiiall alfo come down. Minvas fell before the 
moon. Before the moon (hall I meet her fa- 
therms foes. I win meet them, O king; but I 
will not return. I' will depart like the angry 

\ ftorm which has long poured its frofty venom. 

on the plains. The faired lily of the field pe«' 

rilhed before It ; The vegetable racc'fink by iu 

* ' I wrath* 



^^LJIf^ tA 



--♦•N^ 



i i ii jii;mm^ i. if M«J ' ' ' J ^ > ^ 



Vt^J^, |I.JIM>^l.«(^^ 



t.-^:^^^^,^.,^^*^-^^^:.^^P^ ■ -,-*ii- iiripiiiiiii 



64 MOR pi^flt / • 

^fCTZt!tu Tbe fallen Sag lie$ at die boubm ol 

:the rock. The children of the wing are mote, 

^!rhe Icaff g:^rmcnt |ia$ fled from the blafted 

^k: The foreft (hakes it$ fcattered locks ta 

.Hic angrj face of heaVen^ The peafant Ihniit 

its wrath near the gleacn of liis o;(ks. But 

^the father of km^nefs looks forth at noon on 

the mourning plains wi|h pity. He difplajt 

rthe bright locks nf his awfol beantj. Tha 

; foe of nature flies from his ftrength. The htJU 

Ibake the fnpw from: their hc^thjr locks, and 

:imile at his departure. 

Sit thou on ti\e heath till morning, leader 
.x)f chiefs, and I (hall fall alone in the midft of 
-thy foes;' left it be faid, « The foe of the lovely 
lis anfiong us, we (hall not profpen* ^ , 

Modrnfulis thy talc,Moralt, faid the king J 
:bnt thou muft not f^ll alone. — Albin's fons 
iviJl never flcep on the heath, while ftrangers 
:£ght her battles. Thou art at a beam of fire 
•in the day of danger; but raife not. Morale, 
Uhe fleel againft thy friends. The mighty muft 
fiali at laft. 1 he frowns, of winter purmc the 
ffootftcps c»f the fniillng fummer.— Minva> was , 
2a fun-beam in the fcafon pf her Ipvelincfs* 
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few could meet the Ton of Duoajrm in tha 
d^yi of his wrath. Not unmarked arc theic 
dwelling among the tenants of the graiv^ ; n9r. 
unheard their fame in tl)e breach of fong* j9ut ^ 
the fpear of thy fathers, Moralt» mourns io 
thjT hand. The generoos ^fteei is afliamed b^ 
reck with the blood of Lochlin* 

It is the fpear of Dunairm^s chief, faid M<U 
rait, that reeki with the blood of his foes i--^ 
Mine (hall nevct more rife in battlel ' It lies ' 

Y 

buried ^ in the tomb of the lovely, beneath 
the tree of the ruftling leaf. Strong was the 
arm which ought to wield this fpear ; but he* 
defends Minvas from the frowns of furiy gnofts' 
in the land of clouds i^ And (hall the foe' 

V triumph 

* It was a cuflom among the sDtlent Celts, to bory ot 
Aellroy every weapon which had brtn uied in the comnUA 
iiun of any cnmc Or tmlock/ accident; as It was imaj;!* 
ikcd, that the ghoftt of the irjare^«ere endowed wkh' 
power to render eVery cAurt of iiich weapons fniitleft la alt - 
iuccccding conteflfv We do oot» howc%er, bear of tnf 
4ciirc of revensc being entertained by the ghofh of thoib 
who had been killed in .fair combat ^ folr fiieh did not ooa* 
Sdcr themfclfcs as injured. ' . ^- ^ 

f Some have been led to condude, from this pafljg^ 
thmt the anticnts u*crc of opioion^ that the gbofts of th« ' • 
.** ' departed'* 
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triampli oter his father in the days of his feebld 

)[cars ?-- Mo, O King ! they flull lieTer mfuk hii 
} gray hairs while .1 can wield this fpear. 
. . ' Long mayeft thou wield it in irenown, O 

Bero I (aid Canard ; but heark'en to the woes ^ 
' of others. I too might mourn the fall of the 

lovely ;but fighs call not forth the tenants of 
* the tomb. * . - 

Craccfoi on the hills was Culalin ♦, the maid 

cf the hand of fnow. Her dark hair rofe on 
. • -■ :. . ..■•:*/ -• - ■■' Hxt^ 

^parted rematoca in a ffate of hoAUity with each other* 
, . w-The words I belicfe, will admit of another expUna« 
tioo. The idea of the young warrior's falling in defence 
of his fincr» ran (o ftron^ in the mind e^f Moralt, that a . 
.^(brdered imagination might* reprc(ent him as OiU cm* 
ployed in that ofice after death ; and that the bard has^ 
perhaps, given tiie real words of the diftraded hero, and 
not the received opinion of the antlents, who feem to have > 
enter tained « milder notion of a future (late, than to make 
It a theatre for a repetition of crimes, or a Icene for the 
. tjediion of future contefts. This opinion would be clogged 
With one material dtfEcuUyw What would become of the 
Remains of thofe ghoftt who might fall in theft imaginary 

• Col-alin, of ctl, a poetical name for a lady's 6ae 
locks ; and mBb, graceful— The name of Alan, or Alleti, . 
In Scotland aad'Ifclaod, is from the fame T00&. 
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. the Wind like the raren's wiog. The heaving 
of her whiU bread was as the downy bofom 
of the fwan» when the foft waves meet it ia 
gladnefi. .The beauty of eacb virgin vanifli- 

.cdwhen the daughter of Sonner appeared. 

, Graceful was the mother of my font, and 
gtadnels (hone in my hall when her foft voice 
joined the harp. 

: Guigan, the daughter of Ainer, had tailed 
iny fecret embrace before I faw Culalin, and 
•flic turned the red eye of envy on the pride of 
women. She came to Culalin in the fealbn of 
her folitude, and fpoke the words ot deceit* 
' Pleafant are the fmiles of the mid-day fun^ 
Culalin ! cool the Ihade beneath the birchen 

'boughs. The hunters ^re diftant far. The 
fea has borne her waves to other lapds, and 
left our rocks to raife their dark heads before 
the fa'ndly breeze. Come» daughter of Sonner^ 
and tafte the fweets of noon. 
* They wandered through the jForcft. A tall 
•XQck within the verge of ocean's bed, affords 
a. giateful (hade. Sleep Ihut the eyes of Cu* 
lalin* Guigan plet her long hair with thoogs>. 
Mxd fixed them to the cliffj rock. Her hands 



^•9^ 



tm^-^-^'^-^-f^'Yfi^'-^--' "^-^-"-H^juMnir^ "" — ir I riiiiir iiiMi 



«l , IfO R 1>U TH. 

*«f fiiow arc bound: Her feet ire, tied to 
m done. The maid of the glrctnj foul faw 
file roming of the flood. She rejoiced in the 

^ blacknefs of her deeds^ and fleJ. 

. Ocean came with all his tumbling vraves* 
Colaiin ftartled at the foood.— Where art 

' thou> my friend i Save me» Gtifgan» from the 

'l^oRik flood — 

The rocks anfwered in pity to her groans t 
Sighs iflued from each hollow cave* But foon 

. ihall ye ceafe to moprn for my love, yeVons of 
theirock! Another wave^ and flie lies peace* 
fill beneath the ftrcam- The re:iring flood 

. ihall leave her as food for the ravenous children 
of the feA» . - ' 

The ftrength of thy brother's arm, Cuigan,' 
though be was my befl, my deareft friend/ 
was no Ihield to thee» Alas I the hero fcl) 
Vfcre my fword. He who had faved my life 

' in battle, died by my hand- Thou alfo fleep. 
eft near him, cruel maid, an.d thy ghoft oftea 

' irownt on roc m the feafon of dreams*' . 
But thou, Culalin, of the raven locks I plea* 

' fint art thou in thy lovelinefs, as thou fimlefk 
in the couch of my (lumbers* Ko furty looks 

"\ ' : , ' \x^ 
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arc thine- Na tray^cllcr fiiuns tby dwelling ♦ 
m the leafon of the moon. Oftsn €oeft thoa 
raife thy (hrill voice oa thy rocks, and warn the 
nariner of the coming fiorm \. He hears the- 
imerrlng found, and retires widiin the peace- 
fi^I bofom of the creek. In^ fafety he views 
. ■ . ' - ihe> 

* Ic was oaIj the ghofts of tboTc who bsd beeo SoHt^ 
•r foir.e crime in their Ufetimr, that were foppofed to wan* 
<!er and atuck the nigbtlf trardter. The poDifiiineiit of 
fbch crimes was tbousbt to conCft in wandering near their 
graves, till they met with one whom they fov^ht, and 
^conpelled to make ittlitacbn to the perlbns or tbexr de*^ 
Ibeodants, whom they had injored lo thdr Hfetime; after 
wfiich, k was- thooght they were permitted* to ibep ta 
peacc^ThiSBOtioo, if doc more rational^ was at lead 

more agreeable Co the minds of men, than thole of a parec 
leligiom 

' t Stonnt frequently rage with great fury at (b» while 
it b p^fcAly calm on the land, before the arrival of the 
winds wliicb occaCon them. The(e t toleot agitations in 
the 0^0, caofe the wives to roar with fuch fory on the 
locks, thai they are heard at the didance of &? enl milcf^ 
'Experience has taoghttbe inhabitants on the coaflto know» 
by this noife,. that the dorm is coinings (bme time before 
it arrites. The antients were of opinion, that this wac. 
occalioned by the ghoQs of thofe who had been drowned^ 
who were cooCdcred as monitors to warn men of ap*^ 
preaching danger, v " . 
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^< the conffid of the wares, and blefles the friend^ 

. ly ^oQiid of thy roci:s, thou watcher of. the 

. nightly fiorms ! 

Thus hare I (laia my friend, Morah; yet 
.' . my fpear rifet with fuccefs againft the foe.^— 

- The lorely rife bnt to fall : ' The mighty ga- 

^ Iher ftrength bnt to GnUu 

Canardlaid, and his mournfol words ceafedr 

'— Silent and gloomy fat the liftenlng hoft«r 
. ^[ Sighs broke forth at the clofe of the tale of 

, .woe* The fbreft ceafed to ware its darlc head : 
; .The fiiort-hmbed heath flood AilL Clouds 
;; werefixedb the £ice of heayen. No rocks- 
, contended with the blaft. Peace was pro- 

/claimed among the regetable race; for the 
' ^ >ind ceafed to trarel •r 

• ' . ' / Whar 

5 ^ TiU'h fappoitd to 5e Cbe dtaatibfi of farroooding, 
•bjcfls, «Uk the two foregoiirg epifodcs were rclacto^, 
though not JcicribeddUnow^ . 

Calhiai RMdh, » bard ftiU alive in the Hishlands, has 
' glYcn t futSbr defcrlptioo of the aucniion paid to aniient 
: Bardt imnmf the rthcarial of their piecef.. I have endea- 
' roorcd 10 Mione, as far as I eoiildp for the injury it has 
' ibflered k the tranflation, bj tluowing th< paHage into 
'fhjoicb> .' '' ; ' , ./ . : . , 

* ' / •. i"' . ' ^''\ \ ' When 
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^hat faint beadi»witli its half formed fmUe« 
^I^dcQs the cheek of the eaft t The moon b 
^ctp In her heathy bed« and the fan is no€ 

' ■ ' •■••. ^' ■•:■•.• -/ -^ 

'When battles ceasM, tnd warriors (heathMtheiWorit 
■Bords join*d the circle roniKl the baroing ourd* 
The deeds of heroes thto emploj*d th« fong : 
Attentive were the old, and amte the yodnf. " ' ' 
The ions of difcord ceas'd to iearch for blood ; 
And life-ioipiring calks half coiptf ftood. 
Then Beauty's daoflueri got no half-dol'ii gtanc^ 
And maids in rich attire forgot the dance. 
The fens of mirch negleCtM^to -form the ring. 
And the bow ceasMto ciotrthe trembling ftring. ' ' 
T^e finny tiibc Aood tift'ning in^he flood, ' 
And filcnce fway'd hec iceptrc o'er the wood. 
The foe of/lecrs Jeantd on the fire of death, 
. And'the roe-buck in Safety crept the heath. 
' The welcome theme brought forth the pleafing den^ 
>Vrheo every chief raceiv'd what pratie was doe. 
Vfac had net then engaged each melting tear ; 
.if or pleafiitg admiration got her ihare. 
The loTe<of^vaborfir*d each warrior's bread: ' 
Proud of bis-chlefuln's feats,he rear'd his cred. ■ 
Tbefites-refltOed^irtheir former days ; 
The Tons were eager to deferTe fuch preiic 
Joy fparkled in 'the face which age made pale ; 
jfiich.>kis*d the noith that toU the wekome tak* 
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:7et prepareil to ftep fortli in the brightnefi ot 
his beaotyw-*— It is MixiTas, the maid of the 
Uoodj bofom, coming'withlier hoodred me- 
•teors to light Morah, the herb of other lands, 

the bearer of her father's (hield, to the fields 
^of death. 

• In wratl^the^irgla comesnot^to her friends. 
"She porfoes the gloom of night from our 
*moiiiluins.. The Knorning- liar trembles in her 

band. She coqes like the firft beam which 
^the fon fends forth to proclaim his approach 
'^>efaciohe leaves his bed of reft in the eaft. 

/IVbj doft thou Aj from ns in hade, maid 
-^ the mild afped? — But .thou haft left morn- 
•iogoo our hills; and thy dim form has difap* 
^peared^ like a ctoud of mift on the lake, which 
'Tamflies before the face of the (Ire of bright- 
•ncfi. * ' W 









"J I *u m, 111 r*^**" '^'<^^^"-f^P"m''J^"^'*m*M 



■.j,:-^,^^^. ^^^-.^ ^1 ■>«:■■ ■■ .tm^ 



M O R D V T H, 



B 6 O 1^ -in. 



TTI^AIffTbcanttsfmilcdrnthceafL Gloomf 
JL nigbt fied on ber wiogs of (pee J: The 
twinkling (Urs retired to other lands ; and the 
^n prepared to, raife his fair head, when a 
bard appeared oa the heath with his fong.of 
pride. 

Swanar, the chief of a;i hundred chie& : He 
-that is ftroQg as a rock in the fea, as a hill oa 
^e land, fends his terrible fongto the fons of 
iche mountains. . . ' 

His eagles are on their wings. His hawt^ 

, ^he followers of his fyear, are round hinu 
His ravens hare winged their journey round 

/Us (hips, over 'many feas. The derouring 
tribes a(k. for Tood. Does the chief of this 

Jand grant them his warriors for their feaft^ 

^nt does he bend beforethe mighty, and ofiVr 
•: V 4beni, 
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/them his deer? — Speak, jc who fly in battle; 
^o^ man J deaths are in the points of Lochiin's 
ipears. 

The words of S wanar are great, bard of the 

' Jioary lodsl Has words are^eat, becaufe 
iiis foes are few. Bat; fit thou here, and tade 
Ae (hell of friendfhip* fon of fbngs ; and, when 
nbott retumeft to Lochlin*s king, tell him that 
I the rarencns fons of the wing have but follow- 
ed their fo€^ over many feas*. Bid him ad- 
"vance with his thoufands. Tell him that our 
arms are 'Arong, and that our fouls are . 
<^right.^ ' „ 

.^ The bsurd heard, the words of the king, and 
departed In the pride of his haughty fteps. 
rile talked of ghofts as ^he went, becaufe he 
^orefaw the fall of many. 

As the angry fiorm from the north gathers 

-s^ its winds, and rains, and clouds, when it 
■ • ' • J^repares 

* When «ny binl df ^Ky tat ' feen £u3n^ on the maft 
«^f t (hxp9 it wif coofidercd as a Tciy bad omeo. k was 
.Stta^oed they wore endowed wicb che ^ft of foreknow- 
ttigt, l»| wbkh they followed Ihips for iboe time before 
<^cy wore wrecked. The Highlandeii, Co this day, copli- 
»der aof vciTcl on vblch theyarc U%n, is doomed to iEft> 
• *ftniftioiL • • : • 
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f r^pares to ru(h along the plains and pour hi 
.!furf on the moontatns;. fo gathered Swanar 

the warriors of his land. Their (hields were 

• . ^ . ^ . i 

like the dark clouds of night: Their faces like 
the fiars looking forth bj times from their 
. labie (kirts. * 

' The force of Albin adranced like a ridge oF 
' mighty waves» vhofe ftrength is increafed bj 
the hofliile breath of manj blafts. Above is 
the courfe of the ftorou The broad-faced 
moon looks down by times* The mariner 
'bears the hideous found with horror. He 
. Cruftsin the (Irength of hts bark, and prepares 
.to meet the danger which he cannot (hun« 

O hunter of Corn! how (hall I defcribe- 

the deeds of our arms f—Thou haft feen Mor* 

: craig. It rears its head aloft, and drags the 

. clouds from heaven to clothe its Ihaggy brows* 

A mighty torrent tumbles from its top. Its 

downward journey is an hundred times the 

kngth of the talleft^ warrior that ever raifed 

. the malTy ihield. — ^Thou haft feen the conteft 

between the flood and the rocks below; — ^but 

'\ thou never didft,— hunter of Corri ! thou nc-^ 

ver ihall fee ftrife like ours. 

'■■'■• •■.■/*" 
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As tec feeble twig bends before the ftortir^ 
wbcn angry ghofts contend in the flcy ; fo bent 

' the race of Lochjin before the king of Albin* 
Swjinar fair hts coming, and thrice he dook 
Bfsfpear. ' • 

. But thou (hal'ed it in vain. Ton of the 
4ea. Albin's chief is a roc^ which laughs at 
ChcAorm. The flrongeft waves (brink, with. 

- terror from Its angry brows. ^ ' 

But I nerer (hrunk with terror, faid the 

Jting of the north. My arm is ftrong as aa 

.hundred dorms. Rccfcs^'woods, and moun- 

. tains^oppofe not me. Have not I defeated the 

force of the ocean 2— Stormy feas fpread them- 

. feWcs round mj coafts, and cry with all their 

. threatening waves, • Thou ihalt go no further.* 
But ye cry in rain/ yc haughty feas ! {lave 

.»ot I defeated your arcngth ; and (hall the king^ 

-of this land ftand before me? 

Such were the words of the twd chiefs ; but, 
when they raifed their terrible fpears, the 

, earth (hook around, trees fell torn from 
Aeir roots* Rocks groaned beneath their feet. 
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•od, fbrfakiDg their beds of reft>. coUcd awa]^ 
with terror^. • ^ * ^ 

Many fwordt roft around: Many^ arrovs; 
fled from the yew* Many varriors ftood at » 
diftaDce» and iriewcd the flrtf e of the two kings. 
Bat the fliield of Swanar fank^and his people 
. trembled. The fpear of Morduth rofe to end 
. the ftrife; but the thoughts of the TalianC 
darted on hitfool»aftd he (pared the fhteldlef&. 
kreaft 

: Moralt was forward in the bbody conteft*. 
^ A ghoft afcends from each ftroke of the hero.. 
Diftant ftood a chief of LochHn, tali as a tree ' 
by the Oream. The fons of Albin fall back 
from his fiiiehl, as the wa¥e$ from a rock* 
^rSo ftaads the oak ot many years. The 
courfe of the Aonp is abroad ; but thy head^ 
daughter of ftrength and beauty^ is exalted^ 
and thott regarded not the wrath of the blaiU 
Safety is behind thee ; and the hunter fliuns 
the ftorm near thy ftately trunk. Thou art 
his (hieid firom the violence of its rage.r^Sa 
ftood the feeble behind the flicM of th^ 
chief % . . • 

.•' , . ..-.r -.--..■ r': . .Morale 

' *.To ia joffice to the bcriU of la oppMicnti tppeirt i»> 
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V Morale raifed hii fpcar agatoft the migBtjr 
fon of the ica.' The meeting of the two he* 
jocs' was cerriblc. Rocks anfwcred to the 
groafis of their . decl. The torn . heath fled 
from the ftroggling of their footfteps: Trees 
fel! before the ftrifc of their fpears. The fons 
of little men faw it, and were afraid, 
'. Longtbt^lieroes fought, and long the ad- 
/mlrtnghoib beheld the gleain of their ftecL 
But both fiml together on the heath, and the 
Uoody ftream was' from both their fides^ when 
Moraltipoke: '. - 
- I am Tow, warrior J — mj* fpear Ihall no 
more meet the (hield of the mighty : My fword 
fhall no more glitter in the ftrife of herocs.~ 
I have yet one brother, Solva of the m'afly 
' ftield. : He purfucs the deer on the banks of 
"BawTiar.-llf thou withcft to fall by the mighty, ] 
meet hto^ and thy fame will be great in 

tiotit of dfe li»gh«(t tnorapUs vliich human nature can 
boaft of obtittMis.ovec t}iat narrowocfs' of mind, w^ich 
die cuitivatioB ti modern politcocrs feems bot to chcrifb. 
Katiirc, ho««m, rears her bead with dignity;, and claims 
. ieveral hoiuNUS •f this kind^oe Co her children. But 
dieic moft 'firmockt! j cccur among a people mhom thfr 
(augbtioeis «ffcicncc bu termed ^^^^z^ax.- 
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And have I ratfed the fteel again ft thee, O 
» ^oralt !— Hath mj hand laid the fon of mj 
^ther low ?— Thou who taught mc to wield 
- jrhc fpcar ! — But never more %vill I wield it.— 
Reach me thy hand of friendfKp ;— I will 
grafp it to my hofom. We will travel to- 
gether to the dwellings of our fathers.— One 
wdood will be our bed in the land of ghofts. 

Themoarnful hoft heardthe words of Sol- 
•Ta. The race of Lochltn iled to their dark 
ftips. — Morduth dropt a tear over the heroes, 
and hd^c the battle ceafe. — The iiuge Itone 
jofe above the mighty. Near it is the ruft- 
ling of an aged oak.' The whirlwind ftops be- 
times on its boughs-: The meteors of night 
dance round it. — ^Thc tra.veller (huns it in the 
leafon of .ftars^ With horror he .(bans the 
' unfrequented path.— Two ghofts are its guard^^ 
and nought but the roaring ftorm is permit- 
. •ted^o.vifit .the Itombs .of the heroes-* 

• Thit is alt that the Trutflator couU col^a ofthe li- 
.■iircdand weQ known -poem •f MorduiK. Several otfl 
' yeribns remembcr'to have heard other epifodcSt which ace 
.,,^ow loft. Where thc(e were incroduced, cannot now he 
' Jkfceitained. lathe places where it is here divided , into 
•&ooks, it is coAomary for the. Bards, or others wbo.iS' 
jSKadcit^ tojp^ofei take iccfi*! aad make remiiks. 
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LONG bate 1 foHowca nbc 'foolfteps of 
tlte 0^ on the hills Df-Fuarven. Often 
lias the finmntr fun returned from hb fouthem 
journeys and, , With the animating ftrcngth of 
ibts lindly bcamsy ^IJed forth the fiowery off- 
fprtng fX. thc'vale, Thefe, ^for a trhilc,^have 
nraTed their gotdeti Ioc1cs> and fmiled npoa 
their iKxidiag'AatksrBat they -raniflied before 
die brcatb of the north ; and thtir children 
liare afterwards Iprung iip« and -filled thtir 
j>Iaces. \* -\ :• 'r „ ♦ • 

' Chiefs of cM.! ye have Alfo fallen : Bot 
*:j6tir dhildren have jK)t -£]Jed your places ^« 
. -I^^y.J^^^ 1^^^^ 4Kxnv4nine« i behold no 
. - V > • ^^ompamont 

' ']*/ CompUkts-^ ifils saturehaYC been pronouocfd with 
^|Kftt icfcihyiiaU 4scf,t£uaft^ riiins t^erttion. As 
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* 

*€cmpanions of mj fxmch, but the rocks and 
^c woods. Fhtc chiefs hare aMfcQ^ai^ dzjs^ , 

«{c and infirmities enfeeble and contrUk the powers of the 
•bodf , tbejr are generally produCdte of fimilar eCAs apoa 
^che mind. Old aaeii are liable io bt bUfled by groundleis 
^prejudices ai|d -^ingenerotts -Icntimcotf. They tSkCt to 
•defpiie- the world, becauie tbey-^o no longer- epjoy ic ; 
-and are apt, upon that acoonat, to difplay tbeir iU natoic 
^and^hagrio on every thii^ aioond tbeoi. They IcCdoxa 
-fail to draw partial compariioos- between the cumpaotooi 
^of their jurenile years, and the youths that iiarooad them ' 
4u their decline of life 

TImIs OAian t^prtCuM thole that immediauly followed 
i|hc FIngaliao race, as Aitli mem, Morguch, who fuccced- 
•cd OlSao, tfeUs as, that, ia the 'days of his gray hairs, tlie 
, -lieieble tried in mo to raiic the fpears of their mighty fa- 
rthers ; «od tho-iaaie ilraia Jos been iiuig by^moil every 
•bard to our own days* 

Tbcie. poemr were handed down with^reaft care to fiic* 
^icccding ages, who did not preiume to caE in quefUon the 
^veradtj of what was-advanccd by their fafonrite bard), 
^ot nnderflood every word4n a literal (enfc 

The hamin miod, eager of prying -into the-obfcnrity of 
^iDfmcrages, and always^creatiog' dificalties it cannot fof. 
•«ioant, began to form gigantic notions of the heroes of 
«the(e poems* All the bards agreed, that mankind was 
<«4sS^ftetatiQg| w}th.;X<^eat rtpidUji from the (trength and ^ 
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:dud funk into the grave in the winter of life. 

' They heJd-tbe (hield againlt the foe, atid fpread 

/the *fcift Wore the ftranger. The ghofts of 

. Jtheir enemies fled from their fword« in the 

•day .of battle^— The heroes Jic in Killcufan^ 

. • Their faxne b in the fong of bards. 

:. "• Litde Gruiman of the furly brow came af- , 

f 'tcrwards, Htiied in the time of danger; and 

Jznk beneath the arm of *a feeble foe. He was 

Jaid under the (lone, with the dry burial of 

- the litt!e fonl. — No virgin of dilordcred locks 

%as feennear his comb \ ■ .'.. . 
• .^ . •. ' -Bons 

'. -^atorcof the to6rtit«. The imafinition at laft, (haking 

/ ^fi* Ihe fetters of rea(ba, and overleaping the bounds.6f 

.-.,. ^robahilh;, looked back, at lull liberty, on the flature of ' 

their aoceflcrs; aod magnified every generation fuccefliye-* 
. • Jj, till it preieoied the mind jvltb the idea of that monfteif 
-called aCUgU 

-The bards cfccrinied thele notions, which the vulgar 
^«a!k>we4 with a voracious appetite, and fatiated tlieir. 
■hczttn vttli MJMsmtttm fuj/ick of the marvellbut, as they 
xdcld novr magalfj the %eDSth, flature, and anions of 
Uieir heroes cJ ufmtunu ^t the^ magntnes of bombafl . 
vere of Ihort docrtSon, as the beft bards of all ages have • 
^ * always cxpreftd a Jieartj contempt for this fpecies of 
..<4ompoCtbn. •.*.-. 

. ** ttis «tth pleafure we read fuch paflages in antient 
^oetrji as reprticct the ladies thcjtatcons of virtue. ' 
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. Sons of the few years, ye that bs bat of ye^ ' 
fterday ! the ftrength tbat.was mtae is yours* 
Lend me the arm of your youih.^— Carry me^ 
to the towering top of Benmore, that I may- 
^iew the • hills that wave their heath.browa 
locks round^the (Irath cf Fingal •,. the warrior 
• ^f other days* .T . . ! 

-■ •.• ,. '•.'.■.. ■..'. • -■..-■ "O 

ft his Been reiDarlccfof great poets, TBat^they ire vciy 
, fpariog of fenerti eocomiums on. che fiir-fcs; tnd the 
prcieot compliment (eemt to come undcdgoedly. Their 
coutemptoout negteA of a pudllaormous chief, b here 
mentioned, with i. ?iew to darken his character, not tor 
{Uaminate theirs* But the eye of penetration may look a 
little farther, and Tiew them' in their genuine colours, pu«- 
Bifliing vice with thelc frowns,, and rewardiog Tirtne with 
thdrfmires. . .* • 

^ £ncouraged hy the Clencc of (bme antlent poec$, certain 
. nfodem 6net have prcfumed to pronounce genera! cenfures 
upon the lex» . But, bad thefe gentlemen given us their 
Compofitiont with as little referve as the prefcnt bard ieems 
to have done, and preiented the image of their own breaff 
with eqnal ingenoi£y» tliere is great reafbn to think, that 
icveral paiTages (Tmitar to this, would appear again^l them 
In their writings. Ko poet of reput3tion, however, has- 
Tentured to deviate froni nature, fb far as to make the 
ibft eye of beauty fmilc on a defpicaSle charaOcr among^ 
ihemateiu 

• Ftogal, tUCdic ien. The word Ce(t, (the Celtx of 
%•.-,. '.the:. 
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O Cffian, Icing of (bngs ! ttou who drew 
Ac tear firom the eye 1 Thop. who brought 

•. \ .V - ,. .y r -i ''■■;•■ thc^ 

', die Roman avdwri), fj^nlfics Kceralty JThitth *^^ vas^ 
probably onoc tbt ■nivcrfal appellation of all che Euro* 
.pcanr, io oppofidoo Co the Biach of the warmer cllinatef*. 
AU the femDaofsef that ooce great people, tail theiniel?e» 
Gael, in. whatever eoontry they are Mattered. The word 
M^iiu, and theicowa oam^ CTdrf, are both written an^\ 
pronoonced the 6aseat thhday. 

■; The ReT» Mr WhtCa&rr ha» plaecd his opinion on thit 

fclijeAy in dirc£t oppofition to all the Cettx themfelves^ 

tnd'aflcnf., that ai is ' a drlisoatioB toa effeminate for 

iht bold and ferocioas Celts.' Whatever efleminate no-^ , 

tions that gcotlemao may have formed q( the v/biU part 

. •f mankind, it is oioft certain/ that all the Celts bad the , 

' jnisfortunetobe of that colour; andytherefore, truth compcl- 

' led them to adopt the name of WbiteSt whaterer onfayonr* 

able opin^ns andi|varies may. form of their* valottr from 

II If the reader has any defire to iee etyroobty in the 

mod ab)cO ftate of dejr^on to which pride and ralhnefs. 

ever reduced ber^ be may confolt Mr Whitaker^ defini« 

tipnof the word Qget, page iii«. The paflageistoa 

|»n{ for inlertloo, and, may t be permitted to add, too 

treble fpr oppofitioa. After prodoeing the oamei of Ye-^ 

%era! tribrs amoof the antlent Eritons, he ull ns, that. 

Ibey all Cjntfied W^UUndert : That Coll is the fime with 

CoM^ which, be Ibys, Cgni6es a wood pmong the Hlgh-> 

» twderffiadlnfliaCprcicnt-^The'ai^tioiiy hawever, is> 

-• .'^'^^ " " sot 
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die foe to the ground '-Rojal mourner of 
Selma'f race! where (hall t fearch for thy ^ 
tomb? The fooi of negligence hare fuffcred 
the waving heath to corer it,— The hearer of ' 
tales round the burning oord meets thy words; 
and he melts before them.— The courier of 
the ttorm is abroad ; but thy tomb it meets 
. not. The voice of itt rage U loiid amongit 
the projeaing cliffs ; But thy narrow d wcUing, 
O king of bards S it paffcs over in filence. No 
huge ttone rears its lofty head there, to com- 
pd the flying winds to ttop their rapid jour- 
ney, and, with murmuring accents, (alute the 
mighty that lie below.~But roll on. voice of 
^e nortH! The fame of Offian regards thee 
.not ^^Thyfelf art but for a feafon. Tho* the 
leeble branches of the wood bend before thetf, 
and the waving heath kneels at thy approach, 
when thou art gone, they erea their heads, 
ani forget thy flirength.— But the ftrcn^th of 
^, ' / L Oflian'^s 

W tnie ; tod every fubieqaent trgutncnt dcdaccd from 

k. b toullf deftitute of fopport. There tre not two 

. jMords in the antient hngmge of Bricatiw mote dUfcrcm la 

..the .orthography, foood, end fisnifi^atiaii, than Cm^ a 

, wood I tod Cathel, the Gmc as Cicl, the woWcrlkl name 

. of the Celtic nations. , \- 
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ine behold joQ once more* while my words 
are heard, before the child of mj granJfoa 
fiiy, « Thfc breath of the bard is fled/- -Where. 
Is the mu&c that is fweetcr than that of thy, ,- 
winged inhabitants? Where b the wind that 
is fleeter thaxi thy flags ? — Often hare I pur- . 
filed the fons of fwiftneis: But the feeble who 
fell behind* and flie who (bud to prpted her 
young* never fell by my hand. Be kind then . 
to me, ye children of youth; for I fall 
behind in the chace* No fteps' of fpeed are. 
lysine : My trembling joints fii.ikeasl more. 
I fill no more the f6otlUps of the hound ! ^ 
, \ O y e, who have fcen the battles of my youth ! 
when the dead were behind* and the flying' 
foes of Albln before me* ibake your heads in 
pity to the weakneis of my arm !— But ye be* • 
hold it not* warriors of other days ! ye are in 
die land of ghofts. Ye retire to the tomb 
when the watchful cock proclaims the ap« 
proach of day •• , ' 
' ' /^ » .* • / " ^ Sons.. 

. * This cpmioo it not confined to the inti<nt*t itone. . • 
The Highlanders, at this day, inform uf , with great fo» 
loootty* that the {holts of tte decnftd wander from lon- 
. . .let 



iifci'ifiitifcii -11 1 -'i ifn^t rfnr'nitf'iilhiiiii ^in 



«? THE CHIEF OF 

. •■ . ' . I * • 

Sons of little »deeds» ye wbo have never beeh 

In the ftrife of heroes, hearken to a tale of for- 
mer years ; and learn to unflieath the fword 
^heh the Slips of Lochlin appear, 
* "The Chief of Scarlaw purfucd his* deer far 
r. diftant from Gruimore» on the hills of Ard* 
. craig, near the tumbling of the waves. Ilis 
fons^who followed him in the chace, we're ten* 
. The oaks lay ready for the flint ; and the pant- . 
; ing of the hounds was round the falling Sag, 
. ^ vhen Dalav {poke. — 

'■■■ ••■••-' ■:;■ ■■■ . :•. ■■' ■.;: •/,> - 

i% dll the cock crows ; bnc the mod daogeroQS time of 
inconnterint tbtm u aboot mld-nisht. Theie i»ij>htly 
cbampioiis, however, were of great (ervice to mankind lo 
|cveralrelpe<|s; for, it wasconfidentlf aflerted, that the^ 

' fbeft would be. revenged on any perfon who had defraaded 

: blB9 or bts pofterity of their property^ 

Thep: Sl^fis were once a firong bai' asaioft injndice^ 
bot, as the commiAioa of crimet became more freqaent, 
aew Ichemes were loVeoted to (creeo the sutlty^. After 
.the introdo^Hon of Chrifliantty, it was fvgsefted to. the 

, populace, that, if they would draw a circle round them on 
the appearance of a ghoft, b name of the Trinity, 3icc. 

. the (hod dorft never enter that line of drcunivallation. 
Accordin^y, thi« mctEod of carrying on war againfl the 
pkras iohabitaou of the air, is now pradUed with great 
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A fail raUcs lier bead above die re&lefi 
wares of ocean. The vradk of.the ftohh 
It fierce« but flie regards it not. Dangh* 
ter of beaotj, ftrength, and ^ecd ! come to 
J the woods of Scarkw. The warriors of . 
thj dark bofom ihall tafle the jojs of oar hal^ 
and cany our fiune to a diSaat land, where 
the firiends of Albin will be manjw— Afluan 1 

* ftrike not yet Ae flint: Delay the feaft until 
the AiangA arriTe, 

' * Nor feaft (hall they tafte, nor fame carry, 

■^ laid the chief* Let every (on of mine grafp 

'hu ihield« I fee death on oor coaft; but he 

'ihall tafte the Mood of ftrangers. — Mj fons 

may fall ; bat their fame (bdl forrtTe them. 

Chief of the open door ♦, (kid Dalar, fuch J l^ 
were not wont to be thj words, when the 
ftrangcr came to Scarlaw*s halL Ofcen hare | 

... . . . : - .. .. - the ' . 

y ,[ * Tbb refers Cos Ipecin of boTpitaitty obfenrcd ac dits 
dsf, by cbe oommoa people, ifv the Ki^Maniif. If the (c* 
▼eritf of the wemtber compels them to (bat their doors, - 
they art (ore to ftt tbem op^o wheo they fk'dovro co meat, 

* left a traTeUer* by Hong the door ibot, might be iodoced 

. Ui( pift by» and thereby deprnre them of the pleafure which ' 
^ , Cbey always enjoy in enteruicxxig a ftrtogcr. A man 
I who fits down to feaft with his door (hat, \% coofidercd as • 
• diignce to the dan to whom he bclsass. 

A/:?i*«i^ y^^pu> art 4^^^ ^pi^/*. 



^■ | ^£'.^.-^w^^. .^.^-^r ^^.^. .^. ..^'VWm\ I rim -iitiMin^nrBirr r • ■ 



jdt ^ THE CHIEF OF 

' tbe fiogers of dtlpatch fpread the f«aft ait his 
approach ^. His feat was next thee, near the * 
fiame o£ the oaks ; and the joj of thj foul was 
great, whco he (poke the tales of other lands. • 
Whj then befpeak death to .meet^the fpns of 

' the waYes? ; ., ... -v ' ;: ■• • *■ 

Son ot my youth, (aid the chief, thefe are' 

, Lochlin*s Ions, who nerer feaft in the hall of 
firangcrs. . Their joy is in the &1L of Albin's . 

race. ' ,.'..". .... -; ■••/-^ 

^ T^en ab joy (hall be theirs, replied the youth 
of the ri(uig foul. The fword of Albin is not- 
wielded by a feeble arm. — Shall I go, and in- 
qnire thdr numbers, that warriors may pre-' 
pare to meet them t ? :\ \ i 

- • When a mrdlcr was Iceo comios towards a hooi«,* 
ti^hials wcfc ffOfided for him by the time he arrived*^ 
'The large na^aot monntains which Ibmetimes (eparate 
the johabttdlvaQcys, from ca^ other, leodered (isch a 
pkee of expoKoA tcry often- necefluy. But, when tbe 
gneCl came aknptly, he was under a neceffity of putdnf'i 
sp.wtth whtt «sft at band* ' Hence came the well koown * 
ioriutioii of liiBy Irroi and cheefe tUl better meat 'jfas reaij. ■ 
rf rhe CalciMuans always coaiidered it difsracctoi to : 
■Met thtir eikmtes with a fupcrior number, till tbe con- . 
ioft of their landers Uttsht them tbe contrary. 
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r^/my foDy thoQ (halt go; but let thy 
, people be near thee, left many fpears rife a* 
' ^ gainft one, and the joy of thy farher ceafe* - 
• ^ Scalan. th« fon of*Shc4rhuil, opened hit 
. , mouth; and the words of the little foul came 
. forth. ' . ' • 

. If in hafte we get behind the rod^of Scrt- 

tan, we may fink the fpear of death in the 

breaft of erery warrior, as he climbs the cliffs. 

Then Lochlin*s race (hall fall ; and no danger 

be near the fons of Albin. 
Lorer of days^ faid the chief, the mighty 

fight not thus thetr battles. We feck not for 

lafety, but for Albin's foes ; and we will meet 

. them when their aro^ is ftrongelL Let us go 

. to the hall of arms, and call forth erery war* 

., rior with bis fword of battle, that the fo>is 

'. ' of Albtn may be ftrong behind the Ihields of 

their fathers* 

' I was then with Benguth, Scarlaw*$ bard. 
' .The fame of his fong brought me from Grui- 

more. My joy was great when I heard the 

found of arms.' ' , , \ 

•*; • Sal^t^ fioMf.' Shear-halt, fptnt-tifL -" 
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* Son of the foBg»(aid Scarlaw*f chief»Loch- 
liiTs race is near. One (hip is fcen, and (be is 
Ao^ alone. Go to the t>anks of Dlnchoil : 
Meet themi and fpeak the words of Albln 
when her foes approach f» 

Benguth 

.:.-' *^ •^' '*'* ,''..-••**• 

-<| Tlieic^b fenerti, coDtttncd an inqatry/wbether they 
Cittc as frtcnds or foes. This praAioe came almoft lo our 
own days. -.The onfortooate M*Donald of Clenco„'pat 
ibc &ine qiklHon Co the comniaodef of the party IbntBy 
Kiog WUliaoi Co maflacre an ionoceot people. ' The of- 
ficer anrweted, dial they came as Irieods. Accordlogly 
they were created mitb all the demonrtratioos of klod- . 
md^ and civiHty which afCduity coald JTuggefl^ or hoCpita- . 
Bty beftow, for i&verat *days« Boc this party afterwards, 
/iii the dc^d of night, pierced with their daggers, cho(e 
karts, oo whofe^generofity they had feared To long; and 
Buirdered the chief, with finrenty of his people; wUhoat 
d?lng then the finalteft opportunity of drawing a weapon 
in their o^n defence. - , , ^ <►. v„ . 

^ When the Highlanders were a little recovered from the 
* conflernation into which this piece of treachery had thrown 
tiiem,the ^rds poured forth their tears in elegies for thtfr 
intnrdered friends- But they appear to have loft part of 
. their former degince on this occaiioo. The robjed was 
entirely new. Their .antient poetry contained nothing 
finiilar Co it { and clieir language could lurnifli them with 
ao epithets capable Co exprcis the baiereft of the afTailins. 

But 
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^engtlth went tp meet ihc^oe;— He went, 
fOid the locks of ^ge were his (hield. 

Soos of the <)iftant land, yt are welcoda^ tQ 
An>in*s coalt--?Come ye to eAptjf tl^e (hell at 
the feaft of fricnd(hip» to rejoice with the race 
of Aibin round the horning oalcs, to ufte the 
Jojs of the hall of warriors, and purfae the 
footfleps of the fiag with the fons of the chace I 
—Or does the fpfward point of tbe fpear raife 
the ariHf of tlie piightj againft joui Speak, 
warriors; thjs fwords of Albin arc many.— 
. And let them be (itong too, fatd a chief of 
Lochlin, what then?— Thy words, fon of age^ 
terrify not us. We have met the breath of 
the ftorm, when it was louder than thine ; yet 
Were vft not afraid, dcf to Scarlaw's gray? 
ihiired chieil Tetihtm, that his ghoftmuft 
attend IhW tfigbt ^t the tomb of Lochltn^f 
^ng^ whom he flew m his ydudu fiid hioi 
^me forth with Us fiueld of (beiigth. Tetf 

Bat the period Is too receoe, so4 ihc cban^rs ana<l<4 

to, loo weU known, to «daiit of • tnnllatton of theia. 

^ fqcms, wiffioiit ghrinf offence to iodNi(!UaIs, and read* 

fhif; HwH^ whkh k Uth^t ftolincis 6f ^BmaDitj ip'tory 19 

pVhUfi, 
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• ]iiiD» tbat the fwords which await him are not^ 
In the hands of the feeble. ... 

\. Bengoth ftroaked his beard.-^He (hook his 

Jhoarj head; and returned tp the hall of 
Scarlaw. 

Come thej to mourn at the tombs of their 

>fathers;.or9 does their forward fpear call us, 

lobattle? . '/-.'. 

^' .. - - * t ' • 

' To mourn they come not, O chief I Their 
words are big with the death of many.— - 
* Then of tbemfelves be that many, Ben- ' 
guth.— The fons of Albin will meet them, as 
the rock meets the breath of the eaRern ftorm» 
when the furious waves tumble in dlforder be** 
liind it. , .. , V/ ; 

•' ' Flatan, youngeft fon of mine, be thou near 
tfie fliield of thy father, left the fword of 
ftrength oppofe thee, and thou fall before the 
weight of thy arm be known. — Dalar, fon of 
my youth, I appoint no place for thee. Pur* 
fue danger ; Thy arm can meet it. If a (hield 
efVUbin fink, fearch for him who brought it 
down* His fall will ratfe thy fame. Let the 
'fifety of my people be thy care. — Rafpan, 
'Ogier* andBawn» ye are young, my fonst 



_J 



■Ii r- ■ ■r't'^if^^i^ - ^ - 'r-frir-,^a > ^^t i i 



kVw battles have rolled before you. Be near 
ihe» and obfenre mj fword bj times; for I have 
fought beRde the warriors of former dajs. 

We moved behind the (leps of the'chief.-« 
t«ochIin*s army approached i We met on Ro« 
tan heath. Scarlaw ftruck his echoing (hield. 
Rattling fpears rofe around* Lochlin*s font 
fuftained the fliock. — Shield met fword, and 
fword met (hield: The voice of the fteel re- 
turned from the diftant rocks. The deeds of 
the mighty pointed out the chief to Loth- 
lin's race : Shields of ftrength met his Ipear. 
His fteps were forward in the battle: But 
on either fide AlbinV fons fell back; for 
the chief was furrounded by the arms of 

youth. 

' Dalav faw the marks of his father's forward 
.Ipear. I fought near the youth. I heard the ' 
^fecret groans of his foul» as he mourned his 
ibw fteps in battle. Son of Graimore» faid 
he» the 'chief is alone: His foes are many; 
and no arm of ftrength is near. X}6, be thou 
Ae fliield of his back, left the coward fpear 
;^iome behind, and the fame of Albin ceafe. 

• .-...h^:. - -.- • ..:.--• ' IWCnt- 
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^, I wcQt t9 ^ tbc c})icf ; ba( frbo can fpeac 
ihe flrcDgth of hi$ arm ! .Tic meteors of death 
were in the gleam of .hi$ fteeU Foes iank be- 
fore hlB\ ; Qho(l^ xotc behind* His (teps were 
in the midft of bloody dreams : The heath of 
KiQva^ ws^ U^e b<d of man j* Near him was 
the raifing of FlaWs fpear^, . .Strong was the 

.Ibield wbich oppofed the fair«hatrod youths 
The efforts of his few. years ag;atnft it were 
Wtlefst H'p ftcel returp^d from t^he ftrcngth 
bf X«ochlin*« warrior> like the falling drop 
that h .daihcd from the inightj rock, when. 
iU lofty cliffs are at war with ihc reigning 
Waft . 4t$ (n4d%n journey . is do wji^wairds. The 
l^j^ if its tomb; apd it (ba|l n0 m.or^ rife OH. 

. khe wings of other ftorms. 

. ^c^ldaw faw the i^Uof hisfoA: The ftrength 
.bJF many nifiied to his f^ord. The f^e treoi- 

. ' Wed at tl^e raifijpg of his ft^eL S wanvil % the 
hero of otbet la^ds* held the Qiicld to cppofe 

- it. Terrible was the meeting of the twochiels t 
Earth roUed from the wreck of, tbeir footfteps : 

^ Thh SWanVfl appears to haVe been a ^reat m-amori 
He makes a iWe appearance tii the poem which immediate^ 
ly follows this; 






kocks (hool with the^ ftrengUi of thetr ftrog* 
sling* Trees fotlbbk thcti* roots* and hurried 
down before the conrfe bf their ftrifc. Wtr* 
tiors faw it ; and their fpears ce^fed to rtfe.-^ 
Thj arm was (Irohg* O Swan^il ! and thy foal 
^a$ bright; but who could withftand the 
might of ScarlaW?— 'The fon of the diftant 
land lank befoi^ iu 

,: Who it he that is foremoft on the footh 
trow of the battle? His wings of fteel ard 
fpread like the eagle» when (he grafps the roU 
ling cloud in her feathered hofom. The foe 
bends beneath his (hield as the heath bends 
before, the whirlwind, when the fold of the 
cloud is the bed *(^ a hundred gho(ls.-^Wh(S 
fhoukl it bci but Dowran from Morcraig's 
Woody ftreams? llie fpear of his father is in 
', lus hand : Beluw is the bed of the mighty^ 
Quick are the fteps of the hero atxvongft the 
'foe !: He IjpareS the leeble as he goes. Now 
he meets a ILkU of ftrengtiu The fpears of 
the fceblc» whom he paffeJ^ come behind. The 
glittering fteel of the warrior rifcs no more» 
•Mournful is the found ot hfs fall to Albinos 
hice !~What brcaft did not figh I What fword 

^ was 



y 
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^vas; hot forth i What fpcair did not Hfc loi? 
lie fallen hero?— The fteps of warriors wcrd 
deep In blood: The coUeded ftrength of AI- 

• bin was in the point of ihcir fwords. — Thi 
Ions of Lochlin fled. ' . = ' ' 

1 : Par(be n6t the retiring foe^ fafd Scarlaw i 
Enough of LochHn's race lies behind* Come 
Hear, remaining ftrength of Albin ,> let us view 
l»ur friends that are low* Where is Dowran> 
Fejglen's Warlike fon ? I (aw his forward fteps 
in the bloody field ; but mj eyes meet him not 
kcre. ■ . • • '-'- ••■ * *' *' ' r-' -^ r • ' 

^ He lies on thefodth brow of the battle^faid 
't. warrior. The brokt'n fpear is in his hand i 
His (httld is the bloody bed of his breaft. > ^ 

' ^ Alas I faid the chief, too foon has the fate of 
the warrior met the hero* The found of AU 
bin's Tidory (hall reach his father * but no fon . 
of his {hall carry it. A feeble hand will carry 
back his fliield; for the mighty arm that 

^ brought^ It fort£» (hall no more return^— O 
X>owran» chief of warriors ! tikj fteps in battle' 
Were fierce as the courie of the angry ftorm« 
Vhen the talleft daughters of the wood bend 
Wore the ftrength of the nilhing blaft. But 
^- ■....-. ^ * the" 
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ihe fliiniog of thy armour (hall be no mere 
ieen in the fields of death* The fwords of 
the mighty may rife ; but thy (bid J will not 
pppofe the coming ftorm. The foes ofAIbia 
will no more tremble at thy approach : No 
inore flull thy arm be the (hietd of thy fAther'* 
gray hairs* . ' V' 

A warrior fighc4 young Flaian*s name* 
fit is not here, faid th^ chief: He lies amid the 
fallen fons of Lochlin* The ftrength of his 
prm failed ; but my«fon is not alone. He was 
not backward in the battle. His arm would 
(lave been ftrong; but he fell like the young 
plant of Coil. The ftorm came round it be- 
fore the fpreading roots gathered ftrength: 

^The blaft of the north frowned on its tender 
Jeares ; and it fank, while trees of many years 
defied the ftorm. ..-.:* 

: O Flaian, where are the Heps of thy fpeed, 
which were wont to bring thee forward in the 
xhace !— -They are no longer thtne> early fun* 

i 4>eam ! Too foon haft thou retired to thy nar- 
row dwelling. But the ftone of fame fhall 
«zalt its head, and tell to other years thy fM, 
in the feafi>9 of th j beauty. The yirgins (hall 

^ '. '^ . . \ ' V \ ;.;;-;' ^'^v ;'.' jitw 
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Vipw it ; and the tear of pky {hall glillen oi^ 
their cheek, like the t^rlj dew on the opening 
rofe. The ftrangcr, as he paflith^ vrill aflc, 
€ who Tics below V Then will he hear of thy 
. fail in the morning of thy days ; and a figh 
wDl come forth. The warriors of fprmev 
years will look down from their bed of reft in 
the land of clouds, and rejoice. They will 
fniile on thy tomb *, as they pafs it on the wings 
of the b!a0, when their journey is in the ftorni^ 
'cf the nights of winter. — ^ • — _ 

' The glittering cf youthful warriors came 
round the fmoakrng fpear of the chief , He 
wiped the tear from his eye, when he beheld 
their future batdcs.--:;But Dal^^ flood diftant 

■;::.tl5: " • r ' ' ■' '•' '•::::> '■ ' ' ftOO^ 

* Itwtstbepo!iqroftheaot;entstoper(s8(Sffni9nkiiKl, 

fbat thofe wb« fell is batdc, vert happy b t foture Qatc, 

Thlsopbba «ras of iofiout advanu^c', ia ac^uif iQg or 

iSBfciidia^ proptrf jr, a$ it icrred to promocc a ferocity «r 

^ pntrafe, in -wlikfi <he Ckri(?ians themicUes (cem by nq 

^ me»m t» be ' ^MAre. The leaders of eacb party have 
pUwfiy prooUfld ihdr foRouert htpptocfs hereafter, 
§* a jna lewa^' for the coqtmtiEoa ^f mitdtri uruf 

* ^deratUtioQS, tad ifilidins the |^eat&(l ntfiErip on thdf 
^ccbrci^ of the bamao race. ^ 
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-fMa the rtft, in die anguifli of his TouL He 
moorned the veakneft of his arm, which 
brought him not forward in the battle^— He 
was behind ; but fliields of ftrengtb oppoied 
the hen>* The chief law the downward (ace 
of hb moilming^ as he lea^icd upon his half^ 
tre^ed fpear. Warriors ulked of the weight 
of their fted; hat the words of D^ar were \ 
«ot heard. . ! • 

Son of mj youth ! thy hick was not to the 
fbet Why then doft thou turn it upon thy 
&ther?— I law the broken fhields round the 
rtfing of thy fpear^ and the days of my ftrength 
fttihed upon my llbul* Why (hould my frowns 
.be towards the hopes of piy age ^ What tho' 
the {oh of Feyglen has Eidlen ; i feather has 
alfo dropt firom Scarlaw*s wing of (trength. — 
Flaian (halt nerer more purfue the footfteps 
a the Sagy nor raiie the fpear againft the foe. 

] . ~But more Ions are mine :-*Albin wilt yet 
ttjoice in thdr ftrength when I am low* 

• * Never (hall Albin rejoice when thou art low, " 

laid DalaT : It is from thy fword alone that 

her foes redre. * We raife the fpear in Tain : 

.In Tain does the vrrath of our fteel attack the 

' / . N foe. 
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foe. Stili are we behind : But thou conquer- 
tttpznd we come forward. ' . ? 

' Thon fiaidft behind^ mj fon ; not tbat thine 
; urm was fixhle, but becaufe the foe was ftrong« 
.4^Bat let OS view our friends behind, that no 
ion of Albin maj fleep. without his fame, *' 
. Gillion, old warrior, thbo art low! — Ko 
feeble arm has brought thee down. — ^Thou 
wert of thofe that beheld the battles of mj 
youth. — But the days of my youth fhall no 
more return ; nor thy fpear, O GilHon \. ever. 

. fife in the fields of death. The foes that fank 
before thee, were not of the fleble : The bro- 

. ken ihields Ground thee fell not from the hands 
of little men.— Ye who have fought near me 
in the days of my youth. Why have ye left 
me alone? Te are gone» my frienSs ; and I 
fland, like the oak of Stimora^ the only re- 
snainmg daughter of the forefl;« Time ! how. 
haft thou diipofed of her iifters,.\vhich once rear- 
ed their haughty heads around her ? They wave 

^ not now thdr verdurous branches near. No 
friendly oak fhields her..from the fury of the 
fiorm. She has furvived all her friends. The 
blafted trvfik hangs iu leafliefs boughs in for- 

- / ' -. • . .. - . -fOW, 
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rotr.-^Daughtcr of years, thy fall b near I* 
Thou (halt foon be low ; and the Qream thac 
bathes thy feet» fliall pafs orer thee.^ 

A young warrior appeared in hade.— I have 

been too late, O chief! but the foe may yet 

return. My arm Js not ftrong; but I wtlf 

^ fight beiide young Flaian of the golden locks. 

'. . The ftrength of thy arm will increafe, foa. 
of youth! iaid the chief: But Flaian will ne* 
^er lift the fpeair of battle. Retire to the hall 
of thy fathers, kft thou fall, like him, in the 
niidft of thy blooming years. 

The daughter of Feyglen heard his words. 

. —She heard ;—4M]t withftood them not.— The 
ihield dropt from her fmooth arm :-^She fell, 
And the dalhtng fteel founded round her white 
bofom.— -The tear of the chief was feen ; — the 
dSgh of warriors .was heard. — Heroes (hook, 
their heads in awful grief: Silent ftood the 
-darkened hoft. They faw the daughter of the 
diief of Feyglen ; and their breath came mourn- 
ing from the boufe of woe. A warrior faid, 

^ , « her brother too has fallen.* The rirgin open- 
^ her eyes: — A groan was heard. Dalar 
\gentlj raifed the fwan-bofomcd maid: He. 
^ . . . xaifed 
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laifcd her vitb the band of friendQiip» - The 
thoughts of his breaft had been before of her; 
but he Inew not that the eyes of her love were 
towards Flaian«-<- 

Ghre^ O fon of Scaclaw ! (aid the maid, — 
{^rr me the (word • of Flaian. I will clafp it . 
in my arms in the feafon of deep; when mj 
dreams are of htm who ratfed it in battle. — 

He gave her the fword.— She kifled the 

blood j fteel.—- The bed of its point was her bo* 

£>m; H^r own hand gave the wound«-^She. 

* fell on the breaft of Flaiau— Oncftone is theic* 

tomb. "^ . . V •» , • 
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THE graj-liaire<I cKcf of Fcyglen kaned • 
. to the tree of tbe roftlUig lei£ Tlie 
Ipev of Us &dkrs vas not near* It rofe 

* Fcygleo, lirmilSrf «f if«ri«— Tfie (bb^ ofcbis poem 

k tbc &OC at the Ull ; and, k fuppoicd bf fi>BC,to b&M 

beta €o«ipoied by thc^ iame bard. This, bowever, does 

■oc appear Cq be tba caic. Tbece is a (reat diflcieace 19 

^ tbeaiamierof bocb poons Id theorisioaL Tbeibrcitx 

'of terms la tbe £ii|^lb to exprcis the foluiss of (riefy * 

sartiil atcbievcBcDCs, and ocber loeideots wicb vbicft 

Als poem aboonds, eoa^bueed macb towards dcChojiaf^ 

ibis dtfistoee of mamncr id tbe traaOatioo. 

* l^bf a)o(l:pfobable accoimt wbich tnuiioos fttes oTcbe 

aatboe of tbis poem, 'is,^ tbatbewat fimily-bafd ta tbe 

.' cbief wboie name k bears. He vas lb mocb affe^^ with 

tbe dUbcfles of bis patron, tbat be took no ftmber notice 

- . . of tbc battle ddcribed in the preceding poem, tbaoitwas 

• eJMincOed wkb tbc tragical fall of tbe bo«de irbidi IS the 

' Ibbjeaofthts 
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high In the hands of Dowran againft Loch- 
iin*s race» iflbing in boftile pride from the bo- 
, ^ fom of the troubled waves. 
- ^ The golden-haired father of the morning 
came forth from the back of the eaftern hill : 
^ 5^ came forth in the fteps of^his beanty. The 
'retiring clouds of night flj in hafte from the 
~ coming of his glittering beams.. The feather- 
ed fons of the foreft rejoice in the kindnefs of 
Sis fmiles. The foft heaving bofom of the 
monntatn-lake, receives wttb joy the image 
of hts beauty. Tlie courfe of feeble waves is. 
towards the trembling brightnefs. They fa* 
lute it as they pais ; and leave it to adorn the 
fnrface of fucceeding waves •.. 
*; The rolling of thy 'dim eyes, O chief of 
battles 1 IS aifo towards the riling fun; but 
'.tiheir darkened courfe is along the gloomy 
Vale of black-robed night. The foiiling beams 
^of the, morning are on thy gray bairs; but 
^ thine eyes of age behold them not. . Oarknels. 
is before thee; but thy foul is the feat of light. 
The ifeats of former years revolve in the mind 

'" * ''"'■•-'.;' " "' . *■' ■ ■• : * ^ * " of ' 

, * No paflagc in the present colleQion has loft fo mnch 
io tbe ti^^tion, as this defcripUoa of the fun (biniPS on . 
aiake in a dear moratns. -; . . -. '. 
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of cbe hero. The heau'tpf the warrior is. great 
with the deeds of other battles. ' . ; . ' 

\ Where, (aid the chief, ah I where ftre the 
dajs of my youth, wben I grafped the (hield 
of my £ithers, and was firft ia the ftrtle of 
battles i When the ghofts of the mighty, 
were behind, and the Vetiring foes of Albia 
before the ^glittering. of my fteel? When my 
Ipear was^ the (hield of the feeble,.and my fword 
the terror of the fons of ocean? My joy was 
then^ the found of Monren's battles, when 
the race of (bangers hatfed fpears of ftrength 
agaioft her fons. But 4:iow the fteel of foes is 
high, and I oppofe it not. Morven calls hec 
Ions to battle ^ but my fteps are not towards 
the foe My feeble arm grafps no child of 
the furnace^ My darkened eyes dired not th« 
courfe of my footficps. Lonely I (ic beneath 
the tree ot the trembling leaf I / 

Let the fpear of my fathers be a. meteor of 
death in thy hands, Dowran, foj of my 
youth ! Be thou the (hield of thy father's fame; 
and let the falling of my gray hairs rejoice ia 
the found of thy battles. ^ , -^^ 

• ;' \. - ' ■ ' * Who 
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' WKd tomei in the notfe of the ruftliog; 
leath? Are thy fiepsfrom the drife of heroes? 
Stop the foot of thy fpeed. Ion of hafte, and 
tell how watTipts fought Was Dowran for- 
ward in the bloody eontcR? Were his Reps 
. * toongthe broken Ihietds of the foe ? Did fpears 
d^&rength Cnl: before him? Fled the mighty 
from the weight of his (leel I Speak, tongue of 
the tale ; for Che darkened eyes of Feygltn be-* 
hold no more the deeds of heroes. 
• As the rolling of the huge done down the 
laughty brow of Morcraig, when the affright'* 
tiled flocks flretch every nenre to Ihun the to* 
ihtng danger, and the torn heath is round the 
irhirling of its rapid journey ; fo bold, to 
ftrong, lb terrible was the fon of Feyglcn, ill 
the fields of death* The mighty faw the co<» 
toing of his ftrength, and they lank beneath 
the weight of his fword. The feeble fled the 
danger they could not meet* ' Albinos fons re- . 
} ,|oiced in hii deeds as they filled his footftepi 
. * behind* v . 

' ^ Such was the rolling of his might, when the 
fhield of Swanvil met* the point of his fpear* 
&top— ^d the chief of Lochlin ; and let the 

colleAcd 
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:coUede<l ftrength of thy arm bein the ^^rtiiig ' 
of thj lance. Stroog is the (hield before thee» j 
and qiigbtj is the. arm that fopports the glit. 
tering wing of fteel. My fwo^d triumphs not 
in the fidl of little men. I moam when feeble 
JToes are before me. But thy fime is ^at, O 
warrior ! Thy coming in battle is like the co* ' 
, ming of a hundred ftreams, when their foam* 
jng journey is dowu the Ihaggy brow of the 
haughty rock. We have both been renown* 
ed; but a gray ({one will lift its moiTy head 
on the bill before the fiorms of other years* 
The hunter, as be paflfeth, will cry, * Here the 
mighty fought/^ If my fword becomes thine, 
lend it,0 warrior, to Savina. Her foft-rolling 
eye meets the rifing fun on the plains of Tau* ' 
fQO. The maid wtU pierce her lidfom wita 
the point, and our gho(b will rejoice m the' 
land of clouds. 

No fteel from me ihall pierce the bofdm' of 
the knrely, faid Dowran. Xicld^ warrior, and * 
X feturn in (afety to Sa?ina. Her mild eye will 
^ieW thee with joy, aind bicft the liand that* 
^cd thee ift battle,* . . ^ / ./. * ; .^ .... ^7,' '/^ • 
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:. ttl %9uii bail thou Tpoke, fon of ftiie I Per*: 
lisafitt Twcctntis h not tbtnc^^Tby words are. 
{btUe, Eke the blaft tbat bolds a conteft witb 
liftAWn rock. Did the points of five hun- 
dred %tdurft meet tny (hWld ; did the ftrength 

tf* httodred Warriors raife each fpeaf ; did 
^ tiie meteors of death fi j around me, a^ the fire 
' ti httren* ivhen hording clouds roll in horrot 

tbroogb tht angry flcy ;— yet would 1 not 

' '^ lN»o\>hit fteels rofe \tk wratK Dowran . 
ftodd sdone. Many fons of Lochlin came be* 
' Idnd.' A Uoody ftream was fcm. — Swanvil 
ftopped die unequal Itrife. ' The thoughu of 
die TaEant darteid on bis fouU He curfcd the 
coward's fpear ! 

\ ' ' < ' * Dowraa. 

..1 r^ :.^ ,•* .^ . ... ..;■ . ; ::.:. I. .: ^ ■ , v - . * 

* li m§Ukt A*drkh da tauBjlormt ire. This pafl2$e 
bath Wife ateired in cheioriginal, as coraprcheo^ins more 
Mftastee Is a c«naio' tiumber tif words, than any other 
• Ittem «!««*• I btf«e cndcavoared to Imicjtte the (bortacft 
oC t^ fieMtt in tbc origtoal, choagb J am coofckms that 
I hav^ Mm fljbrt of its difnity. The Galic reader, bow^ 
ever; m8l idl, that no idea hath beca totaUy loft, thoBsb 
tatlshulycspceflcd* \. -. i 
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.. 0ownui fell not alone. On eitber fide tliey 
Ueed. The fpear is ihc pillar of his Uoodf 
fide Hit fttdd rolls on canlu Terrible ate 
the threatening loolcf of the hcron Th^ fq^ 
tiewed, and trembled. Ghofts fled firom the 
fallen aroond. Terrified^ thcj mount lht 
clonds that paft. We heard the warrior^f 
groans. Too late we raifed t^ fpear. Many 
lank with the hero 9 The reft fle4 in hafte. 
SwaniP fcomed our ftrengtik He ibnght the 
fword of Scarlaw. But what fon of fong eaa 
relate the meettog of the two chiefs I Ro^ks 
i^ke the words of fteel^ The broken fliield 
<ank from Swanvil. His fpear (hall rife no 
more^— The race t>f Lochltn fled. The blaft 
is their fhidd, at they monnt the Uoe rolling 
wares. • * . 

' The aged Feyglen liftened in the angnifh of 
kis font to die tale of woe. A tear iranders 
down h!s wrinkled cheek. He clafps his hands 
' tn grief. Many groans -come forth.— -Blonrxhr 
fid are his wdrds. 

A blall haf withered the plains,' A cIo^4 
fcjs darkened t]ie (k7.— Joy meet the fi>al of 
\b( f aliant. Never (ball the fpear of my fit* 

thera- 
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' tiienrSfe in battle ! I (hall Tantfb, like adim 
:^ Jhadciw t&ac 'wanders befoi'e the rays of thd 
/■ inoon^ -No. fon <Jf ' mine - fliall raifc the 
:• liiige^0iime near nij narrow dwelling., Mf 
/ . name fliall ceafe to Yound in the years that 
.. approach. -My departure (hall be as thcblaft 
c that flies unheeded oyer the mountains. — A 
: fodden beam of comfort ruflies on n^y fool. 
" .Solalin* image of her who was lovely I reach 
sne thy white hand. Gather thy waving locks 
r from the wind. -Dry thy father's cheek with 
r thy fo(t ringletSi A tear from thy blue eyes 

V lhall bathe my meik^ory on the mountains. A 

V plant -may rife, from thy fide. The fpcar of 
: feyglen may yet rife in battlc^A ray of com- 
/ fprtniflies on the wretched. Forgot I (hall 
r.,- not be, foft beam of youth ! 

V.Thc'diief (bretched forth his hand. But 
^' ht ftrctched it to the wind.'— No iirhite arm * 
" received it: No ifoft' voice was heard.-^A 

Uaft that withers rufhed through* his nerves. 
, lie tremUcid as a feeble twig before the haughty 
- ftbrm. -'Breeze after breeze fainted the woods; 
' Ibot the gray-haired Ifeyglen littened in vain« 
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tfufhe foft voice of Salalia u bot ibtnglei} 

■ with the wbd. -• . ":. 

* A black cloud is gathering in tbe eafti 

Why do the oaks bend their green heads be* 
' fore it I Why do the rocks rear their cliffy 

brows to meet it in wrath ? — A hundred fighs 

sre heard, as it flies m furJy fpeed over the 

monntains. The tears of. heroei pour forth 
. . before ic« The d^th of the loTely has dark* 
i^enediu gtoomjafpeft*' The fold of the cloud 
;,; it the wing of a tale of woe. 

V Bathe thy dim eyes in tears, chief of the 
* •. ..aged locks !-^She who was bright in thy hail, 

fleeps cold i^ death. The gholk of the virgia 

;. Tofe on the (aireft beam of the mori^ing. . The 

.* ' fon of Scarlaw is the partner of her flight to 

the land of clouds, {'iercing are thy words^ 
^r ion of the oiocmful tale.-i-But the eyes of 
. ' Shearvan have already (bed all t,heir tears t 
';. His feeble breaft hath already poured forth all 
. bs fighw The rocks ot Ardven have heard it, 
' .s and returned their groans of pitf.-«But thou 
^.'l .iraTelleft in thy mirth^ O fon of heaven ! fe- 
' ' -prdlefsof my woes. And, longmajeft thoU 
b.-^oice m thy blue fields, thou brightcft tenant 

' • . . ' ■ of 
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of the' iky! Tbe children of an hundred glenS 
look witk the eye rf expcftation for the co* 
tning forth of thy beaotjr/ though the datk«> 
cned eyes of Shcarvan ircfofe to admit thy 
beams. Bot fome day, like me» they will Uok 
in Tain. Stormy clouds will wrap thee in their 
dark folds, when the battles of many ghnfts . 
iBUre in thy land. Thoa wilt then» like me, 
Veep; but thie wrathful winds will not re* 
prd thee. * ^ 

But roll on, in aU the ftrength of thy bright^ 
Hefs, fair-haired traveller of the (ky I Carry 
. with thee all thy fmiles to- cheer the valiant 
%lio fitep tn the Ifle of Peace. X^^e courfe of 
thy fpeed all day is towards them. The 
iingry ftorms* terrify not thee. Sullen clouds 
tnay Teit thy beauty; but they cannot oppo(e 
thee. The couch of thy repole is with the 
;ghofts of our fatheY-s. « There thou layeQ dowa 
thy fair head to reft ; and the feeblcchildren 
«f the wind deep sunong the golden locks of 
^thy beauty. 
. O Sulahn ! when othet ghofts are afleep^' - 
Seal thou In fecret to the dreams of thy father^ 
Tell me if Culoina has forgot me in the ieafba 
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mttttjpzj batrs; (he who bad feen me m the 
dajs of my Orcogth. But my ftrcngth ts fled^ 
like a Waft to the dc&rt : My friends hare va* 
ailhed ms the mift on Ardven* Heaiy are 
iDiDe eyes of age ! leave me to my 'reft, ye te* 
Bants of the hills. — Come, SuLUtn! to the 
dreams of my flumbers. 

Soch were the words of the chief in the fea« 
fon of his woe. The Ycice of his grief was 
Iieard no more s Hb fighs ceafed to mingle 
^ with the wind. His tomb lifu its head high 
on Ardien* The traveller liftcns to his tale 
with ftrcs^ming eyes : — For he fell, like the laft 
tree of the foreft, when no plant remains iot 
tdl the place where it ftood* 
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/'^OLD was the blaft ft-oin the regions of 
V^ fPQft^ and fatal proved the furty off- 
ipring of the north to the feeble reapers of the 
flowery field. Legions of infeas perifhed by 
. the poifonous breath of the reigning ftorm; 
The feathered fongftcr flopped the warbling 
note at the frowning approach of the rude m- 
tnxder. ' ' ' . - ... :■» .. 

• The Father of light withdrew his circular 
prefence beyond the fouthcrn hill. Feeble 
were his oblique r^ys, which^ half intercepted, 

. dimly 

: •Cfcjb, 0<f yoodj roci, foppofcd to be one of die 

Grampian bilU uhich Aill rcUtns that name^ ^ . 

' Tbe Iceoe of tbif poem is £nd to bare been in chat tiI- 

. ley round the bead of the rirer Spey, which I5» at prefent^ 

known bf the name of Blu*dunacb, or Badenocb, the fin 
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dimly (Lone o*er tbe tops of the mounUtns. 
The congealer of the liquid ftrcam» who an- 
Buallj retires bejood the northern ocean, far- 
ther than the clcaTers of the waves can traee 
his rapid flight, returned from his fummer ez-^ 
pedition. He now began to ofurp his tyran- 
nical reign, in the abfence of the fire of bright*' 
nefs whofe pre fence he would have (hunned 
with a (peed equal to his who flies from im- 
'pending deftruAion. Nature trembles at the 
approach of the cmel fpoiler ; and the feeble 
among her fons fall vidims to the reflftlefi op- 
preflbr. ' He locks up the dream from the 
fluggy. tenants of the f oreft ; and the finny in- 
habitants of the flood dwell in darkne(s, while 
in Tain they (earch for the intercepted day. 

Such was the feafon, and difmal was the 
Ttfage of the oiountains, when Ltachan led 
his. fix fons to the cave of Crey la; The frozen 
offspring of the (ky had clofed up the unfre- 
. qoentcd entrance : But > an impendbg cliff'^ 
' 'which projeded from the mother rock, con- 
tended with the pailing blaft; and the mur- 
muring noife pointed out the door of the care 
P to 
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to die trembling leader of the youthfol band. 
. Thrice did Liachan ble(s the lonely cavera 
as he entered^ and thrice did the flinty pillars ' 
of the rock, with their echoing voices, return 
' the frtendlj ialutation through the hollow 
^centre. The well-known cave recalled to the . 
remembrance of the fage the companions of . 
kis jooth, when he retired from danger to 
*this gloomy cell. A deep figh iffucd from his 
'aged bofom, when his mind rolled back to the 
deeds of other years. He dropt the tear 
of affedion Ito the memory of his departed 
friends* 

Ranal, the lad bom ion of -his father, the 

:fwift afcender of .the hill, mifconftruing the 

caufe of the trembling tear, opened his mouth, 

and pronounced the words of comfort to his 

-difconfolate fire. 

• '•'; "Why dwells mutenefi on the tongue, which 
im wont to claim attention, when the formers 
•ef the ring round the burning ourd, * har- . 
^•-' ■■*•>:• ''\ ■ Jr' ■.. . ^ ■• '■-' -kcned 

* The 9qtd U the trunk of a large tree fei on fire, roood 
which the Bighlaodert iblemnize partlcolar feflivals ; a 
cnfiom ri^dly obib? ed at this day, io many parc.< of the 

fiighlaods. 
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kcncd to* the words of inftraaion? Weicome 
was the level j offspring of thj mouth to the 
liftotng croad. Even the venerable bard, the 
ruler of the human heart, tncreafed his know- 
ledge, when he lent the ear 6f attention to the 
manly ftnuos which iflued from the lips of 
Liachafi. Whj then fiu the emblem of re* 
morfe on the brow on iphtch the induftrious 
propagators of (Under could notlrace the i- 
mage of guilt? If the trepbling vifage of fear, 
which was wont to be a (iranger to thj bread, 
has paid thee an unaccuftomed vifit, (pum 
•from thj bofom with a finile the ungracious 
gueft. Though thy feeble hand cannot grafp 
, the weapons of Vefiftance, ftrohg ought to be 

that arm which unflieathes the fword to at* 

., • •• ^: ... .-• . . -^ -> -•'. *. lack 

Btshltodf, where the aard U toonallf provided fbr 
Chriftmas c?e, tnd the firft nishc of the new year. Some 

'traditioiif lo the Galic langmge reprefcnc this cuftom as a 
Boooment faifed from the rains of barbariToi , and iofom 
•s, that the fire-wood which the fons of cniclcj were ac« 
cnftomed to proride, in the dajt of idolatry, to facrtfioe 
iomaD f idims la imaginary deities, was afterwards hap* 

•pily converted into tlie cord, to raHe the voice of mirth in 
the ball, while the bards fiws ^^ ^^^ ^^ heroes* 
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tack thee ; for none of ,Liachan*s foris> in the 

' ^oar, of danger, crer purchafed their fafetj 

: ^jxetreat* * • . . ;* 

^ • Sto^» Ranal^ faid Liachan, tbefe tears are 

sot the offsprmg of fear \ thou art a firanger 

to the .caufe*. Thy fmpathifing eyes (hall alfa 

yield their tributary drop, as foon as thott 

knoweft the fource from which they flow. 

The tale is uoknown on the banks of the Tay *• 

I hare wrapped it up with the finger of fe-> 

crecy,. till ^the nertes of my children gained 

firength Ito. redeem their juft rights by the glit* 

lering fon of the furnace* Draw hither^ my 

^ i(ms» and Men with the ears of attention to 

•the unfeigned words of Liachan*. /Learn from 

X them to aroid the follies of youth ^ fo (hall 

" Ac tears of age never bedew your wrinkled 

.- cheeks*. .;.,.,. '- j ■.:■: '.'.'>*. : 

Bptfirft let the fpark of thy ftecl, Callan, 

difpel the gloom of the cave* Stop thou the 

/ ijpeed of the (lag, RanaL The oaks of Creyla 

are many r Let a withered trunk blaze before 

' ine.'.But fpare the feeble plant: Let the 

- youthful branches wave in the wind. -The 

» •*-'■ '-'■■ '■"•'■' ' ■ • '-^^.L^/iummer*! 

^ ^ TmH from Fladh, tbc kladlf flream. 

• I . • • \ % 
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fttmmer*ft fun will yet retora, and finOe nponr 
tbcir tender leaves. Tbe bount j of the fprinj; 
vill increafe their llrength; and warriors j^t 
unheard of^ wQl rejoice round their flames ia 
diftant years.— .* . - ; 

The arrow of Ranal pierced a fiag* The 
fword of Callan brought the fire from the 
rockii- -Trees fell before Afpar; and why 
Ihould Altban, Duchan, and Ogier^be forgot i 
—They were not idle. « ^ 

* Long had the frowning Tifage of darknefs 
been tht gloomy tenant of the cave : fiot the 
flaming breath of the oaks now expelled the 
Bngracious intruder^ A finile (hone cm th^.' 
flinty cHffs, The chief Trewedthem»andfighed. 
—The image of the lorely half-appeared. He 
thought of the beam that had fet. 

In tain, -fiiys Callan, hare we fpread the 
feaft: In tain hath the friendly oak blazed 
before thee. Thy dim eyes wander o'er the 
cave in ferrow : The tear of woe comes gltt« 
tering forth* 

*' And let them coine, feid Liachan.— The 

drop on one cheek bathes the memory of thy 

' ; ., . .v^.'. .. .. ..• mothers 
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notber : The offspring of the other eye is for 

Ae fate of htm, who has no fon to warpa his 

•cave in the days of his gray hairs^-^The ftorms 

Aat travel o*er the motm rains reach not me* 

Your triendihip hath fpread joyful fmiles round ' 

iaj ca^e; but cold is the feat of him who hath 

* loft his Ions in the days of his youth. 

^- I afk for light, and it fliines : — He a(ks for 

light, and darknefs is around hiau My (lag 

lies by the flame of my oaks: His (lag flies 

abroad in the fore(L No fon of his purfues 

rit with the footfteps of (peed. — I am warm, 

-and the afiiduity of my (ons is round me ; but 

:he is cold, and his pale cheek leans againft a 

pillar of jce.-^AIas, fon^ of age I .wert thou 

9ear, iny children ihould warni thy cave 

■■al(b.-— - J... ;: w- r .'-,: ^ -; ; - , ' 

. ^ The arm pf my father Tomduth was the 

fiiield of my feeble years. In fafety.I rofe be* 

hind. it» like the lender Ihrub that rears its 

itJk head near the (lately oak. Tl»c blaft on 

' either lide frowns in Vain^ The (Irength of « 

-oiahy year» meets it* The courfe ^ its flight 

^k backwards^ and the found of its wrath is 

•5 •/. ♦ ■•■.\n -^'' ^' ■; ■ : , • heard 
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Jieard on diftanc rocks. So fled tbefoes of 
loTcr * from the fword of Tomdutb* 

As Trombia f ui her hollow bed gathers 
her liquid ftrength from the fertile nenres of a 
thoufand cryftal rills, extending their wind* 
tng arms round the heathj mounuins ; fo ga- 
thered the erening the flocks of Tomduth to 
the plains of Elian* ' . . 

• The meeting of warriors was in the. hall of 

> Inver. Benvel % ftruck the harp to the fame 
of departed heroef, and implanted the image 
of Talour in the T^cant bread of the rifiag ge- 
neration. Hofpitalitj flood at the outer gate^ 
and with the finger of inviution^wayed to the 

. traTeller ^ he pafled on his way. The chief 
flood unequalled in wifdom and Talour. The 
Tcnerable bard raifed his Toice to proclaim it. 

' But where is the ftrength of the chief? Where 

.themiific of the bard f^^Tomduth liesun- 

aaive 

^' * * • 

^'^'hher figDifies t place where a Icflcr tiTerjotosa 

fnter^ or empties tt^f into the ocean. All the cowos 

In Scotland, whofe names begin with Javer, are thns &• 

• ttffted, as Inver'Mefs, Uvtr-ary, tnver-heithtn^^ kc. 

* t Trom«bidb, heavy fiream^ a riTer which owes its birth 

to tlake in the ▼alley of Gaoi^ , and* empties itielf into 

the Spey, t little below RothTcn. 

\ BciA-bheal, fweet vtiai* 
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aftijrc in the tomb of KiUmorc *•• Eternal 
mutenefs reigns on tbe qutyering tongae of. 

. * BenveL The father of the fong (hall no more 
be beard at tbe feaft of Balden f^ . : 

' The chief retired not Jike a mifty cloud be- 
fore the face of tbe blaft. He forefaw his fall ; 

-and his fon received the words of inftru^ion, 

, Liiicban^ I am oId.«-The meteors of death 
.IilYe warned me to depart {• 1 go to Tide 

* CF//(isnifiesapItceof intermenU St Andrew's is it ^ 
'pfelent koown by no other name in the Galic .than CilU 
•tibhen^ the njtt hta-taUplace* 

', f 'The mo^n Behaoe \i hot a corraptioa of this 'word* 
'^The Ceaft was Jiepc oo the firft day of fommer* A parti- 
.cvlat kiBd of bread nicd at it» is ftill made to fet eral puu 
- ^tbe HifhlaDds at this day. The kaYen, before it b 
Jfiredy is ^read oo both (ides -with a li^aid^ cocopoied of 

yoiks of ess<» f^^^ aeam, buuer« &c. If any fanily 
*iD^Ie^ to ii(c this bread, on that day, it is pofitiTely af- , 
-lerted, that their flocks will diminifli that year ; and (eve- 

ral precedents are produced to authenticate the fa^— So 

eflednally has fnperftition coniecratcd this cuflom. 
\ The inhabtcanu of difiereoe parts of the Highlands 

^fc different accoonu of ihe(e meteors of death. Tbe 
' Boft cortons are thofc of the people round the rirer Spey« 

The metcoir here docs aot^ ai ia other placeS| appear like 
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ihe ghoRs of oar fiitbersp Come to the rocb 
^fCrejla: Rectire md aflylom facred to thb 
-thief of ioTer* .- . 

The warrior was bright in the tnftoor oi 
his fkchers : Bot the liqmd fofl$ of foitow hilh- 
cd to mf ejcs, and cobc^l^ him frofti liiy 
•eager TieW. My throat detiied a paflage to 
the thooghu of inj hreaft ; they^ Were big, and 
<onId onljr find their j^age by hahrei^ Wotdi, 
at laft, were fortned fi^m the brokeh Accentl. 
s ^ ^<^ : ^— Wt 

'irt I jliit IB die afr ; kit It heard vlth ^ feeble toicc. 
%om\^ triTerfinj the path which the fiinenl Is b paf^, 
'^aod is called 7W^e4. ^zdatA ai% fiid lo*te deal* (b the 
•tfoife ol their o«A Tachran. ttioi%h •chert h^af ft fb dN 
^ttoAly, that they can trac«rtts profreis to the boble froto 
vhidi the ainerallt feon to proceed. *: -f 

The Tachrant are very differeiit from the ghoffs^as they 
«e aefcr known to do any harm ; Ibr, if a peribo porfuek 
Ihem, they altrays retire. • *"'^ 

Feribot, whofe veracity ^aiinot he ci^led \h ^b^Ctioii Ih 
•atbtr sattcrs, relate aaaccontiUhk fiorie* eiinebm!tfs 
lheai» to whidi they declare themielTet to have been wit* 
•eflet.-»Thit faroUhes an loftance of the oohoaaded 
power which fuperflickm maiotdas orer the miod ; and 
dtfplayt the fbrce of that rhetoric by which flie perfuijes 
die hitman raee to become her ToUriet, in whaterer pre- 
pofteiotts.^arb (he chafes to appear. 
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^ .~Wc pj^ed thro* the glenof Elian*— The wind 
<>Fthc| north came rufliing o'er the heath, and 
rattled on the armour of Tomduih as it paffed : 
The armour of Tomduth regarded it not; and 
we peached . the cave of Creyia, as if qoic tncfs 
Jiad;bcen the ruler .of the nighty * 
. : Tomduth was tall: He leaned upon his half* 
cre^ed fpcar as he entered. The fpcar faluted 
,lhe thrcPioId... Fire £cd the daughter of. the^ 
.rocfc ?itjthc embrace of the ftcel. The flintj 
4ifters of the cave echoed a chorus to the fotmd. 
to welcome the chiefs the only vifitor of the 
ioneljcell. - . ' * 

/Thiscave, faid Tomduth, is hitherto un- 
known to the fons of .|he heath. Let it pro* 
ua the feeble, of thy race, if thy foes fliall 
trgc the conteft ; but feek not thy own fafety 
in concealment. Fly nc^ in the face of dan« 

- ger;*nor tremble when the meteors of death 
iure around thee* Be not the firft tp drav« Bor 
:die£rll to (heath the fword. Avoid not the 
rcoqabat with the mighty; but fliun the ignoble 
conteft.-, Let thy face be to the firong, and 
thy back to the feeble foct * ' 
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I Make not tbe daioghter of Dungeal ^ the 
vfother. of th j ions. Potton oot tbe offspring 
•f th J loins bj mtaglbg in tbcir compoficion 
tbe JQice of ft bsncfol plant. * Let tbe mtlkj 
food of ebetttafioit dap.be deriTed from a 
pore founuiA : So (ball tbej be defended from 
the weeds which corrupt the helrt, 
' The words of inflrodion were ended ; and' 
die daughters of the rock ceafed to enforce 
die precepts of the chief.' Mutenefs was m the 
care ; and noi^^ was heard but the Toice of 
ftight, which to hoarfe accents faloted the' 
rocks as it paflfid. 

' The tomb of the chief rofe on Killmore : . 
BenrePs fbng of woe was heard round the 
ourtL The tear of beauty bedewed the cheek 
oftheTirgin: Warriors (hook their dejeded 
heads as thej net. * Rocks joined in pitj the 
found of grief: Each breeze was the meffen* 

g^^of a tale of woe. 

- - • . •• / '^^ •" Sconnal 

i •■••.- - .-: - .' f •.-•.. '" — • 

' * Duo-seal, wKu ltv<r«-Tlie boole of Dungeal are 
Ciia to haTc bcca die proscnttors of tbe Comroiagt; toriU 
oJr'Badeoocb, whok traoiaAioBS arc h vcU knonln in the 
bilbijofSootlMid. 
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« Stdrmal vas the ftatelj (on of Dungeal. He 
hi the warriors of his father to battle. The 
arrow pf random fled not from bis bow. She 
continaed her journey to the diftant m^rk;. 

\ and fatal proved her arrival to the breaft^ o£ 

, theioe* 

Snlgorma ^ was the (eat of a thoufand 
beauties. * Many heroes wooed the maid ; but 
the thoughts of her dreams were of Ltachan,. 
^ough 1 regarded not the kindly glances ofher 
blue eyes. — So look the. wifting eyes of thV 
^ewiUleced traveler in fearch of the intcrcepr 

' ted beams, when the loaded iky leans her bur* 
denofmift on the hills of Minaig. But.thcr'. 
vngratefnl tenant of the enlightened vale views» 
with eyes of indifference, the bountiful favours ^ 
of the Father- of light. 

' The feaA of Balden was fpread at Dungear» 
Bards (bng the tales of love.— I forgot the ^ ' 
words of inSruAion, and opened my eyes to 
the beauties of Su]gorma« I looked in kind* 
nefs on the m^iid^ zi\d faw her clothed in love- 
liness. Our meetings were often b fecret, and 
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we Aongbt of each ot&gr In the (eafoa-of 
4reacns. 

BenTcl faw my love for Sulgorcna, and tlie- 
fricndlj rcfentRKnt of his bread awaked^—— 
Son of Tomduthj Vaid ther bard, departed is^ 
tbe £une of thy houfe ! The words of inftroc- 
lion thou haft regarded as the hiaft that flies 
o*er the mountains.-* Luachos^ >>f the race of 
Bards, bring my harp, and place my partner 
in'danger by 'my fide. I will wander to othec 
lands. Too Jong hath my fong been heard at 
luTer. • 

Son of the days of old,, faid J, weighty are* 
Aj words,. Feeble is the breath of unripened 
years; and fruitlefs are her efforts when arro* ' 
gantlxihe endeaTours to oppofe the offispring 
* of thy ibouth. Thy tongue has given birch 
to piercing words ; but Liachan (lands repro^ 
▼ed by the frowns of friendlhip. Were the 
bcaudes ofSulgorma as die fun of hcavenvin 
the miai^cy of day,, never (hould (he (hine itt 
the hall of Inver, ' 

Malalin * of the graceful eye, the beautiful 
daughter of the chief of Ervtn, mourned the 

; fell 



!'."*"' I'l'ii .- .miii»rr>-^-„:ii:~,> 






fjo THE PAVE OP 

£ill of her fatber. The emblem of grief bt 
on her cheek. I blefled the maid of woe, and 
brought her to the hall of my fathers. - 

Stormal heard the fecret figh of Sulgorma; 
and raifed hb threatening fpear« Many were 
^ hb warriors^ and weighty was hb fword in the 
day of death* ^.i gathered the ftrength of In- 
Tcr to oppofe him ; But feeble proved my arm 
in erery conteft ; for my fpear was raifed aV- 
^inft an injured foe* . .,>;..- •:*• * .^ - 

. . Many we^e the years of our (Irife ; and ma- 
ny the deaths of our warriors. When the 
for<f of InVe^; failed^^^I brought Malalin tQ the 
/ eaT£ of Creyla *• The fafety .of . my fons was 
Iher care. 1 flew the deer of the defart, and. 

. carried them to our feaft.. 

'.'■•♦• 

' 3ntj biefled be the foul of her who feaftsno 

moce in mj cave ! — ^When the daughter^ d 

, Ervin retired to the land of ghofts, I carried 

'. iny ions to the tower of the woc^y vale, by the 

::'V ■. ;\^ ^.. :;/ \/^ '^. //^^ .^^fide- 

* It WIS cnflomir^ for cverj frcat ftroily to have a fi> 

cretctvci or place of coAccalment from their eociniet, 

' fvheii they were fotced to Hy io batcle. The TdUges oC 

Jboie of theie caves are ftill to be ktui but, when once 

ibey became knowO| they were of ao forthcr ofc. 
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ftde cf tkp fncodlj Sream. Tliere Gildea • 
wiped the tear of gritf from mine cy^ Mf 
§on% role fike die yoong )>Iahcs of (he fbreftp 
Tbeir kOls are maoy roood tbe dreams of 
Spcymore ; and dieir anns arc now ftrong to 
figlit the battles of Inver againft the tntnufing 
. face of DoogeaL r 

'• atoms Jhwtai.wuiT>c^C9i,^rh€CUSMie^Le. 
Jarwtais tf C^J^ ic t i iwd is aMieac poetry^ isibcCrae 
mn^0iwku «M«ficr«srds cot fp i cJ , bf writcnirfM 
— JrrH aB J aot the bfige, ioc» JCeCMrl, or CStiU^. 

AacspbMiiM oC 6flie firaaaes ta Scodand will pot 
Ac track oT this icyocd a doubt. Gilchrift, Or^iT^ 
voitf ; oadpie, fir J9^*i /biMsr; COmofe^ iieiresi 
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\X7H Y docs tBe tear cf woe trickle down 

the wrinkled cheek of Chrimor > 

.Often has the Orange featted in his hall; 
/when the (hell of cnirch went rouiiid, ahd bards 
fong the warrioi^ of other dajs. His friends 
are man J mother lands, but 4noarnful-is the 
.<hief.\ His mightj fon fleeps among the waves^ 
and the foal of the aged is fad,— 
Colmala and Orwi« the maids of the hill of 

- hinds, were clothed with lovelinefs : The 
locks of their beaut j flew on the wings of the 

:, wind* White was the heaving of two fair bo- 
' iifoms behind their polifiied bows. Often had 
'^ ^thej led their father's hounds to the chace ;. for 

- the old hero fat lonelj in his hall, and mourn- 
<d the fall of ull iiis fons, . . > 

•-' V ■■'..il :• ^;;;-'. ^ •v^-'Mi '^ * ■^^■; -'. Many 
. • ColMnhalla, fimll <)pe-lrrur.— Or-bh!cdh,jpf//9^ Ms* 
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Maay wamors fbOowed the daoghters oT < 
beaatjto diecbace, and poored fbrtk thdr 
ligki in fe^ec Bt warriors fighed ta Tab; 
fer one TIBS their kyve, and ftately was he ! tbo 
totghcyfooorChrimor. The friendlf beams 
of hoth their ibftefcs were towards the hon- 
ter; hot&edwashb lore on Cofanala, the 
Buid of thf^ rarcn locks. . - 

Oaoghter of mj htka\ laid Orwi»dioa lore 
of Fergus! death is at 07 heart I feel ic 
there» mj friend* — Wilt then raiie a tomb o'er 
the onhapp7^-.^My &t2ier is old» and thou art 
the choice of my honter. He will, perhaps 
md thee^ and giwe a ftone. So (hall Orwi fleep 
in peace ; nor Ihall her pale gholt wander a- 
mong the cloods of ftormj i^ht, when the 
north .po^irs its frozen ^enom on the lifelefi 
fifanns. 

AliBt^Orwi^ thon fifter of my love, why fo 
pale ? — What ihaQ Colmala do, to draw death 
'from thy bofom?— Thon moft not fall b the 

ftreagth of thy beauty, thou ^aceful bearer 
.of she bowl 

. Butfoon -flmH I ceafe to bear, the bo w.r— 

My tife is in die mouotam-afli, that rears its 
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lofty head on fea-farroanded Tonmore *• Thi 
^mfon frnitof the red-haired tree is in blooms 

' One branch Vrould fare the life q£ Orwi : — 
But no hunter is her's* and the fons of little 

" mta {hun the ifle of death with horror :*-No 

brother of love to raife his white fails, and 

• - . ■ ■ ■ 
king life to Orwi over the waves.^^1 fell un- 
heeded on the plain : Raife the tomb .of the' 
^ Unhappy, thod fitter of Orwi ! 

y .Yes, Orwi! thy tomb (hall rife :— But the 

. ,fon of' thy fon fhall raife it. A red haired 
branch c( the mountain-a(h (hall trayel over 

V" ♦ ; /- -I r^*- -•' .» -■ - '►• ■•.'■■; ^ ■■ • •'>• ipany 

• Tenn-mor, the ifle cfireai waves, if iaid to bite beca 

one of the brcades, then in tbc potfcilioo of tbe Norwe« 

w ilaas. Thetohabitaou had been told bj their bards, thai^ 

. If ftraofers ikw the bcaatifal berries of their moootam-afli-, 

, .. ^ey would thereby be tempted to invade their couotry ( 

;^ tnd, vich t preteiifion to fortkiiowledse peculiar to the 

; tines, aflared them, that, if m branch of it was carried 

1 Irom that iiand, they ftovld be tto longer a people. The 

;.' populace, always 'liable to i>e decdved, and ever ready t6 

i;, cnliftttnder the banner of fiiperflition, law dearly the 

. . propriety of thb prediction ; and, in the heat of enthnfi- 

. ' ^ftical aeal; took precautions againft it iii a more auftere 

.manner^than perhaps the bards at firft intcaded, by kil^ 

/finf cveiy ftriBser Hrho came to the iiiaod. 
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pany Teas to the maid of the yellow locks. 
Fergus lifts the fpear of the mighty ; and h^ 
will being it (r«ai the ifle of d^th. 

Colmala bore the groans of Orwi to the 
youth of her love He fighed for the Cckly 
piaid :---He ca^ed his w^uriors from his hun* 
dred glens. TIm fons of battle graiped their 
mafly fwordsr He ruflied in the ftrength of 
his dark (hips iato the blue plains of ocean; 
and raifed the %reading wings of his fjpted , 
before the win^ Many (eas he pafled ; and . 
the joy of his fiwl was great when the ifle of 
Tonmore rofe oa the top of the waves. 

Whence is Ac ipeed of the ftrangers» (aid 
ilnver, the gloomy chief of Tonmore ? 
. From InniPjaul *, the land of many ifles» ' 
we comcb — A meunuin^afli bends over thy 
rocks : The fiuie of the red-haired plant has 
'. trayelled over many feas. The life of a Tir- 
gin is in the ofte of the crimfon fruit. Yield 
a branch to die maid of woe, thou 'chief of 
. '. * ^ ; "Tonmore; ' 

. * lon!t-gliaid|, Ae Iptutis tf ftrangeru The wcftera 
iflcf arc» tt tbts4ay, known hj chat name In the Galxc. 
The flrensers bene aUndcd to, are the Danes, who appear 
}o haTC bcco in pofleflioa of thefe ifles for lone centarics. ^ 



-=^^ 
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T<Hiinore ; and the mighty (hall be thy fricni^ 
ia the woody ftraths of Albin. 

^ . InTainhaveyepafledoVrtnanyfeas^ye fens 

^ef lanif-gani ! Did the ftrcngth of all your 
land appear, the ftrength of all your land were 
in vatn* No branch of the facred tree (hall 
ever travel to the land of firangers* Unhap* 
jpyare they who afk it:— rNever more (hall 
jthcy returi) to the hall of their fathers* Un- 
liappy are ye, fons of the fea ; for never more 
Iball ye raife your white wings of* fpeed.— « 
Bring my (word of the heavy wounds.-— Ga* . 
ther my warriors with their' fpears of ftrength* 
«p-Raife the fign of death on Luman* Let 
the ions of the ftrangers fall in their blood. . 
Fergus raifed his terrible voice ; nor filent 

' ftood the rocks of Tonmore* They fore« 
iaw the death of their people, and the.figh of 
woe iflhed from the hardeft fiintv^But plea- 
iant are the words of the chief to the riling 
wrath of his faithful warriors. ' 

Te have heard the words of the furly: My 

' friends I we are in the land of death. Shall we 
fink like the harpolcfi roe before the fpear of 

'^ • . V the 



l 



i 



' COLMALA AUD ORWl. 137 

tlie hunter? Shall we fall like the tender \\\j 
©f the ^e before the blaft of the north ?— 
Yes, mj friends, we maj (all : But the aged 
chief of Strathmore (hall not b|ufli for hU 
people. ^ .',... V 

Then Fergus raifcd his boflf fiixeld, and 
ihook his fpear of death. His warriort-gao 
thered around, like a rock that gathers (Irength 
to meet the ftorm. The fon$ of Tonmore fell 
. in blood. The ipear of Fergus was a meteor 
of death. The furly king (hrunk frpm its 
wr^th,— Fly to thy gloomy hall, thou leader 
of the feeble! Fergus fcoms thy death;— it 
would darken his battles. 

The chief of Xo^^^i'^ i^ overcome, and 
bound : His people are difperfed.-^The moun? 
laio-afli falls on the plains of death. Ten 
'warriors bear it to the dark fliips of Fergus.— »• 
He raifed bis wings of fpeed. The wind cam^ 
from the north ; vbut it carpe in wrath, and 
aroufed the fobic furges from their fuUci^ 

\^. The tear of the cloud flres on the Waft : 

Wayes rear kheir green heads to meet it. The 

fire oi heaven darts oyer the waves. Thp 

t ' battles 
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battles of gho(b are in the iky. Liquid mouoT 
.tains raife their white. locks before the wrath 
cf the'ftorm : Brown rocks gather (Irength to . 
meet them* Proud billows fpend their rage^ 
on the cliffy fhore : Their retiring groans ar^ 
terrible. The peafantltears it^ and rejoices in 
his fafety* ^ The Hag fiarts by times from his 
Jieathy couch* The eagle dreams of his flat- • 
tering prey. The cropers of the flowery field . 
are half awake. The droufy eye- lids of the. 
feathered flock are open. Halfextended» 
wings lean on the wind :A-T|ie dread of furV 
rounding gloom preyents their flight. ' . 

The wearied florm now makes a paufe.-r^ " 
Clouds lean their empty, breads on the moun- 
tains. Winds ceafe to roar, and trees to bend 
beneath their fury. Th? breath of night is 
fi!ent.' The waving heath now flceps in peace, 
cr trembles before the intermitting breeze. 

The moon looks forth from the flcirts of a 
dark cloud: The teaf of the lovely glitters in 
|he beam. / Colmala mourns on the (hore of 
the ifle of oaks. Her long . fliadpw wanders 
from roclt^to rock. Her raven-hair fighs in 
the gale: Her yariegated garment^ flutters in 

■ ^'•^.:.v.^.....w ." -_-^- *-v^-i- ""^ ""'the' 
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\ht wui(L-*Two black cjc% roll in forrow o'er 
the foadiing deep ; bot the floating oak of her 
lorer moants not the riCng billows* ^ . 
" ' Blaft foliowed.bUlt . Clood rolled on cIoa<L 
.Star afur fiar went to reft in the weft. Bnc 
Ho bold prow came cleaving the face of the 
deep.*^A hundred times fancy (aw the bark : 

• A hundred times it proved a furge of ocean. 

A iail at laft reared its nodding head before 
the moon. A (hadow rolls from wave to 
wave. Stars are hid behind its folds. A frefli* 
ning gale fwelled the fail, and added to its 
fpeed^ -The tear of the virgin ceafed. A 
beam of jo j roflied X>ti her Ami ;:— She blefled 
the ftrength of the oak. 

A threatening irock raifed its dark head : 

• The furious waves are xepelled. The wind is 
behind the bark: The rock meets ft in wrath. 
'—The fail no£s no more.-^A hundred fcreams 
mre heard* — Colmala re echoed the found, 
ider piercing cries rend the air: Her white 
boibm meets the flood. The lover can receiVie 
sio aid ; nor wilt the maid furvive him. Sea* 
Vrblves tear her beauteous limbs: — ^Her ghoft 
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I^fiicd tbi-ough the flood. Two dim fornii 
h>ie from k ware; they mount a midj cloudy 
Often they return from their dwelling in the 
Iky. — The tnarber Ihuns with hotror the rock . 
tf deaths Hear the terge of ocean*s wing *• 



^ h W<s 'obftnre j» In hbnoQr lb the Caledonian t, hj t 
feiitlettitii ^ell atquaiored with thdr andeilt poetry, that 
bo priratc dtkotA tver fubfifted among tbe o^spring of tbb 
frmc fantfly. The preieot poem fiirnifhet an inOin'ce to - 
the contrary ; as the de(lni£Boii of Fergus, and diiap* . 
poiotinentof her liAer, was the defigo . of Orwi^ whoii 
IbMequent hiftory the bard pallet oVer with that con- 
temptooas negleA which her charaAer deienres. In al!e« 
f &U(iMi of this lady*s crime, however, let it be remembered, 
ibat file is tmitled to make the £iroe defence '£> often made 
f»r others In her iitoation ; fiie was in lote, and difap* 
Iwlnted. Akhoogh this apology cannot take o^ the 
'«dlam with which ber cbarader Is clogged, it phces It lA 
k\a&tt Eiyoorable light, diao if flie bad beeii actuated bf 
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OLD BARD'? WISHn 



OPlacs me bj the flde of the munxmrmg 
rillt fhat gentlj glides with dowxi ward- 
rolling pace ! Laj mj head ta the (h;^d^ of the 
ipreading branches^and be thj friendlj beams; 
dt fon 1 in kiodneis aroond me.— There at ea& 
let mj fide embrace the green grafs on the 
bank of the Romtrj garb, and let ^i^.eMle th& 
friendd|ip of the breeze as {t paiTcs. . |;e,t mp 

* ^ TridlBod 3oa not pretend to fife the name of ^ 
aatbor of this poeBw<^Tbo(e who rebmie it, at prefcat^ 
Ui tb4 Kgliko^s,^ SSkr with fefp^ to (tie irnnicmcntm 
Cottipo^tfoQS off s pafloral ftnioV tfe toore llxhie t^ thii 
coofiilioo, tfasn thoie of a B^rratiVe 2 ai ooe |«t kiir & 

' tDother. The reader will fiod the preleat terCoo 4r^|erei| 
fron that of. Mr BI*Dooald*s, who lately pabliihed the 

*. Off^atia his orfle€lbo of OaHc poems ; hot the Tnui- 
iator bu adopted that which appeared the mod radooaL 
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fcct, bathed in ' the crTftal flood, feel the 
Aruggling efforts of the yielding ftrcam in its 
'lufl J journey. 

Let the lily of pureft complexion fmile near 
me on the yielding ftalk ; and the trembling 
dew glitter on the waving locks of my verdant 
feat. ' Let my hand recline on the daified 
tnrff, and let the fragrant thyme be the pil- 
low of my leaning cheek. 

Round on the high _ere^ed brows of.mjf 
glen/ let the hawthorn *fpread its blooming 
boughs, and the little children of the bufhes 
rejoice in the fongs of their love, repeated by 
thp in vifible tenants of the rock. 
' . Burfting from the opening jaws of the bird« 
liaunted rock, let the new*bom'fpring fing 
melodious notes in a mournful tone; and let* 
die hidden fons of the rock, from their hol- 
low .caverns, join the mufic of the founding 
fiream, '...";' - 

, Let the variegated hiUs, and the wide ex* 
tende/d dales, re-echoe the voice of; the joyful 
flocks, while a hundred lowings are heard from 
the fides of furroundtng vaUies. ' 
•*" v" - ■■' /..■; ^v w ;> . V'- ■ ■• • •' --■'■■•■ '. 'Borne • 
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** Borne on the vings of the pafliog brieeze^ 
kt the gentk Yoice of the fporttre Iamb (alute 
bijeir; mad coade^ thoa Itttk kid, firom the 
rocks, and deep in fiifetj within the folds of qj 
arms. - / *' 

s* O let die haftj fteps of the hontor be near 
sne,wtth the rattfing noile of his darts, and 

. his hoonds rofUng along the extoided heath ! 
A beam of youth will glitter on mj cheek, 
when the fiag-honting noife (hall ariie. 
«* When the panting breath of dogs and youths 
h round me, the marrow of my bones will re* 

^Yire; and, when the fall of the ftag is pro- 

• claimed, my heels (hall leap in joy along the 
tops of the mountains. 

Theaihalll meet the hound, my compa* 
^ion in the chace, when the rocks were wont 

•to anfwer to the Toice of .the horn. I wHl' 
enter the friendly cave, to whofe hofpitable door ' 

..We bent onr fteps at the approach of night. — 
Chearfulneis fmiled round the* gleam of our 
oaks : In the joys of our cups there was much 
inirth. ^The afcending (moke was from the 
ieaft of deer : Our drink from the ftream of 
. . ' Triga, 
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- V ,T«g^*v .Tio'giioftshad flirickcd,and fainci 
\ f<^tiiXQ^ from thtiT green billocb^ Cafe below 
jlte prol:e£^g r(^f of Ihe caTe^fweet ixras our 
^q>6fe. 

Wbat'hiil can yIc with thee, O Bernard f* 

, . ihou chidf of .a . thott£ux4 hills ! The dreams 

b£ftagsaremthirk)cks« Thy head is the bed 

• tfcionds. .. . J u . 

' ^ ^ : Scmatt tears his cliflfy hc^d near. The wjlx 

>ing tops of a thoniand, green firs nod on his 

brows. The Yoice^ofthecuckowmingles with 

/the Toft blaft tbat trareb in kihdnefs through 

theikp Thepeafant hears h, and rejoices 

^lida-^TdtbtibmoaHtMM.^^ThewoTdmountMnUnCcdhett 

iMtts a proptr cxpboition of Betn, bot becaoie the £iigli(h 

'. e^ Atroiflt BO better. Tbait bngtogt dUcovert a great 

de^i!^ pf poferty, when v^examiiicthoie few termn it 

^▼es to the tarloiis cpoTexicles which appear on the fork 

' fice e( the^ earth* The Galic affords oo lefs than aine 

liaiiies ifor hnu, «ccord!os to theur difiereot ihapet and 

> ifxe^ of which BAm U the lotdd^. For thefe the £n|Ufh 

. 4taiL Only prodnce twe^ li/r and mMi«/^ir. 

IfHieiHobjeds of this nature freqnentlf occur, there 
- . Binft )>e a iemcnefsi and the bards« by thefe means, may 

be Mamed for what is eyidently the iaolt tf the Luiguagc 
bito wbkh they are traoflated. 
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I 

tn tbe returning fintles of fammer. Earlj 
herbs ftoot (brtli cheir green heads. Toung 
roes gatlier ftreogth,' The elk majeOIc ftrides. 
from hill to hilL 

H9U(*forme4 wares trarel along the finopth- 
faced lake below. Wood j iflands raife thett 
green firs before thenu The moontain-afli 
bends, orer the floods Tbe whtte-boTomed 
daughter of the ftream mooxiu the foft bil* 
lows ; Her extended neck rifes <m the wan-» 
dering wav^ When (he fpreads her wings 
aboTe the momitams^ her flight is quick froni '' 
cloud to cloud. Over boifterdtjs feas (he tra* 
Vels to other lands, where the chaTcrs of the 
* Vrafe nere^ raKd the (welling faih 

Oh*wlut (fijfbn't (hore dees the wind mek 
thj momn(ul fongi fon of mj youth * I Are 

^ ThistJdrelsof the bird to lib abfent ibo, is haode<i 
tfowa with ibme ditfcreiice. Serent pcrfbos ^ho rehear{i 
-the rcift of tbe poem, otttit this alto2ecber.% Others coa« 
Mk It, by repcatTns It as alcofcther addrcfled to the 
fwan* This auftakrieedis to arife from the 0miUrity of 
jband m the tmo Words £t//r, fwan, and G^tV/j, thou 
youth— After die Tranflatoi had colleOcd lU he conld^ 
he fbiind the paf^^e (I'll wrapped in cbfcurity: Traduioo^ 
bowacr, l^ftteads to throw feme light on it. 

■ ■' . . . . Tfc. 
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\hj tears for the fallen ? Has tlie white armei 

tdaughter of beauty Tanifhed before the eager 

-: glaixcesofthywHhingejes?— Peace round the 

, tomb of the lovely ! ~ ' • 

^' Come forth from thy. dark cave, voice of 

Vroe! The beam that b fet (half not return* 

'^Rulhfrbm the womb of the rock. Gather 

'thy floating oaks t Raife thy white wings of 

; Ipeed. Mount the high brows of the tumbling 

Vavesj Roll in fwiftncfs before the ftrcngth 

Df the travelling blaft. Come to the banks of 

tny lonely glen. Let in'e hear thy melodious 

• : * long 

The bard, who was hinfelf a chief, had an oolf .ion, 

. who fell deeplf in love with Lavinia, the hcaotiful daogh- 

tcr of Tbalbar* LaTinii was drowned as f e was ba* 

tbbs in the lake of Triga. Morlav, the bard's Ton, be« 

xooiios defperate, from the death of his miftreft, iiiled 

for the Orkney iflss, hoping to UU in the wars of that 

piince, who was then at ? ariance with the king of Nor« 

. vsy. Bis valoor and good condo^, howe? er, invaed him 

' ^reat fame; and, after the Norwegians were defeated and 

expelled the iiles, the prince, in confideration of his fcr- 

:tioes, and peribnal merit, offered Morlav his daughter in 

, Biarriage, which he refoied, and retired to a cave in a 

looelj tile, where his father' heard he (till contxnoed to 

bis lod LsTioia. 
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Ibog warblbg ia plaintWe accenu fFom ikj 
bremft of woe. Be thoo on the tops of my; 
moootatns, and kt the mournful tak of Aj 
lore be in thj month, O. youth, who ha$.tra* 
▼cUed from the land of green wares ! Pour 
forth thj luxuriant qpuGc in the bofom of th^ 
wind. Attention will feize my ears, I will 
fikatch thy tale froQi the (kirts of the fleeting 
^ud, when iu mifty journey b over the peaces 
fill lake. 

Tdlme, for' my fight u failed, Owind! 
where does the reed of the mournful found 
raife its waving head ? On what fertile mead 
is the gathering of its ftrength ? Whidle a- ' 
mong its locks as thou pafleft, friendly blaft,' 
wd dired me to. its dwelling. 

Lend me thy aid^ arm of ftrength ! Place 
me before the Ltndnefs of the fun, when his 
darting, faTonrs are from the center of the ^ 
axure i^h.. Spread forth thy broad wing, 
green«robed branch, and be the (hield of my 
Sm eyes from the ferTOur of the mid-day 
libze.- Then come, O memory of the paft! 
* b the likene(s of a dream which travels in the 
SffSon of fia^ Come to the couch of my 

- . ^umbers^ ' 



Hm^^tt 
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llaitibert, imd refrefh me with the deeds of 
)tOQth. , * • ^ • 

' Bcholdf O tny foal f yoh tieauttful maidi ^ 
under the roftH»g \91hg of Ihd oak, ftatcly 
iing o( the fbttfJk I her white band, the pillar 
of her g;lowing cheeky balf*htd among the goU 
den ringlets of her itowing hair. The darts 
(rom her iwift rolling ^ye M'e towards the 
happy yodth of her loxe. He leans on her 
bofom. She liftens to £is fong in filence. 
The iblc hreeaie from his ^ ipouth has raifed a : 
> gentle tcmpieft^ White waves travel along tbe 
' bpfom dC f^h^ >jrgip« I^'Oye Hies frpm pye to 
^ye. Peers ft0p their c^oiirfe on the heathy 
Their feet forget to mov^ ^t the foiin4 of the 
tale of love. ^ . - . . ' 

'*. Mow the (biig has ceafcd« The heaving of 
ber white b^fom meets the bread of her lover ; 
, jmd her lips^ like, the rofe, blnfiiing «on the. 
sne&d, ire ptefled by the happy youth. 
\ Happitfefi withopt end to the tender pair, 
who have awsJced hi my mind a glimpfe of . 
ll^ofi^.pjeafurcs that ihall not return I Joy to 
thy foul, bvely trirgin of the foft- waving 

hck^\ : ■:.r.i.v' :'.•••■ ; ■•• ••;;■•;-:•'' 
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Haft thou forfikcn me. happjr dreami Re- 
fonryct.one tranficDt gleam, O memory of 
the paft !^ — Bat, alas/ ibccr hearJft me not. 
Sorrow nifbes oir my foui, KLe th^ winged 
blaft that whtftler in my aged locks. — ^Te 
mountains who haTe feen my Qrengtb, flire* 
Weil ! Farewell, dear companions of ray youth ! 
^^^Ye Ttrgins of the beautiful afped, adieu! . 
The joy of furamer is yours ; but my winter 
ftall be ererlalling. 

O lay me near the hoarfe Toice of the fal* 
ling ftream, that tumbles in flroarhy hufte from 
tbe cliffy brow ; jnd let the laft (hutung of 
my eyes* 'be. foftened by t*)e foothing found. 
Place my harp, and a full (bell by myfide; 
and 1st the.lhield that covered mj fathers in 
battle be near. . * * * " " 

Come, O cloud, that travels over many feas I 
Bear me on thy mifty wings to the Id: of Peace, 
where the heroes of old nod their dim heads 
in awful flainbers. Open the hall inhere Of- 
fian and Deal refiJe ^ ; for the evening will 
••■*'. \ '. ' T come 



• '•'Thif paSage (orQidicf ^ai» todaiice of the xwitj to 
vhicli every cUl^cf mco Is ihUc, rnben 4»ikc the pops- • 

lice 
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• come when the bard fliall be no more. Bttt, oh ! 
before it comes, — ^before my gboft (hall tra- 
?el to Ardven, from whence there i» no re- 
tomj give me the harp, and the (hell for the 

.Journey. • Then, mj beloved harp and (helf, 

—then, farewell • 1 * 

■ • ^ '1 * ^ " ' 

\ ^ bceprorcA diemfclTes their difciptes.' The feneration 

which mankind entertained for the bards, encnoraged that 

';./ erdcr to carry its pretcnfibhs of /uperiority to aa extra- 

*'. ' ''ordinary height. .They ioiagiacd that a magnificent hall 

: .. ! was tppropctated for them in FLATRiNsis, to which 

> ' . i)0 vulgar (hod could be admitud ; and that they (houM 

^- there receive the rewards due to the Orenooos exertion of 

. their talents while on earthy to reclaim and cultivate the 

. haman race.— «This opinion, if not rational, kem% at lead 

[ ''*' natural ; for it has made its appearance among another 

■\ ''dafs.of men, who^pretcnd to be dire^led by infallible 

- . * A palpable contradiction appears in this paraj^raph, 
, -; which, however, a knowledge of the opinbnt of the an« 
^;'itieDt> will help to explain. It w^s imagined, (hat the 
'V |)io(lt of departed friends cametocondu^ the fpiiit of 
;. : ^ deceafed to FUtlUtuu As theft ghofts were foppolei 
* -fo be (lift foiceptible of the pieafarcs which thcf enjoyed 
: libilcon earth, moHc, and the liqnor which they drank 
- " ' ^ of the (bell, were provided in gnat plenty on thele 
'..•#ocafions, m order that they might take « fufficicxit qnaa* 



y. 
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tity of lbo4 and Bilrtli» to eoible ihcm to perfonn thdr 
jottrncy Co paradilc Mb the more tlacricf . If a dtSoeii- 
€f was lo«od b the cntcrtalmneot, the ^hofts were to be 
lef eiifc4 00 tboie wkoie hafiocfi k was to have proTtded 
it properly. Tbos it became iacrilcge to bare a fboeral 
HI prorided. The bard here dciires the harp asd (hdl to 
be ready to entertafai bis departed frieods, and then bids 
them farcwcIU as be woold have no farther occaiioa for 
them. . / . ' . . ^ - 
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*^/| O feeble voice i| thine, fon of death! „ 
-*-^ No boy's ftafF is. thj dart,' 'The 
nighty OTcrcomc in battle ; .but they fink be- 
fore thee. No (hield can meet thy fpear : No 
arm can oppofe thy (Irength. All the heroes 
of former days h^ve dropt into the graye at 
thy nod! ' -•.'.. ,, 

The mighty bend before thee with the. 
ieeble; boc they (hall not, like them, be for- 
■ ' ■••''■ ^ ■: ■- - £ot 

'- ' ■». ■- ' '■ •. - - ' ^^ •.. 

* ]>iitli-clioil, ilaekvood^ThU diief is modi cele- 
brated by tndkioa for bb hofpiulicy to flranger?, for 
wbom ke always kept open Uble. It is iaid, thai fiich 
Blubbers- came from Ireland to live on his bouoty, that 
b« was obliged, for obvioos reafons, to make a law, that 
no ilraoser Cbonld cootinae on a vifit boger than a year 
tad a day, snlefshecoaldgiTeaitifficiefitrealbn for tc« 
Bitriog that fpace of time, any per&n bad a right to 4^- 
mand eoteru^nmeot, widioot even gi? ing ^ao account of 
bimfelf ; but^ at the expiration of it, be behoved -either to 
diTcbver bimiilf, or depart— The M^Kenxies are faid to 
be deiceodcd from this chief* 
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•^61 by^the voice of mid-night ulc*. The 
foQod of t&eir fame (hall mingle with the cloods 
that roll behiad thee. Their tombs (hall rca^ 
their grajr heads, and wage a conteft with the 
blafts of other winters. The hunter will ticw 
the chace firotn their tops. The (Ug will (haa 
the ftorm near them. The ftranger will view 
them and figh. The fame of thcTaliant (hall 

.traTel £0 other lands* '- : 1- - ^ 

Bi\t the little foul (baH raiaifb, like the 

.fleeting clood, that wanders among thetwink* 
•-■•—. ' :t ... : i ' •- -.*..- . Bng 

' '^ The mid-^lit tales here aUoded to, are thole rchoricd 

.ftl tate-vakcs •• cotertaio the people who fit ap with the 

corp(e. Thededre of heanns thoitf.pocms, dnws tosictber 

the inhabitaaiSi imm a {reat way 'ronod, who are fa 

-IMKh captbiaed with the compofiUoos, that they behoUf, 

^iith ftlnftaoffft the approach of nomiag. This at« 

fiom owes in wrisio to the bards, who were wont, oa 

^ 'fydk cocalioM, to relate the a^ons of the decea(e({* 

Hence, it bccane caftomary, on^the death of fach per- 

.£>as as woe sot eodtled to culogiums, to (105 the .deeds 

of antieiit bcsoes ; and, as the audience nacnrallf retained 

vhat had SMde (iich a deep imprefCoff on the mind. It 

.has Ibftaoaftcly proved the great means of prcicrring 

Ibine of the liiblimeft poems la the Calic lanjnage from 

.'Che womb cfobUf 100. • ^ . . .. 1 • 
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liog ftars. It fbakesvits mid y, garment oa 
the mountatos The courfe of a biaft is to- 
wards it.' Frightened at the fury of the wind« 
it diiappearsj . and its dim form is no more 
repiembered. The fair-haired morning (hail' 
rejoice in the caft^ and fhall not iineet it: The- 
fan (hall fmile in the face of heaven, and (hall 
' Bot behold iu ' '^ 

Lately we looked, andi behold ! the chief of 
Shirar (trode in his might. The armour of 
his battles vas near him. His (trengt^ 
was the Ihield of the feeble ; his hall was the 
Jiome of, grangers f • The fons of other lands 

■■'^* ' ■ tailed- 



f If the reader is iocUoed Co compare aa antient to fon^e 
modem chiefs, he may pemie the following lines tranflated 
from Dagal Bawo, coropoied about the time of che late 
cmigratioa to America. 

The pale-fac'd Uoant of jonr cottage hears, 

>VWith heart-felt grief, the tales of other years. 

' What tho* bis noble (ire, with fword and (hktd, 
Procitr'd him freedom in the bloody field ; 
What tho' the father's arm the battle won > 

V ' No comfort reaches to the wretched Ton. 

Bis nvch4ov*d wife and infants, pale thro* waiit, 

- Demanil that fncconr which' he cannot grant. 

~ *The youthful group' around the mdher hings, 

J^ndcraTCS rcUef from hunger's piercing (lings. 

» .." . .y- — = --' '■'• The- 
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uftcd his fricndfliip : His fame trareled orer 

. mznj ft2%4 — Bat this daj*s fan hears wttnefV 

to » chaage, and has iecn his fill, like the 

mighty oak, which had long fluken its boflij'. 

head abore the TorefL The ax of the ' hew^r 

came in the day of its (Irength, and laid its 

. fpreading branches on the groand* Fl j novr 

mnreftrained, nbify blaft ! No u!! trunk rears 

kt ftately head to oppofe d;y rapid joumej* 

Death came like a dark cloud from the north, 

that hides the fun behind its fable wiogs* 

The hills aroand are Cxd t The vallies mourn 

* • ' ' - * beneafh 

*rhe aioamfnt foir, wttb anjoKh, hears their oief. 
The iHf tear guflung from her dreaming eye*. 
'The trembling fimi of woe perform io halle 

' Tbdr rapid jonrmy down her fifrao-ltke brrad* 
Her Saft-bom fucklTm; fips the briny fl'x>d» ' 
Aai driokf grief's olfipring «ith the milkv fockf. 
Sight fovght with words, and (lopt thdr pafljge lor^g. 
While half-formM accents pen hM on her tongue • 
Bat faii!t*ring words at laft made good their way. 

. O tbD% &c. • * 

• The (ahjcCt here becomes rdigiaas, which, in C'alic 
poetry, is feldoin woithy of imitatioo, as they recced 
their fydcm of it from a dafs of meo who are 00 ways 
famed for liberal Icoiimeots. 
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. Seneath jcs fro was. The, liquid plates ceafe 

- to glitter. The red deer couches, below the 

' tlbowbf the rock. Silence is to the wood^ 

. '3'hc feathered people Ihuir the drop beneath 

the fpreading Icnvcsi The hound ihukcs his 

■"* ears, and fits the footfteps of the home*bound' 

•hunter. .'••,. ■ ' • . >. -.'^ 

' . 'Many were the (lre:nntng eyes .that viewed- 

thy entrance into the narrow houfe^ thou 

chief of battles ! — ^Wecp, ye maids of woody 

Fuanren! Mourn, ye, youths of the hill jcf 

hinds ! ^The chief of the people is low. 

Who (hall lead us- in the' day ' of ftrlfe ? 
Where is the (hteid of our fafety, when the 
>! foe appears ? — ^The head of the glens is low : 
• Feeble arethe people without a leader. 

Who is ihc that wanders with diftrafted 

fieps on the mountains? What dark .eye 

- gives the tear of woe to the wind? What 

band of fnow ftrews the long diihe veiled hair 

. on the bofom of the breeze ? What white 

bqfom heaves to the blaft in forrow, and calls 

in rain to her hunter ?— Who, but the daugh*. 

•^ ter of generous Garvcn, could difplayfuch' 

.... ... . *. •' ' ' • charms? 
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cbanm? Who, but the ^pobfe of Dodio3, 
coold poor forth foch fighs ? 

Raoge b (afctj thro' his woods, ye dark** 
hcowtt deer. The hounds of the chief are 
howling in hb halL Often they follow the 
tearfvl fpoufe of thetr^maftcr's lore. And of- 
ten ftall yoo fellow her inTam» ye fiiithfbl 
loos of fwiftnels 1 who were wont to ootftrip 
the windt^-Ncttf more* fliall Dnchoil lead 
>oo to the thacfc I 

The ftranger from a^far fiull come to the ' 
hall <tf the open door. He will a(k for the 
thief of the ftrctched-forth hand; but the 
Ihaking head will anfwer with a &lent tear. 
Then will he hear of thy fall» O chief of 
Shirar ! and his figh will come forth.* He 
will moom at thy tomb ; but thoa wilt not 
hear him f » — Alas ! Son of the diftant laad» 
. U thy 

f Moft of dicft poens. cfpcctaUy tboTe in the Eletiic * 
ftiaia, ifKffC gcacnlly refacmrfed extcmporx. Onthacac^ . 
HMMt Ihfy ire fRq«eiitl| defcOnre in potnt of conocQion^ 
ktving dMicaider often abraptlj, as in the prefebc cafe* 
Tbc idea of the ftnngers, who had foraeriy been enter- 
tuned hf the hoTpatable chief, moordins at his tomb, 
■ppcartd b Qt9D% to the bard, that be concluded a d». 
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thy Words are pierctngJ Other clans dwell tA 

fzktj under tbetr' chiefs i but the arm of our 

ftrength is I0W4 • 

•SUL* 

icriptloa of It to be b6yond hin reach. He therefore leare^ 
his audietice to formjco tbemfehes this affc^ting fcene. To a 
^ foperfidal reader^ therefore, the mod Taloable paflages 
amftbe lo(l| as they require a (IreDUous exertion of atteo* 
tioa to which few will perhaps think them eotittedk 

Nofpeciesof coropoficion leaves greater room for the 
ima^ation to "work opoo, than the Celtic poetry. The 
l^ds were a cla(s of men who became venerable from/ 
tbeir gray hairs, as well as refpe^^able from their profet^ 

• iioo. Deftitute of every aid wiuch literature furni(hes 
Isr the Improvement of the mind, they were onderthe^. 
Mceffity of gathering. their knowledge from experience. . 

• illihongb this be the mod infallible, it is by bo means 
. die moft exj^itious method of acquiring it; and a 

fife mod be far /pent before much acquifitbn can be 
aude. For this reafoo, the bards always appear old men^ 
Thus, adorned with locks worn gray in the ierticeof 
dieir country; and iurrounded by ibme of thofe yho had 

.' heea wltnt0ies to the atchievements of their youth, they 
delivered their icntimeots, with that dignity of ftile, and 
ftccdom of csprdnpn, which a mind confcious of its owa 

^.frperioHty naturally claims; and mankind received 
vvhatever they advanced, withont prcfaming to exerdfi 

• tfic talents of cnticiroi* 
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/^^OME forth, figh of woe. Roll down/ 
^^ tears of grief. Mourn the faU of tl^e 
^ Ipvelf. Bathe the memory of the white* 
armed daughter of Morauld. 

Why doth the wandering ftream fmile as 
it paOeth i Whf doth the finny tribe fport 
in she crjltal flood? Roll in darknefs, ye 
glittering waves I Retire to the blacked pool, 
ye Clrer*winged ! . 

Sound no horn on my hills, ye followers of 
the ftag ! Spare the hide of the roe, ye bear* 
ers .of the bow ! 

Nod your green heads in grief, ye leafy 
daughters of the fored ! Sing a tale of woe» 
ye tenants of the bufli ! .^ 

Why doft thou travel in thy mildnefi, fofc 

breath of fummer i The faired flower that ever 

met thee is low. The friendfhip of the 

• breexe (hall no more fmile on the cheek of the 

rgff • llie waving ringlets of her dark-brown 

hair 
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hair (hall no more tremble oa the wings of 
the jjafling blaft. . ; . ^ 

vAway with thj voice of mirth, joyful morn- \ 
uig ! She> who was wont to (hine before thy 
^ early beams, (hall not awake. Hang your 
* drooping heads, ye flowers of the tne^d. f A 
fnrly blaft has plucked the. faired lily from, 
her ftalk. Xonely is her dwelling in the 
gloomy tomb. The • fun-beams of coming 
years Ihall not fmile on her Tirgtn-charms. 

But come, O come, with all thy fable clouds, 

UacVi*obed night i Grafp the hills in thy 

. dark bofom« Let the (hricks of ghofts, the 

'fcreamsof owls, and the courfe of meteors, 

be around m^. Let the ftrength of the angiy 

, blaft bear me on its^ wings ; and let th<: fpt- 

ritsof the wind hum theirtalesofwocinmy 

'"car."' ';*'' " '''■ , ' ^ .- . ' " ^ . ■ 

Gome forth from thy starrow dwelling iik 

. the land of graT<:s, thou beam that was Iotc- 

K ly* Why didft thou retire in the midft of thy 

blooming years^ tike- the midnight fiar, that 

' ndh.es: btbind ft: dark cloud .^ The mariners 

bomeis near- its bed in the weflern waves* 

' His eager eyes fearch for it in rain among the 

^ * . y : ^ , ;., ! :/ . boifteroQs 
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ttoUleroiu billows* and bloftcring bla(b o£ 
ftormj oighc; bot he finds it not* 
- Why doft thoo pour the beams of thj kind* 
nefs around met bright queen qf night f The 
frtendlhip of thj (miles brings no joy to me» 

. More welcome are the frowns of grizelf 
gho(ls»the tremendous voice of burfHitg clouds,, 
or the furly afped of the wrathful fionn h 
Awaf with thy glaring light, infulting moon !^ 
Hide thyfelf among the dark folds of ni^tly 
clouds. Never ihall your (miles call forth 
3ulTina from the hall t Never (hall your C- 
lent beams dance round her graceiFuI (hadow. 
The form of her who was lovely (hall no more 

.' wander along the ruftling heath. 

The meeting of warriors^ is in the hall cf 

Morauld ; butthe voice of mirth is not there. 

No white fingers are feen among the trem- 

Uing firings. Mute is the harp. Loud arc 

the fighs. What, eye can rcfufe a tear to the 

lovely ! 

' . A cloud has darkened the valley at noon. 

' The fun«beam of my joy is fet, no more to rc- 

' tarn« My. eyes (hall n^ver more behold i:s 

. . .,.., . A i ' coming 
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( . coming forth from 'the back of the eaftcra' 

}) . WIL ■ ' -- . ^ >• • ' " ■ '-' 

Then, come,. ravcn-haiTcd night ! vith all 
?' thyl>lack clouds. Spread thj droufy wings' 

> . over the inhabiunts of the foreft ; and let 

^^ ' the tenants of the cottage purfue thrir bltfs- 

ful dreams among the Tifionary mountains. 
V ' that rife near the couch of their fliimbers :-~* 

''. I . ,Eut talk not' of flcep to roe, gloomy night j 

My bread is the houfe of -woe. Tho* thou 
" roleft in darknefs over the children of nature, 
1 regard thee not. Wilt thou thy fclf reft, when 
; . the ali-Hghtening fun (hakes his white locks 

f ^in theeaft: Wilt thoa prefume to combat the 

\ . . - coming forth of his beauty ?— No : Thou 
/ . ' flieft in hafte with thy gathered clouds ; and 

\ ^ ,. • the wretched only mourn thy departure. 
(' • , -; Where is the courfe of thy journey, black 

/ doud ? Rufh in hafte from thy dwelling in 

I ^ ihe iky. Bring thy hundred ghofts among 

\ \ . the dark folds of thy mifty garmcnu. Let 

\ ' the.bending oaks and the falling rocks pro- 

> ' ' r ^ claim thy approach. Bear me on the wings 
of thy drength : Bear me over bplfterous fcas, 
\' ' .- ' ^ ' ' * . S *' ■ to 
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to diftaot iflcs, where the fools of the loTeljr 
rejoice before the fun-beams of eternal day. 
•t)o thou. Salt ina« meet nSe with thefweetcft 
iDf thj fmiles. Stretch forth thy white hand 
from the foft robes of thymiftj cloud. Look 
on me in kindaefs ; and, let the mildeft beams 
of thy fparkling eyes fly round me like the 
breath of fammen &e the ptUar of my wan- 
dering ftcps to the ifle of peace. — ^Let me 
tafte thy frieadfiitp in a land unknown. 
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No joy is mine in the abfence of the maid 
of love. The white bofoms of a hundred 
virgins ineet the fun -beams on the banks of 
Cormic : But thy eqtial^ matchleft maid of 



the rolling eye ! is not there. 



Thy finiles 
arc 



(^ • Ortn-Molli, sfinj cffrtn/e^lt wis to ti»i$ poem 

./ tbac the mafic wis firtt compered, which, in the end 

• «f the Ua ceotory, becime well known in the low 

\ ".' countries by the name of KHIicrinky. Some other 

' f , . pieces in this coUeaion are iet to mufic, which the 

t JLowUnderscoitiideras originally their own, and which 

\ / the pirtiality of fiime, md che ignonnce of others, ha? e a- 

^ . Jcribed to the invention of an Italian. This makes it 

} ^ aiore thin probable, that moft of the Scots tunes hiTC 

'A been compofed by the Celtic bards, and eotircly over* 

{ throws tKat ridicnloas opinion, which has htely pre*' 

^'. tailed, that the bed of thcoi were done by the uifortu- 

'/ • ■' • . ■- - " ." :•;. ■ ^ • ^- '•■-'' iutfc . 
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.arc as the glances of the fire or^brightnefs^ 
•>vrhea he rides in meridian fplcndrr over the 
<tDouotains* Tby words as the voice of mac j 
Jiarps, when the foogt of bar Js are heard, and 
'their fingers travel among the trembling 
' Rrings. 

Thoa art diftant f^r» maid of Connie ! Bat • 
' dark mountain raife their cliffy heads be- 
^tween us in vain. Mine eyes (hall never ceafe 
; to view the image of the lovely. My thoaghu 
' (hall wander round the crouding beauties that 
, attend thee. 

The eager eyes of a hundred warriors ire 
.towards the captivating charms, which a- 
. dom thefwcUtngfurface of thy rifing bofom f* 
' . .X .The 

• n^ Ritsib, Co Ute as the time ofQaeen Mary; who, 

: if he ^ anythiDs, can only be allowed the meriC of 

■laUnf a few variations, and adding fecond parts, which 

' Che tieti that are known in the Hi^hbnds generally want. 

There are, however, about a dozen of the left Oo-sr 

vtanes that have no antient poem iet to them in the 

« jGalic laosuage.* If erer there were any, at mod pro* 

• ~^bly there has,' the orerwhelmiag wares of time hare 

buried them in oblhrion. 

f The Gatic reader will here perceive a want. The 

Cnnfljtor has dcCgncdly left ost the warm defcrlption 

• - which 
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* The faircll lily that (hiacs in the forcft, con- 
tends not with the fwectnefs ofits fmiles ; and, 
when it meets the fun-beams at noon, the 
fwan is afhamed.of her downy brea(l» and 
hides it beneath the ridng wave. 

wnkh tbel^ard bas giv.en of < cbe two white hills r^iCns' 
*■ their toh heads on the bofom of die yirgin.like tuo'brig!;! 
*iao-beims, «hen, fmuing, they fteaL thro* the mift of 
* Aid? 90^ CO blefs the bewildered traveller.* Tho' every 
leoicnce la the ^igtnal is perfectly- Confident with the 
moll risid rules of delicacy ; yet, as the bard has de« 
Icribed his miftrefs's bofooi a few inches lower than the 
•ladies are pleaied to expofe theirs at prelent, thc.tranflator 

' fliall not prefiime to lead the reiders imagiaatioo where 
tbe deCcate fair will not indulge his fight. 
A bard, in the IjUl century, acotions the caofe of cover- 

. ing the bofom as a female impofition. I (hall tranflate the 
paflagc^ ,Kot as a h(X, but me/ely to ihow what injuries 
the Cur*ics have Altered in all ages, from the capridous 

t bnmoorff* and rufpicions difpofitioos of the males. 
vThe.virtuouf mothers.of our fires deceiv'd 
No youthful hero with a cover'd bread. . 

VTben virgin-purity corrupted fle3, . ^ ^ . v 

%Tbf flacken*d breads coofefs'd thc^fecret fin. 

, But their fair daughters,- by the aid of art» . \ t Ir 

Atfeding (hame uokBowo to iooocencet . ^ . 

Pretend to btde^ in veil of gaudy la wo, 
A boibm fpotlefi for the aoptial bed* 

Imagtoidan 
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Thy delicate fingers trace not in vain ike • 
folds of the lawn. Thy needle gives birth to 
the fpreading tree, that fecms to bend beneath . 
the load of mcHow fruit ^^^But ftretch^ 
lof ely maid ! (Iretch forth thy hand in kind* 
nefs to me, andl ihall breadie» in reality, 
that life which the fons of thy needje but 
ieem to enjoy. l«et the friendlhip of thy eyes 
fhlne around me, and I will flourifh before 

their 

Ima^iucloa wan^en in the dirk. 
And mafnific* wicb freed the hidden flore. 
Which fccming modcOf hoaids op with care.— 
Dcioded lovers ! fi^m; for a bread. 
Which confcioos puli tonceal^ from public view ! 
* * The tadiet were the only artK^s in this way, among the 
Caledonlatts, as wcO as the Greeks, and other anttent na- 
tions. InHances of thi», among the latter, mufl be ob- 
Tioa^ to every learned reader, not to mention any ofour 
»orc recent anceilorf. ' ' . ' 

' ' And aprons let wi* rnohy a dyce 
Of ncidiUwark fe rafr, ^ , " 
Wove be Bc hand, as xe may gneiS, 
Saif that of Fairly fair« 
But the Bratad^ or ftandard, was the ofual field in which 
the cflbas of female grnias were difplayed ; and there have 
^een inftaoces, in the knigltt-errant ftrain, of warriors fat- 
>lmg in lof e with ladies, whom ihey had never (eeO| from 
the beaiKifal cxecntioo of tbefe ilandards; 
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. their beams Kke the regcuble trib^ ihatr 
rear tbeir tender heads beneath the kindly 
.breath of fummer* . / 

. Who (hall convey to fong the form of thr 
maid who mores,, match lefs, over the moun^ 
tains? fler fmooth -neck is the> white bed of 
her golden trefTcs. Her flowing ringlets fall 
m*fweet diforder over her ivory (houlders ♦•. 
Soft blue eyes, roll beneath a fmall round arch. 
Warriors^ melt before the ftrength of their 
beams! . ' . * 

Move on in thy majeftic fteps, maid of the 

mild-rolling eye t' The blooming heath (hall 

■ " - .■ . . ■ .^ - * ■' ■ ' "^"^ 

^ .The whole of this poem has funk to an '^unaccoont- 
abte decree of poverty ia the preleot tranflition, and 
this paflj^c in a pardcufar minoer. The* words BjcA* 
Ischf imatachf tfishbm^ 4r€. wbieh aAonifh the Galic rea- 
der «ith their cncr|^ and poetical beautiesy are altogether- 
loft, a» thc^ Enslllh copulis no term capable of ^ex- 
prefling either of them. It matt be acknowledged, that 
this langaag? may eapref> any fentiiseot that ' arifes-in 

.. the mind ; bot the beauties of a poem do not often de- 
pend ib much on the /entiment, as the manner of capreP* 

, lbs it.. Nothing, thcrcfotc, bat the ientiment can be pre- . 
ferted in the tranflition, as the genius of the two Ian* 

» foagcs is Co ditferenr, and as the Gilic contains ibme 
* tboufaods of words oot. to b: foaod in the EoglUh. ^ 
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meet tkj graceful (hadow in gladnefi : The 
j verdant plains Aall wave their grafsj locb,. 

|{ and fmile as it pafleth. Grace is in thf 

prefence. Thj breath is as the (cent of a 
^Werj garden, when it pours its fweet odours 
on the wings of the breexe* 
. The tongue of thy fongs is fiirroonded hj the 
white fonneri of the irory ring ♦. The found 
,-...',.. . / . .of 

* What inhere traafliced, mUiB f$rmfn §f the Ivory 
fi»lt ftandft in the oristnal DaJ, Cetddb ; a rerai to • 
^liich W word In the £nglifh UnjoafC beirs the fmalleft^ * 
affinity. U'hco foch terms occur, the traoflaiion jnaft' 
vndoobtediy- lo(c all the beaotiet of the origuiah 

Dtmi itgnifics a gracet'ol ailcmbbgc of r< fiiKd obje^s^ 
whole perfeAioos a(Voni(h the beholders, and excite the* 
aioft a|raeable (eoiackms ; . a Urn applied by the Celtic 
bvds to the fine iet teeth of the ladies. 

A ftw rcnafks 00 this pafLitc will cootribure to fopport 
|kc troth of an kiTcriioo, which the tranflator ha» former* 
ly prtfomed to advance ; That |he Oatic, even in its pre- 
. lenC QAcnhivatcd Aate, difplajs a loxuriant richnefi of 
poetical terms,' Inconparablf fuperlor to any of the mo- 
dern lartgoasei. 

.The care which the ladies of oar days take to hate the 
arenoo letdins to their gentle ftomachs adorned wub a 
ptopcr let of ivory centinels, leaves xto room to doubt, bot 
• . - . .- - ' . i theft 
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of thj Toice is like the mufic of the wood, 
when the feathery tribes rejoice among the 
ruftling leaves. : " •. > ' 

J ,, O thou 

tlieie ctiimpions do great excciit'on in the day of battle. 

A troop, "which bat fo often difHnguifiied itfelf in the caui<t' 
' -' of the fair, ooght then by 00 means to be forgot, when the, 

tnamphs of their vi^lories are rehcarling ; yet poetry, 
. which pretends to do juflice to every member and mi- 

V 

sote feature of the tiAortous beaoty, has, with unpar- 
donable negUgencr, fuiTcred the teeth to deep without 
their fame,' while the aA'ons of the eyes, lips, chin, &c; 
; are mag nified by repeated eulogtums. 
. • From' this general ccnfure, however, impirtiaUty will 
compel every intelligent readir to except the Celtic bards. 
' In their mod antteiit poems, we meet with the moft 
• beantitul poetical termit, that the nervous exertion of : 
^ . fbetoriccoold invent, to exprcfs thefymmetry, whiteoels, 
$ic .of the bdies teeth. Bnit mod b^ owned, that the Eng- 
. lifli^bBgnage will not admit of any poetical (allies on this 
liibjeA, till fome new terms be received. . The wprd 
' JictbU bar(b,and may be ufed with iuccefs to defcribe 
any dilj^oflfnl object, as a witch, a tyger, 8cc. but can ne- 
f cr be^admitted with any grace io the dellucaibn of beau- 

. Did the Galic fumilh' no other name fpr teeth than 

• jbr^^e/a. the bar^ would have laboured under the fame 

diiadvantage. But as ib$/t that grimly grin in the face of 

: JO old bagg, and thefi that fwcetly fmile behind the ver- 

BiUoa 
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- O thoa who formed thofe ezccllenctes wbtch 
captiTtt'e the enraptured eyes of men ! chls is 
the work of th j hand ; and we feel the ftren^th 
of its power *• What^ then, mud be thj own 
perfedtons, fince the objed that (taru into ez« 
iftence at th j nod, is thus beautifull j formed ! 

Hide not thy fktr head in the heathy mounr 
tains, bright fon of heaven ! Lonely is my (eat 
00 the hill of roes.^ The m^ud of the yellow 
locks IS diftant Ur : The hall of her fathers 
rifes on the banks of Cormic,and many gloomy 
bilk intenrene. — But thou beared me not, 
bright-hatred traveller of the (ky ! Thy own 
coorfe has been over many hills to the bed of 
tliy Ted; and why have not I reached the dwel- 
ling of the msud ? — ^But reach it I will, O fun ! 
though, not with a (peed like thine* 

Why do ye fly, ye deers, with all your fwtfc- 
n^fi over the heath ? No hodile deps are mine. 
'•".. ,. ,- , , " . No' 

'aittioa tips of a yootbfat beauty^ are certaiol/ not fimilar 
O^jcdi; why (hould the bards, who were endued with 

. Ch« power of tnfcntin^y and the liberty of apptftins 
terms, {ivc them the iame appellation ?~- 

* The bard appears by this exdamitton to have been 

' acqoaiAted with the true reli^io^. 
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- . "No parent of death glitters in my hand.-^My 

./peed is towards the white arms of beauty. 

^ . . They are fcen, like two fun-beams, in the hall 

• ^Jof the chief of Cormic. 

5 . Ratfe, daughter of night ! raife ihy fair head 

^ .' in the call : Be the guide of my lonely journey 

' ► OTcr the dufky mountains. 

Fall foftly, thou noify ftream ! Steal down 

- .thyrocks in filence. The Ihaggy tenants of 

^ . ' \ :jthe foreft are afleep ; Awake them not. The 

' ' », ' 'hunter fits far diftant from his home. The 

^gleam ofhalf-extingut(hsd oaks is.before him: 

V Two fa»tliful dogs are his (hield behind. He 

t ^'(lumbers by times on the heath i then wakes, 

" - . -and waits with impatience the firft fmiles of x 

« the ihqmlng. ' ^. \ - . . ^r 

', \ ' /-^ When (hall the hall of Cormic rear itVlorfty 

f , / • lead before me ?-r-Travel foftly on your airy 

^^ - wings, ye winds that approach it ! The white 

.* / armed daughter of beauty is in the mid ft of 

f ; her flumbefs. Blow kindly, O breath at night ! 

J • ^ ' on the chambers of her reft; this is the feafoa 

/ . ' of her dreams. — ^Perhaps my ima|;c is feen a- 

^ / - mong the children of her fleep. — Son of fancy, 

f . fpeak foftly to the maid. Tell her my fighs 
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• 

. mre Idod on the moantator: Mj groins are fre* 
iqnent on the htU of winds. Mj hounds look 
iDOurofullj in 017 face, and wonder at the 
^ofe. Thej howl at mj feet, and tarn their 
'wiftful eyes bj times to the hill of deers.-** 
Bat jt look in Tain, ye porfaers of the windl 
*the chace has no charms for me. The maid ' 
-of the bread of £oow is didant far, and no joy 
'ineets me on the mouauins. 

.Though lonely, I wander by the ftream, 
"though mournful, my figh mingles with the 
^md of the deiart ; the favour of thy bright 
•eyes, fair maid, would cheer me, ai the fan the 
Jiills, when he pours forth the ftrcngth of his 
Ibeauty at noon, and ( h^^f< the liaow from 

. ddieffJieatby lock& 
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VO I C E of the talc, more thou at the nod 
of grief, and let the words of woe be 
' iieard in the breath of the fong. 

Manj have, been the former ftings whicl 
. bave pierced my w6anded breaft, Thefe have 
' increaied the palenefs of my drooping face, ' 
and thinned the ringlets of my falling hatr. 
. Bat other hardfhips appear now as nothing, 
>nd former Quferies vanifii before the prefent , 
: Wow.— ^ . • ^ . / ' 

< : . Mournful are the feelings of my wounded 
. IjiFealL Son of the flranger ! thy tear would 

■ '■"■' .;"*■ ,,"'•'■ ■^•. ' ' - *•■* " ..\ -•;. m 

• ' ■ . 'w . • . ' 

^' ^ TKts poem is clie eompbfition of a )ady on the death 

*Mher hii(Und, and has been moch admired in the ort- 

Slnali .Some of the bed pieces in the Galtc, both in the 

paftonl and ele^'ac drain, have been the prodnAtons of 
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{ill, cooMft c&oa behold them. The mightf * 
kave f4l]eii by the arm of death : The fwori 
oTaffllAioa has pierced my heart. Mj tears* 
bathe not the meiDory of the feeble. Grace 
and greatnefs were in the fteps of htm whofe 
iM I moom. He who was high among fur- 
roQodiog chiefs, is now the humble tenant of 
the peaceful gmvc In Tain I fearch for my 
hitn:er among his rocks and his woods: In Tain 
> raife my Toice among the hills of his chace» ^ 
Echo anfwers; but he b Clent. His dogs alfo 
purfue his former footfteps ; but they retura 
wichoot him. Early in the morning they ▼!* 
fit the chambers of his (kep ; but he U not 
there. — I cannot eafc your grief, faithful fons 
of fwiftnefs 1 but i will join your mourning* 
My tears will be feen ; Your ovoans will be. 
beard. The ftiranger as he pa/Tcth wtil afk 
the canfe* The tongue of information wilt 
anfwer, • Becaofe thc^mTghiy are low;' — Be- 
canfe the chief of Afcar is lonely in the gloomy 
tomb. His wi£e and hounds mourn his falL 
All day they Onin the light : The windows of 
the hall are (hot. No open door is there to 
fcceiTe the traveller as he paffcth ; olhcrwife . 
'.;... . • / ■ she 



-I 






iJjfi. ' THE WaRI>S QF W.O El 

the band, of invitation and tbe {hell o£ friendr- 

fti^* had bccit held forth to thee, and thoui 
. hadft departed no (tranger to the joys of the. 

,fcatL~Na wonder that the voice of wpe isf 
. Ji^ard* for the cliief that: is low was. mighty- 

Hrwas fierce in the battJe; He was fwift iat 
■* ^c chacc;: He was n)i!d,at the feaft-.* _ < 
/^ , Stopp-fon of the, feeble voice! Who: art 

fkoVf that, attempts to fpcak the deed*, of the* 

^; / chief?; 



^i 
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^ •* The moderns arc drviHcd in their conjectures concern- 

r ' • i^khcniaiterwIsiVoin which the antienl Caledonians ex* 

^ . > 'tndeil.tbe liquors : which dity drank oaci of the 0)clU fo- 

^ ^ - ^ ' '^cn meDtiooed ih. iheir fvoetry* Thi$ liquor, does qot 

^ • ' *" appear to have been Hrong ; for wc never hear of any pcr- 

. ^ Ion being intoxicate by it. According to the bc(l accounts^ 

iberc were three kinds of it.^ The fioiplcd and moll or- 

^ -' . ditiai^ driak- wascittra^ed fron^ a delicate kind of beaib,. 

t * known at prefent by^ the name pf French heath \ the. next in 

;* ' q^oaUty from jvm^srjfrnV;, and theic wine from the Krc5. 

^ The. tvro laft. are ufed, at prefent; but it is £itd there was 

' .\ aiecret method of extracting ale' from the bcatlif which it 

' BOW altoscthcr loft. The lofs* of this (tippofed fccrct, 

{ however, ftems to have bcec-occaConed by no other caufe 

' * : tha^lbie invention of roaltliqnor; and our moderate an- 

\ .' - ccftors might have been pt^fcOIy happy with an entertain* 

) ' ' . 0icnt» whJcb our more refined palates woaid by aa meant 

' ' fclilh* ' • , . .. . * 
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dUtfi Hare not I heard ikt fecret fixfings of 
kis bread, when th^ words of the valiant came 
from his vuHUh? — Yec I am Slept* Oldft^ 
thoo know the hera better than I ^ or is thy; 
tongue the parent of more piercin^g words t 
Thine eyes hare never (hed the tears of an- 
gaifli>-Thy figh has never iffiied from a. . 
woandedt heart; - ^ * - . • . 

Vifoge' of danger f dtfplay- not thf threaten^ 
ing- brows on oor monntatns: He who was 
firftrto meet: thee is low. The fword of the 
Taliant is here f but where b the arm of ftrength?* 
—Son of the little foul unflieath it not. Let 
Bot^tho fword of the mighty meet difgrace iit 
the handl of the feeble ^ left the warrior oT 
the dtftantland flioold carry it to the hall of 
hh fathers, and iay to the maid of his love». 
t Feel the grift of the handle, and the leogth 
of the bladei^Strong^was^hcarm of him who- 
'grafped the parent of death ;. but he (ank be* 
forc'me.* — ^Maid of the diftant land belierc it - 
not. — 

O land of ghoQs ! refidence of every friend 
ofopine t b there no room in your nightly^ 
diambeti for me ?— O chief of Afcar ! thy 

• 'b;cll 
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lall bas often given reftto the wearj; anJ 
will tliy narrow dwelling rcfufe to admit, the 
wife of thy youth ?^[he who was wont to re- 
joke when the departing fon fainted the wca- 
ern hiJl • bccaufe her hunter returned at night. 
He returned in the ftrength of his beauty. 
His pantmg hounds came before ; his loaded 
followers behind. She who waited thy co- 
ining at Craycmore; whofc breaft glowed at' 
>hy approach, calls:— Wilt thou not hear.— 
?P«3k, ye tenants of '^the gravel Yourciics 
^11 be fweet unto me. The huAahd of my 
Jouth, the father of my children, is amongft 
J.ou; he will prote^ me.— But no children 
are mine. They alfo walk before the moon 
without a fliadow •.— Why fo mercilefs to me, 
.0 grave ! Thou haft wained from.me the af- 
fe^ions of thofe whom my breaft has fuckled; 
and wilt thou not permit them to anfwer me 
snkindnefs? • . 

. * The ancients were perfe£lly convinced, that, lUhoo^h 
the (hods of deceafed perfont wandered abroad, their bo- 
dies fltll remained tn the (ra? e.. With very food reaiba, 
thetefore, they concluded, that, where there was no fob* 
lUnce, there conld be no flUdow. 
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CKttf of Afcar !— thoo who waft great a- 
fDOog the mightj. wilt thoo not hear? — Other 
ghofts roam abroad tn the feafon of darknefs: 
Theibos of the feeble flj in hafte; buti fiy 
eiot thee. Thy grim ghoft. has no terrors for 
me. I iearch for thee among the dim (hades 
of night ; but I camnot find thee. The whirl- 

. wind b heard as it paffeth ; bat thj voice is 
aot there. ThefuU orbed moonts in the eaft: 
The poltlhed far&ce of the lake gliuers below. 
Smooth are her fieps along the half-darkened 
iirch.— Bat thba finileft in Tain» daughter of 

night i The children, of the den ileep. regard- 
Icfsofthj beams. The £bns of the cottage 

. jdfo porfoe their peaceful dreams 1 No flia* 
^w moves before thee, but the wretched 

. Lelbana. She motims the fall of her huf- 
band. Her Toice is heard among the clouds 
of night ; bat he hears her not. She inquires 
ior her, hunter; but the fons of the rock re- 

•ttm her own words for anfwer.— 

O thou Rioon ! to whom the trembling (tars 

'-nod in obedience in the feufon of fleep; thoa 
iift often travelled <hy journey through the 
.;"' - .•■.': Iky. 
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jlkj* The. wretched have often mourned be- 
ifore thee; and thou haft poured forth thy light 
«<m the mountains to comfort them. Thott 
.s>ermitteft the inhabitants of the tomb to come 
.ibrth, and leave their (hadows behind* - Thou 
,^utteftthe eyes of the children of day in fltep^ 
.4ipd the hills are left free to the tenants of the 
'grave. • Why then are they not abroad? — Is ' 
rtny tear not big ? do they not fee it ? Is my 
,£ghnot loud? do they not hear it? — ^Why 
ithen do they not anfwer to the voice of my 
igricf? ■ ■ \ .-.'.'■: ^ " ..:'': - •.'"• • 

. Spoufe of my youth ! ihalll tafte the fweets ^ 
rof fleept while the rude breath of night da(hes ' 
•4gain(l thy tomb in the land of graves ?•— No» 
ifdrly^blad ! thou (halt not tell in other jands, 
•that thou ruflied over the tomb of the mighty, 
^nd that no foft locks rofe on thy wings' as thou 
.ipaflVd. ITic dwelling of the hero; though 
•narrow, ihall not be unmarked. The fons of 

the firanger will view the Aone of his fame In 

• the leafon of the fiin. When the courfc of 

.ithe moon is abroad, Lefi>ana will mourn at 

., . liis tomb. ^0 «loud;ihall roll without a figh: 

.. , - •>•. ^ 'Ho 
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No blaft (hall pjfi without a portion oF her 
'falllcg hair. Th? virgins will fcize it, and cry, 
-• Whence is tby journey of woe, foft-waTixig 
Jodcl* 

Pleafant art thou to Le(bana, as thou wan- 
dereft from cloud to cloudy broadTaced ruler 
oi the ni^ht ! Sweet is thy afpedl as thou look- 
ed forth in all th6 mildnefs of thy beauty, 
nxrhen the fmile of joy is on both thy cheeks. 
The twinkling Aars dimini(h in thy prefence, 

'.and Ihrinic by times behind the covert of their 
inifty clouds. 

But raife not tlis voice of thy mirth in th< 

* call, fair*haircd morning ! Shake not the ring- 
Jets of thy beauty before mc. Go to her who 
has loft no iorer, who monies forth from th^ 
tiali when night fpr^ads her dufky wing over 
<he mopntains. Her feat is beneath the ru(l- 
ling of an oak. Her variegated garment flat- 
ters in the blall : She gathers her fcattered 
Jocks from the wnd. Earned is the rolling 
of two hlue fiars below her foft brows. Her 
white arm is the pillar of her leaning cheek. 
She looks with czpeAation*s eye to the hill of 
the chace* 

32 - ' • Oftea 
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Often may tli'e return of thy honter bicfs 
thy foft eyes, daughter of Joy ! But never fliaW * 
a 'beam of mirth fmile on. the cheek of Lcf- 
bana* Hei* locks fhall travel on many winds. 
A blaft (hall foon mix her with the dud. A 
firanger wSI raife the tomb of her who had 
no fony'.whofe hunter fank by the arm of 
death. — ^^Every virgin that pafleth will give a 
ftonc •• Often will the cry be heard, ' Peace 

. * round the tonib of jthe mournfulJ!* 

# ■ 

'••?r-^V •..--" ^ .:• • - ■--> • ';THE 



^ * It Is a coftona at tbis day antong the Highlanders, at 

diey pafi, to throw a ftooe into a cdtV<, vhich b always 

siade'at the place where any particular misfortune or 

. death has happened. By this means, the(e monuments, 

^ inftead of diminilhing, always tncreafe ; and fcveral very 

' Jar^c ones are to be fcen 'o different parts of Scotbod. 






^ ■ fj ^ ^( i gjU ' ^HLH i J i n p^j^^ 



■ Mil 



T»B 



APPROACH of SUMMER . 



MY wandering Citicy returned from tho 
pnrfuic of ridoos, as the enlightexied 
J TaJcproclaimed the approach c/ the fun. I 

ftarted frocD the tnadive coach of repofe. The 

«.■ crySal dew trembled' upon the br^fom of the 

. yielding grafs along the redinii^ forface of 

the prega^t pUin. The iweet roice of the 

pipe (alated oiy ear, and the aged rocks rc- 
'" turned their approbation of ^ the harmonious. 

notes. ^ * 

,/--. .■ :''....- •■ ;^-:V ; ■. The 

f Thu poem was coopoic^ by a geoilemaa of nniYtf- 
fil koowIedsCf-abjot forty ycar> ago He atteoipccd, ia o- 

. thef compoCiioat, to incrKliice the beaucks af the Creek 
and ^oman poets into the Galic lao^aigc. Bat, as he 

' entered too warmly into the polh:cal ccecroTcif'y oi bis 
dmey bis works, in' general, mutl be cactoJed from a 
-tr9nflitkMi."The reader, from this f^xcitcen, however 
wfll readUy perceive the fupciioriiy of iuutc fcnius, 
nnalCtlcd by any other JtuaUficacioa. «?vcr the Mf-fef* 
dent knowled^ of litencore, azd ins Edb feibiJiii. 
ounts of art. , - 
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The birch fcnt forth infant branches thro'' 
, .the opening jaws of the disjointed rock. The 
blue mid of the morning leaned on the bufhes 
which adorned the brow of the hill ; but it fled 
/ t!^e approach of the afcending fun, whofe 
friendly beams fmiled upon the half formed 
. daagbter of the feeble twig. 

Sweet is- the beauty which adorns thy 
' fpreading leaves, fmiling primrofe of the , 

/grateful hue I 'thou art the mod courageous 

• warrior of the Tcgetable race. While other 

flowers are buried id the bofom of ^he earth, § 

faiot'hearted fons of the tender roots, thy 

. fieps are forward to combat the breath of 

;. . the ftill fubfiftiDg cold. Clothed in the ar« 

\ mour of ^hy beauty«thou art the earlicft jewel 

• -. .that adorns the brow of the infant fpring. 

/ I The fpreading roots of trees extend thtir 

pafture through the 'hidden bowels of the 

earthy in fearch of enriching draughts to in- 

^creafc the ftrength of the ftatcly plant. With 

^ .impartial juftice,^ the^ trunk deftributcs the 

: , afcending juice through each twifting Teim 

- Her grateful offspring fpread the leafy gar- 

; ;ments round the parent of their wealth; 

- . . • - . , and 
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THE APPROACH OF SUMMER. i8j 

and the thmfli, enfolded in their fkirts, pours 
forth the barmonioas fong in the bofom of 
the morning. Ererf member of the Toca! 
concert flies to the colic A! ng branches of ths 
wood. Their little breads are flaflied with 
joy at the approaching light. A hundred 
voices from the thickefl thorn, proclaim the 

' welcome of the infant daj. The Toice of the 
lit lie wren is mingled in the general found; and 

' the red -breaded fongdsr is heard on the out* 
mo ft verge of the proj^^ing branch. 
O glorious/oontain of light f bright daugh- 

, ter of -the eaft, welcome is thy northward jour« 
nej to the wiftiing eyes of nature and het 
fons. The hills, robbed by the furl y breath. 
of winter of the gurments . vith which thoii 
lately dotlied, chem, fpread forth thtir (hiver« 
ittg bofoms before thee with feemiilg com* 

plaints, and folicit thy cheanng aiJ to heal 
the Wounds of the frofty blaft. — They petitioa 

"not m Tain. The darting arrows of thy 
beams defeat the efforts of the retiring cold. 

. ... The colled-ng Tcins of the rill fwell with 

• the rapid defcent of the melting fnow. An^, 

« by thy majeflic^ prefence, CTcry gloom which 
f V ' ' ' - frowned 
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frowned on tBe/nrface of the earthy tremblings 

, difappears. . Fly, congealing foe' of increafe> 

, |be united fons of nature ihall aflemble to re« 

. jotce in jour aofence ; the little datdes, eager to 

partake of the fmilcs of fumtncr, ftart from 

behind their green curtain^ and prefent them*' 

^ (elves c]ad Li golden charms of infant purity^ 

Earlj herbs are clothed in the livery of the 

^ fpring ; and the roving bee, bewildered in 

- choiccj taftes the riches of every floiycr, and 

joyfully hums amtdft furrounding wealth. 

, . The admiring eyes of the traveller are loft • 

among the crouding beauties of the variegated 
' plains ; and his ears are- raviflied with the 
.^ voice of harmony and love. The joys of na- 
ture {Ufl incrcaft;, for now the afcending fun, 
v^ith uniform V^^^i ^^^ gained the fommit of 
. the azure arch> and drives the (hadow of the 
htgh*ereded hi!{s from the enlightened hot- 
torn 6f the hollow glens. The feathered te- 
nant of the bulb, with joy beholds the wel« 
come change, and pours the melodious off- 
' . fpring of his warbLng throat on ^he. bofom 
' • of expanded light* No* cloud of furly afpe^ 
travels on the top of the mounuins, to inter • 
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«rpt.dxe favourv o^'xlis boontiful Ton, or' 
fileocc Che mufic aCtrhe choral bands. 

The words of p^tETTial \oyc arc iq the breath 
of the herds, as riiew diipeiie in iearch of the * 
flowery paflure» IThz green covered, plains 
round the thtck^ ^ovc, fmile ander th^ 
increafiQg wealth*, jxnd invite the ftraggling 
flocks to tafte the Ticlinefs oi their loxoriaat 
xrop. : . . -. 

Sweet ^are the ^word^ of thj made, and 
heantiful the varying garmrat of thy pride« 
JoTcTf warbler o£ xhe qnick-moving eye! 
Thy feat is on the Unfcteft branch of the tower- 
.mg oak of nian^ T'sars, whofe (Irong -jointed 
truDk has long; ^ithftood the breath of the .. 
bluftcring blaS^ Her dwelling is not on ths 
' top of the barren: SuH : She collets' the rich^ 
;of herftrengthb^-nSie fide of the fertile dream, 
. on the brow of tSi verdant vale. . • r 

. . The antmadn^ hreath of the fun calls 
forth^a thoafamf Ihgrbs from the prolific womb 
' of the pregnant filain; opft&ing flowers are 
•k/ttrronnded hj loucves projeding from ^the 
l>ending ftalk;anii every fpecies of the vegeta« 
' Ue tribe fhines on its gayeCt garments along 
^ejoyfal glcxi^ Sweet 13 the fcent of the 

flowery 
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bowery plain which furroaods tHt bottom v[ 
the ereded rock ; the fpreading rofes (hake 
their leaves upon the waving flalk before the 
firtendly breeze j with joy they tafte the wel- 
come embrace. But their nod Is on the top 
•of a'more extended (lalk, whofe molfty dwcl* 
ling is on the fertile bofom of the fruitful mead. 
•The gentle Uly, foft emblem of virgin pu- 
.rity,with unaficded grace, adorns the hollow 
't)f the mountains that gradually form the 
curve along the twifling verge of the defcend- 
ing rUL Her decent robes are not the work 
of oftentatious gaudy fingers ; her modeft 
looks are from the pale garments cf the white 

' Jeaf« near the Aiade of the riilx^ bufli, where 

:the morning ofteii finds the roe, ere he (laru 

from his couch of reft., ' . * • 

Now the herds repair to ths welUknown fold, 

• to hav^ their odders eafed of the milky load. 

Their ^vpice is joined with the ihepherd*s 

pipe to quicken the fteps of the dairy nymphs: 

Welcome are their prefence ^ to the expeding 

'flocks^ who liften attentive to the quivering 

;.fong. ' . . 

■] Darting through the yielding dream, the 
ftatelyfalmon. cleaves with eale a paffage. His 

••%.»- - fpeed 
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l^ced it Crom die ftrength of his finpy wings^ 
ar be poHoes the coorfe of the UQwarj Bj, 
whofe Iborteiied Efe pet iflies within his open- 
fag jaws. The fim of the flood* fprtogs wttH 
joj aloog the li<iutd plains; therariegated ftales 
of his fparkling *fide and* filTer wiogs, waa« 
tEOnlj fpoit aToog tfie crjftal ffiream. 

Flalhed with tKe jo js of conjogal lore, tEe 
wood-cock, from the fpreading tree, takes his 
airy flight to the kfs nafculine cover of the 
' heathy pUin; with watcfafbl looks he rears his 
waving cretl above the (lender Branches of 
the heatK; his fteps are in fearch of the co j char« 
iner of bis brealt» whofe half-ihvicing didanc 
notes be* cgarTy porfucs with joyful flight ^ ^^ 
with majeftic grace he (hakes the varying co* 
Ibor of his fwelling pride, and foircfts the 
firtendty glances of the female eye, while the , t 1 

Ijpreading wing invites her to the warm em* 
brace* Fly not the arms of thy lover, daugh- 
ter ol the heath ;, this isthe nuptial feafon of the 
feathered tribe^Every tender pair tafte the pica- 
feres of love b the heathy locks of the furround* 
ing bills. Th< joys of nature^ with out interrupt 
lion, be tbyportroo,fprightly daughter of the . 
* A a nimble 
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nimble eye I tby grateful lover vill^rcmain faith- 
fol to the charmer of his bread ; he will yet pro* 
▼ide thee food, and cheer thy heart with melodic 
ctis notes from the diftant tree, when thou 
fpreadeft thy motherly wings o*er the tenants of 
the n'eft; and, with the animating kindnefs of 
thy ijpeckled bofom, warm into exiftence a 
feeble crew, the feathered fons of the (hell* 

Thnsi fed by the liberal hand of nature, pafs 
je the day, fweet tuned warblers, until the dark 
cloud of night from the eaft prepares to 
fupplant the departing lights Then let the 
children of the wood (train every mufcle^ an^ 
pour forth the choice offspring of their 
throats, to folicit the fpeedy return of depart- 
ing light. . r. / . ' ' 

The theme ceafed; let (Hence enfue; and^ let 
the little bufhes open their hofpitable gates to- 
receive their nightly guefts^ 
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TTAPPY thelHurd who fang tn former dayt, 
'^ •*• ^^ta ASbin heard with joy her heroes 

praUe; 
'When her foos mfliVl with courage to the fields, 
Where echobg rocks procIaiin*d the noire of 

. flueUs. 
Her warrior, when the (heath receWd his fword^ 
Tafted each bleflbig which its edge fecar*d. 
His chief was mler only to defend 
The weak firom infalts, and make tyrants bend; 
' /- . - ' 'To 

^ Tbif poem, a tnafiatlon of wTitcb appeared ibme 
tioie t£0 in a peno&al poblioitioa, was compoled bf 
tiALLVM RoaoB, 9' bard fiill alite in cbe Hisblands^ 
•1b tbc time of tbc hie ealgradoa to America. It is 
heio iniefted, jmc & much on accoant of tu merit, at to 
Ibowr the prdent tafte of tbe Hxghlaod poetry,and to repre- 
Seat tbe batdtbips wbtcfa manf of tbe iobibitants of that 
eooBiry Mu from the tyrannical vicnojs of ibme chiefs. 
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To cheer the aged and inftru^ the young. 
To hear each contefl and xedrefs each v^rong* 

- At his tribunal open were the laws, 
Wo fubftitute was hir'd to plead the caufc ; 
A guardian to his clan he pafs'cf his days. 
The firft in clanger, but the laR in eafe-^ 
His arm fecurM his people in the field. 
The feeble reaed fife behind his (hield ; 
Beneath his hand the weak did never fall; 
The ions ^f want ibund.plenty in his hall:; 
.The ftranger there might uninvited come, 
. And tafte each comfort which he.Ieft at home.: 
Jree to the traveller was the daily fcaft, 
jAnd the ibe always peri(h*d in the gueft. 
' Thrice happy bards who fung^f chiefs like 

\. 'thcfel ^ ^ 

Your works thave always metdeferved praife; 
The grateful fons^>f <7ael have nurs'd your fame» 
Jlnd'diftant ages will rever ^our name : 
•Each eye (hall foften at your lofty fong, 

,>Vhich .pe'er .{hall fink but with thj: G^lic 

. jtODgue •• ' ^ . 

Not 

-J 

* Tht Galic IS th&onlf tamt tbe tli^hUndcrs have fcr 
4htH own Iingui£C» Their iiclghhoitri in the foacb, how- 
<vtT^ tavc not hten idle in invcntbj utberi, at In ft ind 
f^t* IiCD tU WghUnden [hcjofiUff^ mhta they ulk 
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.' Hot {6 the guilty chief of modem days* 
XJnkoown to Tirtoe^ and ifiiir*d to eafe; 

Wit b the low eomtrks, iiftiiigoiOi it by the appdbtba 
If which it it bcft •n^erfiood there. 

ThcRcT. Mr Whttakcr, whole aQertioaf I hate for> 

.mMf prtlmmed to-comhat, coocl«aes thU tobe a foficieoe • 

. < c aion ftf »tion that the Seots areof IrUh extraAioo. As 

Jhif a&ir b of fivme OMUeqaenoe io a cootroverted point 

.•C hiibry» the leader will oot, perliaps» ;be dUpleafcd to 

.§K the aathorities o« which this lerercad hHlorian jiro- 

^teds, esaciioed. * llir Ca]edoniaot, who were reduced 

hy the Scott oC Er4a« or IreUnd^ havicf adopted the %p« ^ 

pctlatioo of tlieir conqwetort ; the natioa ai»d the country 

Jheiof sow anlvcriallf denominated bcott and Scotland ; 

iht nation, hdof exprcfstf denominated Hiberoiay as late 

M the lith etBtory, and the people the Iriicher j» as bte 

•t the 14th; and their dialed of the Britiih being invarhhfy 

ootitled the If^ifl|» or £r*ie, to the pre(cot moment** 

80 fir it the bngoaie of the Highlands from-^ bein^ 
hnmtdtj entitled Ir^flh, otZt*^* at this, or any former 
period, that not oae-lnftanoe can be found of its having 
ever been termed by dther of thefe names by ttie natires^ 
•«ntil they come abioad» and learn it from ftriogcrs. Bue 
Jthit emtra^ is ibpported by a^qaotation from a refpcQablc 
author of the laft ccntory, and has the following note. 
. * Irwin in his hid. Scot. nomcnclatura» itfSzt P- ^* ^y% 
''• Ovr ille-aeo and .HigManderr are tery oft named ili* 

Aerol 
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Hcj ^oid of pity, hears tie wretched mosra. 

And human nature gtve a gen*ral groan. — 

;/ - / With 

^Wml by llraDgers ;^-ind, st tins iaj^ the EnglUh ind oor 
', Ijowlanders call and coont them IriOi.* 

'When Mr Whiuker entered on the prc(eot controverfy 
*«ith Janet Maepheribo, ' Efq; he (ct out with profeHiofii 
of cindonr, which could not fail of anticipating the fa- 
' ironrable opinion^ of every reader of liberal fentiments. 
Bis ezpreiCons are beaotiful, and feem to bear the genniae 
' jnark's of finccricy.— * Diidaining the little artifices of -con* 
■troTerfy, too hononrahle, I hope, to create the faults that 
1 cannot £nd, and 'too candid,! truft, to orge flrongly the 
•aaere failings of homaoity/ &c. 

Can we imagine the author of (entiments which do ho* 

aour to hvman nature, capable of forgetting that reTpe^ 

-4tte to him(elf, and proflitoting his faperior talents, by 

^-^mmittbg the moft despicable piece of forgery that ever 

.^tigraced the meaneft contro? erly* Candour and huma- 

•»ity forbid the ungenerous fnfpicion ; but juflice calls . 

' aloud on the anfterity of troth, and confirms the faA. . 

Fiom ibe following gennlne qooutlon from the.pa(?a£e 

•^tferred to, die reader will fee what jaflice Mr Whitakcr 

•bas done to hb authority, and, from thence, may pecceire 

. What degree of credit b due to bis moft pofitlVe aflertions. 

^ ^ Mkntnfii Scctia, tt jUHtunfii Scoti^ the conntry 

•itf Mi»^ and the Scots thzt poflefs it ia Britain ; For 

Jtilini was nercr cal^d 5cs/?«, nor ht Inhabiunu 

'^teoA'HSkmenfesi 'though |bme firgr>itrs bafc been 

•«vcr-ea(y.to belictc the nookilh ridiculoui fable of the 

Irifh, 
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•Wicli grief he loads the wretched f<ms of eare». 
And thoolands flarve that he may iiimptaoQS 

While Pm coodemnM to fiogof chiefs^Ckc 
* thefc, 
'My works (haO addier meet'nor oierit praife t 

No 



Mk, vIm afirm Attt ^eUmi was cdled Se$6s Mtftr^ 
m4 ikcy wtn tJki ScHi Xierma^ The grouii^- 
•f dM aUAakc vas»Tte tbcy tbo«^t bock people mifte 
W it well called Sait^m (Gaclick) GaixcL The crutk is, 
dM irj/l arc acrcr caled Stair ia aoy aatbeodc aotbor. 
BaCowlic-aMiaa4Haflilanders arc Tcry often named 
NibcrnI bf ftraofcra ; Wck from tbdr weft finiation, from 
Cbcir otifloal, beln^ come o£ the &ac GMiBcks in Sfma^ 
aad from tbdr tin4aH^» and diTcrt of cbdr cnftoms^ all 
eommoo with the IniL And, at tbis dtf , the EM^nf^ 
end oar hwUmitn^ call and coont the a Ift/^^ for tlie 
iare&id rcalbos.* ^wvCi ii/t. Sai. K^mtmL ^ 4. 

From f0aiU tbos twtsiei^ and from avthorities thus per;- 
^pcftcd» does the reverend aocbor condode his ixtcMiei 
wmarkt, in the lofBeft ftrain of cnconiams on his owa . 
abiliiies» riiat ever idaed from a pen, eleratcd Co an ao* 
•eamoBon degree by Ike compna»cotin$' voice of (clf-appro^ 
batbn. Had Mr Wbluker avoided all reference to the 
Oeltic lanfuafe, chefe eologioms to bis own taieots bad 
been left liable to cenfare. In other refpeas,. he iify\zy% 
ike itt|enoi'jr of a penetratin; critic, and ercry where diP 
eanrt aa cateafift kaowkd^ of antieot hiftorj; 
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Ko bard (hafl found them on the trembling ftriif^. 
Mj Words (hall perifh, and the names I (ing. 

In Tain, alas ! I tempt the lyric art,* , 
- With pointlefs words that reach not.to the heait: 

^ How {hall I virtues which cxift not, draw. 
Or fing of greatnefs wliich I never faw ? 
Weak arc my words; for fate has caft my birth 
In the dull evening of the day of worth: 
But dories tell that light did once prevail. 
And the fwcet fongs of bards confirm the tale; 

. Thefe fay that nature fmil'd with joy at noon. 
When rays came darling from the glorious fun i- 

* But I too long in chaos did remain. 
And now, alas ! I trace his (leps in vain ; 
Crouds who have fcen him cry ti^ /t^it divine,- 
But tho* fome eyes were bleft^^they were not mine; 
Yon wcllem hill has fnatch'd him from my fight. 
And my foul trembles at th* approach of night; 

> Concealiiig darknefs fpreads her awful gloom^ 
And mufic*! words arc haft'ning to their tomb: 
iTie language of the glens is left for death, 
.While jargon iffues from,thc fouth born breath ;• 

" The growling accents ♦ form'd by rules of art, 
Reach not the foul, nor pierce into the heart* 
' - . \ - ; - 1 ' . ' • . \ .The 
• The bard was provoked to pronoanco this fttcrc ccn- 
• . . . ft«« 
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The moott with Eoglifli rbttoric to her traio^ 
Scrhref CO fapplant the (etdog fan in tain: 

Bar 
» 
imt M tbe EagBfli hnpu^, fromt&c Cbert^ ^ncb which 
> « gciHScaaa from the ^Miih hU once, iff hh prcicnce, 
xmoed the CJk. lU aOtrtcd. thsl il was an ttointeUi- 
(iUejirgor, which evfht doc to be pcrmCcted ia aciftltxefl 
••atkNi. Thb adertioM was CraoHared to the bard^ who 
ifnc hh opiAion -of the Eof tiOi moch in the iamc (crois ; 
•md both par6et coathmcd to exprefi a hcaitf conumpt 

• •for what nciihcf of them undcttistod. 

Thss» k U hoped, wottU be a foSdeat apolon' ^^^ ^^^ 
««fterii| of che bard, had noc I m|fc|f bcea guilty oIm 
tqtial pkcc of podeiK A lo the p7tcei!tos ootes ; and frc* 
qocBtty aooUcd the £n|Ulh laagoage of beios incapable to 
^dmk a auikiplkity of beauties contained in the originals 
«of theft poems. Therefore, before I conclude this vo- 
bMM^ k is rcaibaabk I fliould produce more particotar io?> 

* <Aafices is Ibppoft of thcie' aflcrttods. Ah eaamiaation of 

•pafl^, ctco of « modem cootpo(it|on, hiU Uloftrate 
4bis. It is taken from the works of a bard m the U(l cen^ 
tmy, whcathe ofioe of bard and ptper were qnitcd io one 
pcrioiu # 

*Sa mhaMon at| <2irtdh Ic*r niolchoio, 
/ ' Oa molrocath, mat(each, cafda, gnionhadi, 
I^ibach, teacadi, f lacach, rgiaDhacb, 
_ ^ Caiich, cabrach, enaxach, 5amhacb. 
*Ham da*s ffithio dot air a huilino, 
. .;.> Oaf^teach^ riubach, gi^ufda^iaanacb, 

* .Bib . ^ Soap^S; 



i 
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B.at feeble were her rays and dim fhe ftione^ 
Equal in nought bot bulk to him that's goat/ 
y^ abfent brightnefs fiis infulting darcs^ 
And thinks (he's great among the twinkling ft^.v^v 
Thcfc fled the prcfcnce of the fire of light, 
Tho* now they blaze behind the queen of ni^it*- 
^^ So fled oppfeffion once the glens of mirtb^ 
When cvVy day gave new-born pUafures bifjhf 

" ,,, . • V .- . V sw^jr 

Snapacb, armacli, caljach, DHamh*, 
' • ' Rtachacb; marbhacb, urbhach, giulhcb. 

Indie firil paragraph, the bard defciibcs • chief #1;^ 
'his party going out to the bunting w the morning. Tf Ji 
deicripdon is containcdJn tweltp beautiful and compffj 
Jtenfite terms in the tliree laft lines, not one ot whict) (m 
be literally tranilsted. Each of them contaiAs a cqmpUl^ 
piece of imagery, and would require a paragraph 19 fjH 
pref* it in J^ngtifb. . 

* Having fent them to the field with all the accorppiift,^ 

ncBts wbtcb the n-.oft fertile fancy cootd fc^eil^ Qf (htf 

^ ; Bu#ft ftrcflttoos exertion ^f rhetoric exprei^ be Icavci {to 

imagination to fcrm to itfelf the a^oos of the day, §b<) 

^ proceeds immediately to defcribe their rctiira in th$ f V€a-^ 

iiig, with the fpoils of the chace, * «hen the fan U^n< 6rl 

hU cU>ow.* This is alfo done in twcWe defcri^i^c \tjm | 

.the two firftof which, reprefenting the (bramii^a yi««tl 

and gaping wounds of the Tcnifon, may be innil^ie«| ll^s 

teraHy ; the reft are, like the other twclTC, iho>|ethef \i\U 

nStiblc. . ' • 
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SmaH was the trilmtc which the chieftain drewv 



Yet many were his flocks, his wants were few;: 
His open uble waked on the goeft. 
Nor faded thoufands to proride the feaft ; 
He liv*d not on the fons of labour's fpoil, 
ThemfelYcs cnjoyM the offspring of their toil. 
His arm gave aid. his face did joy inipire. 
But nerer — ^nerer quenched the peafanc's fire^ 

So ruTd the tirttioits Cez/»/M»a/> £ige 
In days which modems urm a barbarous age. 
In felf-defeoce he drew the bloody dart; 
^o mercenary pneft corrupt his heart. 
Religious murder had not yet begun. 
Nor fuperftition half mankind undone : 
The gifts, of nature to her fons were free; ^- 
Thro* gratitude, not fear, man beat the knee* 

Oh happy days! which will no more return; 
lly ¥aai(h*d brightnefs I'll with anguiHi mourn. 
No more my harp ihall tremble in die hall. 
Since I have lit'd to fee my country fall ; 
Her fiuoaktels Tillage and unpcopl'd glens. 
Point out the tj^ranny which holds her reins; 
The chief whofe province 'twas to grant relief, ' 
Is the black caufe of every piercing grief. 
Oh fons of pride ! what havock h^e you wrought ! 
What ruin on jour wretched country brought I 
' . ' . • You've 
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TouNrc ftab'd the bofom of a tottering ftatc, ' 
And broke that fword whofe edge has made you 

great;. ^ 

f'orc'd jtlbin*s fons to quit their native land. 
And feet protedion from a favagehand ; . 
Driv'n by fome chiefs of little foul from home. 
To fink in boiftVoui waves, or find a tomb. 
- "So when with flinty fparks the fire of death 
. Blows the hot bullet from his fmoalcy breath > 
The feeding (lag comes tottering to the ground^ 
And echoing hills return the lofty found.; 
The painful ftings begin to (lop his breatli. 
His half-chew*d mouthful drops upon the heath; 
The hated note alarms the fwift-foot train. 
Who ftretch each nerve to gain the diflent glen. 
The many homed foreheads cleave the wind; 
With rapid fpeed the hills fiy back behind. 

So fly the fons of Cad oppreiEon's rod. 
So fliun thrpaths that pale-fac*d tyrants trode. 
«Gone are our warriors^ bairen are our vales, 
Tet I am left to tell thefc woeful ules ; 
"To fing of thofc who under tyrants bend, 
And mourn the evils which I cannot mend. 
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